News
How Things Fit Together
Here in Victoria, the Department of Education and Training, DET, guides
and directs goals and priorities that all Government Schools are to
follow. The Framework for Improving Student Outcomes, FISO 2.0,
developed by the DET, highlights some really important elements to our
planning and priorities. These are heavily focused on a child’s Learning &
Wellbeing. We know and understand that for a child or adult to learn
well, their wellbeing is also vitally important. Hence in our Annual
Implementation Plan, AIP, we include actions focusing on these areas.
While it might sound like detailed information and an overuse of acronyms, it’s important for
everyone to understand how things fit together which helps us all feel a part of the FPS team. Below
are some further insights.
Learning: Like all schools, we track data, review practices, listen to students and map out
professional learning to continue improvement. Recently our staff have been working really hard in
expanding their knowledge around the area of writing. This includes what we teach, how we teach,
how we assess, what the data tells us, how we differentiate, how we moderate together, and how
we create a joy and love of writing. We are digging deep and growing through this together. We’re
looking forward to continuing on this journey as we work hard to provide the best learning
opportunities for our students.
Wellbeing: FPS kids are great kids! We love that they are brave, resilient and keen to come to school
to learn, grow and achieve together. It’s so nice to see the kids
working together to have fun, build the FPS community, care
for others and work together when things go wrong. Some
recent kindness in action has been:
• Some grade 3/4 students offering to clean up the yard
and pull out some weeds
• A junior school parent emailed us complimenting
some of our senior students on their recent display of
maturity, care of younger student and their ability to
communicate with adults
• A range of leaders presenting at assembly, speaking
with confidence and modelling brilliance to all!
• Some students volunteering to use the 5 Parts of Sorry
to genuinely say sorry and make things right
• Staff checking in on each other and saying
encouraging words of affirmation
The Circle of Control was something we highlighted during
lockdowns of the past and is a brilliant tool to help kids and
adults focus on what you can control, rather than focus on
what you can’t control. When navigating the complexities of
life, this might be a helpful strategy for your own selfreflection or with discussions with your child. If you’d like a printout to hang on the fridge, just let us
know as we’d be happy to help.
Take care, Stuart Beever

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 1

Newsletter: Issue 15
Issue Date: 5th August 2022

News
Student Free Day- 1st September
Staff will be participating in a School Council approved Staff Professional Practice Day coming up on
the Thursday 1st of September 2022. Students are not at school that day.

PFA News
The PFA hopes everyone has had a great start to Term 3.
For the month of August, we will be running ‘Loose Change August’
over the course of four weeks. This starts on Monday 1st August
and finishes on Friday 26th August.
All grades have been given a jar to collect loose change. At the end
of the four weeks the grade that has collected the most loose
change will win a hot chip lunch. Each week we will keep you
updated on how the classes are going. So, start saving that loose
change.
Congratulations to 5/6H, they are currently in the lead to receive the Hot Chip lunch
Your continued support of the PFA’s fundraising activities is appreciated.
PFA (Parents and Friends Association)

Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Stacey Macario

August
10th 3 Way Conferences
11th 3 Way Conferences
26th Working Bee

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

September
1st CURRICULUM DAY-NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm
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Junior School Council
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Getting to know your JSC Reps
Name: Henry Sheriff
Grade Prep H
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A football player with The Suns.
What is your favourite thing about school?
Playing with my friends.
What is something people don’t know about you?
I am going to get a haircut when I’m 6.
Do you have any hidden talents?
I can do a cartwheel.
What is your favourite colour and why?
Blue because I like the school jumpers.

Remember Friday 19 August is our Daffodil Day! Please bring a gold coin donation and wear a splash
of yellow to support advancements in life-saving cancer research.
This will NOT be a free dress day, but JSC would like everyone to wear something yellow in addition
to their normal school uniform – it could be a sticker, badge, flower, hair tie, ribbons, bandana or
wrist band.
We are well on our way to reaching our goal of $300 thanks to those people who have donated to
our fundraising site https://www.daffodilday.com.au/fundraisers/fairhillsps.
You can keep track with our “Donation-ometer” in the office! Keep up the great effort Fairhills and
thank you for your support
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Junior News
We are racing through Term 3 and are nearly at the halfway mark.
Literacy
We continue to be busy in our Literacy Sessions – our Foundation grades have been focusing on
Accuracy by using Lips the Fish (to get our mouth ready to say the sounds in words we read) and
Stretchy Snake (to stretch out the sounds in words so we can blend them together). Grade 1/2
looked at Fluency and Comprehension strategies in Rereading Rabbit (reread to make sense) and
Iggy Iguana (to infer or think about what the author didn’t say) and we wrote picture story books
focusing on sentence fluency.
The Junior School have all been busy authors publishing our creative writing narrative pieces. We
have compiled our own storybooks and they are terrific!
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Numeracy
We have compared, ordered, represented, written and manipulated numbers in Grade 1/2. We have
looked at data displays and investigated money and investigated ordering numbers from 100 to
1000. In Foundation we have matched number words to numerals and groups of objects using
subitising strategies. We have also looked more closely at our days of the week and got to know our
3D objects.

Inquiry

We continue our quest into History! Thank you to all the families who have sent in photos for our
Foundation Inquiry topic – Personal History. We can’t wait for our displays to come together and
inspire some investigations and writing. Grade 1 students have been looking closely at childhood
histories, while our Grade 2sare making investigations into preserving our past.
Reminders:
→ Prep 100 Days – it’s nearly time to celebrate our 100 days! Tuesday 9th August – parents are
welcome to visit after lunch play.
→ 3 Way Conferences- – if you haven’t already booked your 3-way conference for this week,
jump onto Compass to book asap.
→ Blue Fairhills Folder –make sure students are packing their Fairhills folder in their school bag
EVERY day.
→ Book Week & Book Fair – is coming during Week 7 (22 August-26 August) – stayed tuned for
more information!
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Mrs Lockyer and Mrs Schumann
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
29th July

5th August

Prep H

Max

For trying hard to
Prep H
listen for the sounds in
words he wants to
write. Keep it up Max!

Jackson

For showing a Prep H
‘Never Give Up’
attitude to his home
reading. Keep up the
superstar effort
Jackson

Prep M

Landen

For practising his
reading strategies to
improve his reading
and complete
exceptional Reading
Group work! Well
done!

Prep M

Tahlia

For having a growth
mindset towards her
work and accepting
that it’s OK to make
mistakes. Well done
Tahlia.

1/2L

Nafas

For her fantastic
efforts in writing using
great action words.
Super work!

1/2L

Jayden

For his concentration
on his sounds. Keep
up the awesome
efforts!

1/2S

Laura

Always giving 100%
effort to her writing
activities and showing
lots of enthusiasm.

1/2S

Dylan

For enthusiastically
experimenting with
rhyming words in his
writing. Great job!
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3/4TW

Liam

For always trying his
best and having a go
at every learning task.

3/4TW

Jasmine

For her persistence in
mastering a
challenging maths
task.

3/4S

Beau

For putting an
outstanding amount
of effort into his
writing. Keep up the
hard work Beau!

3/4S

Jobe

For consistently trying
hard in Maths and
specifically mastering
how to measure the
area of shapes using
formal measurements.
Well done Jobe

5/6H

Brodey

For his mature and
respectful approach to
his learning and
choices in and out of
the classroom. What a
great role model you
are becoming! Keep it
up!

5/6H

Tayla

For being a
spectacular role model
and always
demonstrating STARR
values. We are very
lucky to have you as a
leader at FPS.

5/6O

Lukas

For showing amazing
resilience on Camp
Jungai!
Well done, Lukas!

5/6O

Royce

For trying new things
and giving it a go at
Camp Jungai. Well
done, Royce!

The Arts

Addison

For her mature sense
of responsibility when
cleaning up after
painting.

Lucas

For his show of
teamwork during
pirate ship
construction.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 8

Newsletter: Issue 15
Issue Date: 5th August 2022

News
Senior News
We are well underway with term 3 and what wonderful learning is occurring.
Literacy:
3/4 have been focusing on Word Choice during writing and how to make a piece of writing a
pleasure to read. Are there any books at you place with Alliteration in the titles? Can your child
make up a simile and a metaphor for you?

Numeracy:
5/6 have been focusing on the Bus Stop method for division. Can you ask your child to explain the
Bus Stop method for division?

5/6 have also been doing a lot work around their class novel Tom Apple,
Convict Boy by Jackie French. Students have been focusing on identifying
literary features as well as looking for interesting vocabulary and phrases
in the text. Has your child told you what the plot and theme is for the
book they are reading at home? Can they explain who the characters are
and where the story is set? What does your child think will happen next
for poor Tom?
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We have so much to look forward to in the up coming weeks including Book Week. We are all
especially excited about our incursion with Michael Salmon this Tuesday. Have you read any of his
books as a family?

Mrs Smith, Miss Ota, Miss Holt, Mrs Weatherall and Miss Tampaline

Prep Enrolments Now Due
Our 2023 Prep Enrolments are now due to be returned. If you
have a child starting next year, please return your enrolment
forms. They can be collected from the Office.

Covid Safe Update
Thank you for continuing to monitor your child’s symptoms and using your RAT
tests to double check regularly.
Thank you to everyone for your support in our recent directions to wear masks
inside school for adults and children aged 8 and older.

3 Way Conferences are coming up on Wednesday 10th August
and Thursday 11th August. We encourage all families to book a
time. Bookings can be made via Compass.
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
It’s time to get reading!
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Fairhills Primary School is excited to be
participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
• a modern user-friendly interface
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a
book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition but a personal challenge for children to
read a set number of books by 2 September 2022.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
We are looking forward to celebrating all the students’ efforts – and awarding the Golden Book of
course!
If you have any questions, please contact
Miss Hayes
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