News
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING!
We’re ALL READING STARRS!
Let’s get our STARR Values in ACTION!

As a friend:
SAFETY:
TEAMWORK
ACIEVEMENT
I look out for others
I give positive feedback
I create new games
I care about my friends’ safety
I help and mentor others
I celebrate success
I remind my friends to be safe
I encourage their achievement
I show sportsmanship
RESPONSIBILITY
RESPECT
I stand up for others
I show tolerance
I remind my friends of appropriate
I respect personal space
behaviour
I take turns
I disclose to adults when appropriate
I use manners
I ask before I borrow someone’s things
I speak kindly to and about others
Some parenting ideas about friends and friendships from Michael Grose:
5 habits worth developing which often go under the radar:
1. keep at least 2 friendship groups – it always helps to have a set of friends outside school
2. make a personal space – especially as kids get older. It’s a great thinking and reflecting space
3. talk about troubles – a problem shared is a problem halved. It’s a great way to come up with
strategies and solutions too
4. develop interests that energise rather than drain – physically healthy or creative activities
help manage everyday stressors
5. MAKE MEALTIMES REGULAR - a regular meal with the family provides young people with
the opportunity to catch up with their parents and siblings
Regular mealtimes also provide lots of opportunities to develop listening waiting and
language skills - it’s also a really great way to enjoy and appreciate each other ☺

keep reading and practising our STARR values as FPS friends team ☺

Fairhills PS Review
Thank you to all of our families and friends who were able to come to the parent Forum on Tuesday
to share your thoughts regarding FPS. Thank you also to everyone who emailed feedback to us to
pass on to the review panel. We really value your opinions and appreciate your input and your
support.

School Council Elections
here’s a fabulous chance to work together for our school!
one meeting per month-usually on WebEx!
understand the importance of belonging and of being part of the team!
influence decision making!
self-nominate or be nominated to join our School Council!
just ring the bell at the front office where forms are now available – we’ll help you!

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 1

Newsletter: Issue 4
Issue Date: 11th March 2022

News
FAIRHILLS NEEDS YOU!
Our Annual General Meeting of School Council is Tuesday 29 MARCH 5.00pm
This will be followed by the first meeting of the 2021 FPS School Council.
The PFA – Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting is also on Wednesday 16 MARCH at 9.00am
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
A bittersweet Fairhills moment has arrived – today, Friday 11 March is Mrs Kirsty SCOTT’s last day as
part of the FPS leaning team.
All of us would like to thank you for all your care and support over your time here Kristy.
As a strong learning community, we wish you all the very best and congratulate you on your
wonderful contribution to the growth of all learners at Fairhills.
We are especially grateful that we have had the opportunity to work with and learn from you.
We wish you all the very best Kristy.

THANK YOU, MRS SCOTT!
Keep well everyone and enjoy a restful long weekend with family and friends
Take care
Moi

School Site Procedures
Just a friendly reminder about some school site procedures:
• Students are expected to keep their mobile phones in their bag once
they enter the school site. Once school begins, the phone is given to
staff until the end of the day. Students are then expected to keep their
phone in their bag until they are off the school site. Please remind
your children of this expectation, which is set out in our Mobile Phone
and Electronic Devices Policy.

Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

March
16th- PFA Meeting 9am
24th-Twilight Sports
29th March School Council AGM, 5PM Webex

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm
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School Canteen!
Yes, its official, canteen services are
returning to FPS! We are excited to launch
Classroom Cuisine in Term 2 2022. Simply
put, you can place and pay for an order
online by 8.30am on the day and your child’s
order will be delivered to the school ready to
be enjoyed at lunch time. This will be offered on Mondays and Wednesdays.
You are welcome to register now. See the end of the newsletter or their website for the menu.
Check it out at https://classroomcuisine.com.au/

Covid Safe Update
Here are a few reminders:
• Please achieve a Rapid Antigen Test on your child twice a
week. This must continue at least until the end of Term 1.
Please keep your child home if they are showing symptoms of
Covid-19.
• Students in grades 3-6 are required to wear masks inside,
please ensure you child has a mask before they leave home
each day.
• Please remember to try and use all 4 gates across the school
at drop off or pick up time to avoid congestion and maintain
social distancing.

Available on Compass now:
• Life Ed Incursion for Grades 3-6
• 2022 Contributions for Parents/Guardians
Compass Events Summary
Event Info + Permission + Payment

Soon to be released on Compass:
• 3/4 Camp- The Island CYC
• 5/6 Interschool Sport occurring 25th March
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Prep Tours On Now!
We are excited to finally welcome Prep Tours back on site now.
If you know of someone looking for a school in 2023, please
encourage them to contact us for a tour.

Speech Therapy Tip 3
Fortnightly tips for the home.
Storytelling prompts – Kids love to tell stories. If your child has a habit of telling longwinded and poorly sequenced story, try these prompts.
Remind your child to include the important parts of a sentence, who/what it’s about,
what action happened and who/what did the action happen to. Provide the structure
for their sentences when they may not remember to.

PFA News
What a big start to the new year we have!
Just some quick reminders:
• PFA AGM this Wednesday the 16th of March 9am in front of the hall. Open to all parents, it
will be great to see some new faces. Morning tea provided.
• Footy tipping starts next week. $ 10 entry with Prize money to be won.
• Easter is fast approaching. Watch out for new fundraisers and the Easter raffle.

This Photo by

Thank you to everyone for their support of the PFA for the last year. We’ve had some trying times
but what a wonderful community we have at Fairhills.
Thanks
Alycia
and the PFA committee
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New To Fairhills!
Welcome Mrs Kim James!
2022 PE Teacher
Let’s ask her some tough questions!
• What is your favourite colour? Pink
• What do you like to do for fun? Bake cakes,
play with my kids, take my dogs for long walks
• What is your favourite ice cream flavour?
Pineapple gelato
• What do you enjoy learning and why? I enjoy
learning how to make things, like jewellery or
crochet because I love having a beautiful gift at
the end of it.
• What is something we don’t know about you?
I am an alphabet expert! I can say it forwards,
backwards and can also sign it with Australian
sign language.

P.E. News
Twilight Sports
We are very excited to be able to run a Twilight Sports event this year! The event will take place on
Thursday 24th March with activities commencing at 4.30pm. There will be a variety of games and
sports-based challenges set up around the oval and we encourage all our Fairhills families to bring a
picnic rug and some snacks/dinner and join us for a fun afternoon. The event will finish at 6pm and
there will be icy-poles for the students. We hope to see you all there.
Lunchtime Games
Last week the year 5/6 classes enjoyed practising their badminton skills at lunchtime in the
hall. During our P.E class we have been learning how to correctly hold a racket and perform a
forehand shot and it was great to see the 5/6 students using their playtime to practise this and play
cooperatively with the classmates.
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Junior News
Reading:
In Prep, we are continuing to reinforce our beginning reading behaviours - directionality (reading
from left to right) and one-to-one correspondence (point to one word, say one word). We are
consolidating our understanding of the difference between letters, words and sentences. The Preps
are starting to show some improvement in being able to hear the initial or beginning sound in a
word and are beginning to hear ending sounds as well.
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Chunky Monkey and Skippy Frog, who remind us to break
unknown words into smaller chunks to make them easier to figure out and to skip a tricky word,
read to the end of the sentence and then hop back and read it again.

Writing:
The Preps are focused on Group 2 of the Jolly Phonics sounds – we have learned /ck/, /e/, /h/, /r/,
/m/ and /d/.
They are continuing to work on their lowercase letter formation and have begun tracing and copying
sentences, with a focus on sitting their writing on a line. They have also started having a go at writing
simple, phonetic words.

In Grade 1 and 2, we have been learning about opinion writing. We have been practising supporting
our opinions, or points of view, with a number of reasons. At this stage, we are not trying to
convince the reader of our point of view, but merely learn to express our opinions with support, to
help the reader understand our viewpoint.
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Mathematics:
In Prep, we have been focused on identifying and counting to seven, eight and nine. We have
learned to define different times of the day; morning, afternoon and night and the activities we
might do at those times.
The Grade 1 and 2s have been focusing on recognising, modelling and partitioning numbers to 100
and beyond – it is important that students can think about numbers in a variety of ways. They have
also been reviewing and consolidating their understanding of the days of the week and months of
the year, as well as continuing to hone their skills in describing and classifying 2D shapes and 3D
objects by their observable features.

Reminders:
→ Late Arrivals – just a reminder that if your child arrives at school after the bell has rung, they
need to be taken to the Office, and not straight to their classroom, so that they can be
signed in. We cannot sign students in from the classroom.
→ Homework & Home Reading – please encourage your child to establish a positive
homework and home reading routine. This includes homework for both the Grade 1 and 2
students, which will be given out on Mondays and is due back to school each Friday. The
Preps should be bringing home their Take Home Sound Book each day to practise. Please
help them remember to bring it back to school every day.
→ Tissues – if you haven’t sent in a box of tissues for your child’s class, please do so at your
earliest convenience. A big thank you to those people who have sent them in already.
Celebrations:
❖ To all the students who have been using our new sport equipment kits safely – it has been
great to see you enjoying this new initiative and a big THANK YOU to Mrs James for
organising them!
❖ Congratulations to the Preps who attended their first whole school assembly today, albeit on
Webex! It was all very new and exciting, and we can’t wait to see them at a face to face
assembly, hopefully soon!
Keep up the great effort everyone!
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Mrs Lockyer and Mrs Schumann
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On Monday the Preps, Grade 1s and Grade 2s had a visit from Harold and the Life Education
program. Harold wasn’t allowed to bring his van this year, so instead we visited him in the Hall with
his friend Susan.
The Preps joined Harold and his friends Boots and Red, on an adventure into an imaginary world in
outer space. As the adventure unfolds children explore:
• how to build friendships and care for others
• feelings and emotions
• how nutrition and physical activity affects how we think and feel
•
Here is what the students thought:
‘Harold wanted to be the alien’s friend.’ – Kaden, Prep H
‘He went to the moon to make some alien friends.’ – Tahlia, Prep M
‘Harold told the alien how to be helpful and be kind.’ – Charlotte, Prep H
‘He came back to see us, and we watched him on the TV.’ – Landen, Prep M
The Grade 1/2s joined Harold and his friends who went camping. They talked about how children
can problem solve and focuses on:
• recognising safe and unsafe environments
• how to care for others
• how good nutrition and physical activity contribute to social and emotional health
• places and people who we can go to for help
Some reflections from the students:
‘Harold told us about some of the safety rules.’ – Yimo Z, 1/2L
‘Always stay on the track if you’re camping.’ – Lucas S, 1/2S
‘We were helping Harold pack what to leave behind and what to take, and what the adults need.’ –
Amelia 1/2L
‘I learned what the people might say if you have to call 000.’ – Alex A, 1/2S
A fun time was had by all, and we are looking forward to having more incursions throughout the
year!
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
4th March

11th March
Prep H

Audrey

For showing great
thinking during class
discussions, especially
when listening for the
sounds in words.
Sensational effort
Audrey!

Prep M

Jack

For demonstrating
Whole Body Listening
- especially ‘my brain
is thinking’ during all
class discussions brilliant job!

1/2L

Jade

For her fantastic
presentation of her
holiday diary. Super
effort!

1/2L

Kailey

For her enthusiasm
and willingness to
uplevel her writing.
Great achievement
and growth mindset!

1/2S

Alex

For continually striving
to do her best with all
her learning tasks.
Keep it up!!

1/2S

Eve

For having such a
positive and sunny
attitude towards
learning new things.
Great job!

3/4H

Elijah

For having an
3/4H
outstanding attitude
towards school and his
learning

Jasmine

For being a superb
role model in our class
by consistently
showing the STARR
values

3/4S

Ally

For her efforts to
continually improve
her work standards by
seeking feedback and
applying it. Keep up
the great work Ally!

Claire

For her wonderful
efforts in Maths this
week. You’ve made
great connections,
well done Claire!

3/4S
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5/6H

Fletcher

For communicating
more in whole class
discussions and
becoming more
confident when
expressing his
thoughts and
opinions. Well Done
Fletcher!

5/6H

Kooper

For showing respect
and kindness in our
school yard and being
a fantastic role model
to others. Keep
making green choices!

5/6O

Keegan

For showing
teamwork and
responsibility by
helping others. Well
done Keegan!

5/6O

Abbey

For practising her
Writing skills when on
holiday in Tasmania!
Well done!

P.E.

Zeke

For volunteering to
join the netball team
and for his focus and
effort at our first
training session

P.E.

Georgia

For her positive
attitude and for being
a supportive and
encouraging
teammate.

The Arts

Yimo

For creating an
awesome Miro
inspired piece of art.
Fantastic Effort!

The Arts

Nathan

For creating a brilliant
Miro inspired piece of
art.
Great Effort!

Grade 3/4 Camp News!
We are excited to announce we have secured dates
for our 2022 Grade 3/4 Camp!
This year we are going to Phillip Island, CYC The
Island Camp at the end of Term 1, Mon 4th – Wed
6th April 2022. Given the recent years, we are really
pleased to be able to provide this opportunity for
our students. While there is not a lot of time prior to camp, we’ll be supporting the students in class
as we prepare for this exciting adventure and are thankful for the ongoing support of our FPS
families. We will shortly be sending out permission and payment details via Compass. Please
complete these steps soon and let us know if you require a payment plan. If you have any questions,
please contact your child’s teacher or our Office team.
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Senior News

Maths:

Every day at FPS is a Maths Day for our students- and lots of fun is had while we explore Number,
Measurement and Probability each week. We use the following programs in class to help our
students develop their skills, strategies and confidence with their maths.
New Wave: the warmup resource that we complete every day for 7-10 minutes. This is to help
‘switch their maths brains’ on and develop confidence, speed and accuracy in answering fast maths
equations.

Whole class, Hands-On Lessons: to plan our lessons each week the teachers look at the Victorian
Curriculum and develop hands on lessons that help students explore a variety of maths topics from
number and algebra to chance and data. Then students express their knowledge and new
understandings in their maths books.
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Essential Assessment- My Numeracy- Sunset Maths: Essential Assessment is an online program
based around the Victorian Curriculum that was initially developed to test student understandings,
but it offers so much more than just showing us maths growth.
My Numeracy is also a sub part of this amazing resource that takes all your child’s results then
provides an individual learning plan for them to learn and practise the concepts that they need to
work on. They can earn stars and awards to show their development in each specific area they need
to work on.
Sunset Maths is a fun, quick maths challenge that students can use to develop their multiplication,
division, addition and subtraction accuracy and speed. Playing these games helps them to build
confidence in their maths skills and learn to love maths challenges even more!
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Reminders:
- Grade 3/4 Camp is coming, and many of our students are very excited and also a little nervous. For
our grade 3 students this will be their first camp at school and for some students their first time
away from home. To help your child prepare for camp please speak to them about it positively. Talk
about what they are about to do- even tell them stories of the fun things you might have done if you
went to camp in Primary School. I know many of the students would be very excited about sleeping
in a cabin with their friends, going on adventures near the beach and eating some very yummy camp
food!
- Homework is due and sent out on Tuesday each week. It has been AMAZING to see some of the
effort, time and thought that the students have put into their at home tasks- particularly students
who go above and beyond to develop their skills and practise their learning goals. Amazing Efforts
Team!
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- Thank you to all the parents who are ensuring their child comes to school each day with a healthy
lunch and snack and a full water bottle. It is great to see such a variety of healthy lunch choices in
our classrooms.
- Don’t forget to read, read, READ every night and write it up in diaries to bring to school every day.
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