News
Another week to achieve so many things go team!
In preparation for the holidays, we all need to think about SAFETY – our first STARR value
SAFETY ON LINE
‘Technology has all but erased the reflection time that once existed between planning a silly prank
or a serious act and actually committing the deed’
Franek 2005/2006
Apart from the fact that a damaging comment online can be seen by so many people so quickly, it
can also leave a cyber- trail back to the perpetrator.
This trail can be linked to them for the rest of their lives, which leaves a permanent smear on their
reputation and widespread damage.
There is also something called ‘disinhibition’ in cyber-space. This means that when people are not in
actual physical contact, they are more likely to write things with a more brutal tone. Not being able
to see the physical effect of their words on people can leave them immune to the damage they may
have done.
FAMILIES - KEEP IT SIMPLE
• keep calm
• listen well and with compassion
• tell your child NOT to respond
• save the evidence
• work with the school
• if ongoing, report it to the internet service provider
• make sure your child understands the importance of NEVER sharing passwords or private
information

• KEEP ALL DEVICES OUT OF THE BEDROOM
• RESTRICT SCREEN TIME ACCESS
•
•
•
•
•
•

when you are working with the school to
make an appointment
collect as much information as possible
stay cool and calm
be patient – investigating takes time
listen carefully to the steps you, your child and the school need to make
arrange for a follow up meeting (s)

SAFETY TEAMWORK ACHIEVEMENT RESPONSIBILITY RESPECT
As the adult and the parent, it is ALWAYS wise to check what your child is posting and accessing.
Students & Families leaving at the end of 2021: If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2021 Year 6
group please let the office staff know if you will not be at Fairhills in 2022.
Keep safe
Be kind
Moi ☺

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 1

Newsletter: Issue 21
Issue Date: 10th December 2021

News
End of Year Information- Reminders
• Student Reports will be made available on Compass on Thursday 16th December at 4pm. If
you require a hard copy of the report, please register via our Office.
• The final day of school is Wednesday 15th December 2021. We will be having a final
assembly outside the Office at 3pm, with students being dismissed at 3.30pm.

Baby News!
Congratulations to Krystal from BYK Kids,
Kooper in Grade 5 and the rest of their family
on the birth of Iylah Johnstone, born on the
5/12/2021.
Welcome to the Fairhills Family!
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Available on Compass now:

•

2022 Contributions for Parents/Guardians

Soon to be released on Compass:

Compass Events Summary

•

N/A

Event Info + Permission + Payment

The Giving Tree
As we head towards this Christmas time, we want to encourage
our wonderful students, families and staff to be generous and
give to someone in need.
We invite you to contribute to our Giving Tree. Please donate
non-perishable food items.
Donations are due Monday 13th December. Our student leaders
will then box them up to be given away.

With well over 100 orders, this last-minute Special Christmas Lunch will
be enjoyed by many. Thanks for getting on board, encouraging your kids
to try something new and for being positive! Orders are now closed.
If you chose not to order something for your child, not a problem. Just
send along their normal food on the day. We’re sure they’ll enjoy lots of
special food over summer with family. Holidays, here we come!

Well done and thankyou to:
Ally, Lilly, Madden, Mick and Pearl for raising $34.75 to buy some sports
equipment for the FPS team. Thank you – great effort!
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Junior News
Reading:

In reading, the Junior School has continued to practise our CAFÉ reading strategies.
The Preps have been learning about:
• Back Up Bear – stop, back up and reread when you don’t understand the text.
• Predicting Panda –use clues to predict what might happen.
The Grade 1/2s have been focusing on:
• Tools the Toad – use tools to help find the meaning of words.
• Copycat Camel– read the words like the characters would say them.
Writing:

In Prep, we are continuing to explore narrative writing. We have been focusing on writing a
paragraph to describe how a character might look like and do. We have also been focusing on the
sound:
• ‘al’ for /or/ as in talk or walk.
In Grade 1/2, we have finished our narrative writing and have some lovely work displayed on our
walls. We have moved on to narrative poetry and learning some great poetry techniques such as
alliteration, similes and onomatopoeia.

Mathematics:
The Preps have been creating AB, ABC and AABB patterns using various materials to sort, classify,
quiz their partner and create pattern snakes. We have also been asking yes and no questions to
gather information and then displaying the answers. Students have also been learning to follow
directions in mathematics.
The Grade 1/2s have explored addition and subtraction strategies such as fact family triangles. We
have been measuring and ordering capacity using objects around the classroom. Plus we have
focused on different strategies for division by creating equal groups and arrays. We have also been
creating graphs and answering questions about the information presented.
Camp Experience:
Last week the Grade 1/2s had a fantastic camp experience. We went on a scavenger hunt, bopped
along to some tunes, ate lots of delicious food and even got to come to school in our pyjamas! The
Grade 2 students had a wonderful practise sleeping over and we can’t wait to do it all again next
year.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 4

Newsletter: Issue 21
Issue Date: 10th December 2021

News

Reminders:
→ Special Lunch – this week we announced a very special lunch happening next week
→ Compass – as we are heading into the end of a busy term it is really important to keep
checking Compass. We post lots of information, updates, reminders and events on Compass.
Celebrations:
❖ Grade 1/2 Camp Experience – congratulations on a fantastic night!
❖ Orientation – this week, students did a wonderful job practising for 2022, learning routines
and getting to know others.
Well done on a wonderful week team!
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
3rd December

10th December

Prep H

Eve

For showing the
STARR Value of
Achievement, by
giving all work tasks
her best effort,
particularly in reading
groups. Well done
Eve!

Prep H

Yimo

For working hard to
improve her writing by
using feedback to
improve her use of
tenses and correct
sentence structure.
Great work Yimo!

Prep M

Imelda

To celebrate your
ACHIEVEMENT in your
reading - great to see
how proud you are of
yourself! I am super
proud of you too!

Prep M

Manny

For arriving at school
on time, organising
himself quickly so he is
ready to learn all
week. Great work
Manny!

1/2M

Laura

For working super
hard to complete an
awesome narrative
writing piece. Well
done Laura!

1/2M

Ellie

For trying her best,
working hard and
using a growth
mindset in all aspects
of her learning.
Wonderful effort Ellie!

1/2R

Beau

For having a positive
growth mindset and
working hard to
publish his narrative
writing. Well done
Beau, keep it up!

1/2R

Alexia

For producing creative
ideas for writing and
working hard to
publish her narrative
story. Well done
Alexia, keep it up!

3/4J

Madden

For working so hard to
complete his
explanation poster on
Axolotls. Well done
Madden.

3/4J

Isabella

For showing the
STARR Value of
Teamwork and helping
her peers to
understand and
complete their work.
Keep it up Isabella!

3/4S

Minnie

For showing a growth
mindset and sharing
during class
reflections. Wonderful
effort Minnie.

3/4S

Pearl

For trying her best and
taking on challenges
with a growth
mindset. Great effort
Pearl
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5/6H

Jaime

For being a calm cool
kid at school and
focusing on her
learning even when
she has had a busy
week and might be
tired. You are a rock
star!

5/6L

Leroy

Arts

P.E

5/6H

Seraphina

For trying really hard
in all her maths tasks
this week! Keep
working hard!

For demonstrating our 5/6L
STARR value of
achievement and
working hard to
complete all his
learning tasks at a high
standard. Fantastic
efforts Leroy!

Rubi

For her willingness to
put in an extra effort,
bringing in tents for
camp week and
helping others to
construct them. What
a STARR!

Matilda

For giving her best
effort during her
Christmas carol
performance. Brilliant
work!

Arts

Charlie

For giving his best
effort during his
Christmas carol
performance. Well
done!

Sam

For always displaying
our STARR values in PE
classes and also his
fantastic performance
in all sports and games
he participates in.
Great work Sam!

P.E

Lian

For always displaying
our STARR values in PE
classes and also his
fantastic performance
in all sports and games
he participates in.
Great work Lian!

2022 Big Build!
Something exciting is starting in 2022…. A long time ago we announced we
were successful in a Government grant application, receiving just under
half a million dollars!
Well in 2022, we’ll be building our super special multipurpose
undercover sports area! Stay tuned for more details.
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Senior News
Coming to the end of a challenging year for all. Our students have risen to the challenges of the year,
using our STARR values and coping with all the changes and difficulties they faced. It was terrific to
see them all participating enthusiastically in transition sessions on Tuesday 7th December.
Reading:
In Reading we have used a variety of books fiction and nonfiction and have covered the following
comprehension skills.
• Predicting what will happen and using the text to confirm
• Summarising a text using the main ideas.
Writing:
During writing sessions, we have focused on narrative texts. Students have completed an
assessment task and focused on letter writing skills.
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Maths:
In Mathematics we have been developing our mapping skills: using grids, scale and giving directions.
We have also revised time: reading an analogue clock and solving time problems.

Celebrations:
Grade 5/6 students have participated in camp week activities: archery, tent construction activities,
nature walk and team games.

Christmas activities have been part of class in week 10

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 9

Newsletter: Issue 21
Issue Date: 10th December 2021

News
Last week of Bike Education

Reminders:
Students are required to bring their own masks to school. It is a good idea to have a spare in their
bag. We have had several masks break!
Classrooms are required to be well ventilated, this mean doors and windows are open. It can be cold
in the classrooms especially in the morning. Please ensure your child has the appropriate school
uniform to keep them warm.
•
•
•

Special lunch day Monday 13 December
Aqua fun day for 5/6s on Tuesday 14 December
Final Assembly for all and Graduation for Year 6 Wednesday 15 December
th

th

th

Senior Team
Catherine Holt, Tori Julian, Kristy Scott and Sally Lockyer
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Calendar Dates

December
14th- Grade 5 and 6 Aqua Adventure day
15th-LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2021-Dismissal at 3.30
-Grade 6 Graduation
th
16 - CURRICULUM DAY-No Students Required at school
17th- CURRICULUM DAY-No students required at school

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell
Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

Community Announcements
Vale Sister Shirley Pask
It is with great sadness we had to say farewell to our Knox Maternal Health Nurse Sister Shirley Pask
who passed away on 30th October 2021.
Sister Pask was the Knox Infant Welfare Sister from 1965-1990.
She was loved and respected by all the 1st time Mums and babies in the area.
Farewell Sister Pask.
1-11-1929 to 30-10-2021

Yarra Valley Psychology:
Back to School Support Group Opportunity
If parents/guardians are interested in this program for their
children, they need to fill out the expression of interest form and
they will be contacted when registrations open via email.
Click Here to Register
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