News
Towards the end of a very challenging 2021, let’s check our expectations against our reality………We
probably need help doing this because we might be feeling overwhelmed.
It helps to stop and ask:
‘is this something that is going to matter to me in a week or in a year? What is really possible right
now?’
take ‘5 steps forward’ to help with a reality check
STOP, SAY:
1. I am feeling……….
2. I am feeling this way because…………..
THIS IS NOT FOREVER!
MY ACTION PLAN
3. To help me feel better I can tell myself……….
4. AND I can tell an adult I trust about this……….
5. To put this behind me I can do this……………..
and this……….
………………………………………………until this uncomfortable feeling is over
Building a growth mindset, within reality, is about:
1. discovering and then
2. repeating what works
We need to take small steps forward and practise without judging ourselves until we can do thing
better. Sometimes this means…….
ASKING FOR HELP
We all need help sometimes but asking for it can feel uncomfortable.
The more we do it, the easier it gets.
Sometimes asking for help is about getting a task done.
Sometimes helping people is an opportunity to share gratitude and generosity.
It’s always worth it to show courage and ask, “Can you help me?”
conversation starters like:
• I’m struggling with _____. Can we talk about it later?
• I’m working hard, but I’m still not understanding _____. Can you help me?
• I’m not sure what I need. Can you please talk with me?
• Can you give me advice about _____?
Ask multiple people the same question and practise helping others on a regular basis.
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Students & Families leaving at the end of 2021: If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2021 Year 6
group please let the office staff know if you will not be at Fairhills in 2022.
Keep safe
be helpful
take care
Moi ☺

Launching in 2022!

Compass Payments
We have now begun using Compass to share excursion and event information. This also allows you
to sign permission forms and make payments too. The option of paying at the Office is still available
if needed. Please make sure you are logged into Compass to ensure you don’t miss out on all the
important information. Please check Compass to keep up to date. If you have any hassles, our Office
team are very happy to help you. Upcoming events on Compass are:
• 1/2 Sleep Over
• Gr5/6 Aqua Day
• Gr6 Graduation
• Special Lunch Day- For Everyone! (Coming soon)
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Junior News
Reading:

In reading, the Junior School has continued to practise our CAFÉ reading strategies.
The Preps have been learning about:
• Trying Lion – Reread the sentence and try another word that makes sense.
• Jabber the Reteller – Retell the beginning, middle and end of the story.
The Grade 1/2s have been focusing on:
• Helpful Hippo – Ask for help to work out what a word means.
• This or That Pat – Compare and contrast story elements.
Writing:

In Prep, we are continuing our narrative writing by creating sentences that describe and provide
more information to a picture. We have also been focusing on the sounds:
• ‘aw’ for /or/ as in saw and paw.
• ‘au’ for /or/ as in autumn and sauce.
In Grade 1/2, we have been planning the characters, settings, problems and solutions for narrative
writing.
We have also been learning how to edit sentences and paragraphs to ban the boring and include the
most interesting parts in our narrative writing.
Mathematics:
The Preps have been sharing collections into equal groups with and without leftovers. We have
turned our sharing into sentences such as 8 treats shared between 2 dogs is 4 each.
We have been learning more about familiar 3D objects by naming and describing the features of a
cone, sphere, cube and cylinder.
The Grade 1/2s have continued learning about addition and subtraction mental strategies. We have
been using number lines and charts to help us count forwards and backwards as well as partitioning
numbers to add and subtract. We have been using location and transformation language such as flip,
slide and turn to describe 2D shapes around us.
Reminders:
→ Blue FPS Folders – we need blue folders to be at school every day. Can you please make sure
that all messages/payments/notices that are coming to school are placed in your child’s blue
folder, and that you check each night and take out any notices or work that comes home.
→ Compass – as we are heading into the end of a busy term it is really important to keep
checking Compass. We use Compass to communicate messages, share news and recently
launch our paperless Grade 1/2 sleepover.

Celebrations:
❖ Grade 1/2 Reading – some sensational Grade 1/2 students have been doing some fantastic
reading so far this term and filling up their THR log! Well done and keep up that great
reading.
Well done on a wonderful week team!
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge
Well done to everyone that participated in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge! It was great to see so
many people getting involved and reading so many books!
Congratulations to Alexandra Andrews who took home the individual prize for
reading the most books out of all our students. She managed to read over 100
books! Great work Alexandra!
We would also like to congratulate our class winner 1/2M who claimed the
Golden Book Award for 2021!
We look forward to next year’s Premiers’ Reading Challenge and to seeing all of the books that you
will be reading!

Digimakers
Digimakers is back in 2022! This is a special club for
students who have a passion for STEM- Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. If your child
loves computers and programming, this may be perfect
for them. Stay tuned for more details on how to register.
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
19th November

26th November

Prep H

Jett

For working hard to
improve his counting
and number
recognition skills.
Sensational effort Jett!

Prep H

Jade

For showing a
wonderful
improvement in her
reading and
comprehension. What
a superstar!

Prep M

Nafas

Being an amazing,
independent, hard
working member of
our class and
demonstrating all of
our STARR Values.
Great work!

Prep M

Charlotte

For working hard to
ACHIEVE wonderful
handwriting and
concentrating on
creating interesting
narratives.

1/2M

Addison

For demonstrating the
STARR value Safety
inside and outside the
classroom. Well done
Addison!

1/2M

Rayan

For demonstrating the
STARR value
Achievement in his
Mathematics work
this week. Great work
Rayan!

1/2R

Brad

For having a positive
attitude towards his
learning and making
improvements to
focus on his learning
tasks. Keep it up Brad!

1/2R

Jax

For displaying a
growth mindset
towards his learning
tasks and improving
his focus during his
learning time. Well
done and keep it up
Jax!

3/4J

Nathaniel

For always
contributing to class
discussions and
showing Whole Body
Listening. Great work
Nate!

3/4J

Mick

For displaying the
STARR Value of
Achievement and
practising his spelling
words and
handwriting every
night. Keep it up Mick!
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3/4S

Riley

For showing amazing
personal growth by
reflecting on his
learning and giving his
learning amazing
effort over the past
week. Fabulous work
Riley!

3/4S

Miley

For trying her best in
writing to complete
her explanation text
by taking on feedback
and expanding her
knowledge. Keep up
the great work Miley.

5/6H

Sebastian

5/6H

Diesel

For working hard and
focusing on what he
needed to achieve for
his learning, even
during changes to his
normal class structure.
Well Done!

5/6L

Matilda

For always
contributing to class
discussions with
enthusiasm,
consideration and
respect. Thank you for
being a wonderful
classmate.
For her positive “I can
do” approach to all
learning tasks. She
demonstrates all our
STARR values with her
enthusiasm and
efforts. Fantastic to
see Matilda.

5/6L

Grace

For her persistence
and patience when
she comes across
obstacles or
difficulties. She takes
responsibility for
herself and completes
her learning tasks.

Arts

Devlin

For always trying his
absolute best in Visual
Arts. Excellent Effort
Devlin!

Arts

Zac

For always trying his
best in Visual and
Performing Arts. Well
done Zac!

P.E

Delilah

For her enthusiastic
approach to PE and
her excellent
basketball skills. Well
done Delilah!

P.E

Seth

For his excellent
attitude towards the
Bike Ed program and
his extraordinary bike
riding skills. Keep it up
Seth!
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HALTS- think about it!

Orientation Day
On Tuesday 7th December, all Grade 6 Students in Victoria will be attending Orientation Day at their
Secondary College. We too will be supporting all our Fairhills students transition on the same day.
The Fairhills students will be spending time in their new 2022 year level. While this may not be their
set class for 2022, we know that this practise eases concerns and continues to build the student’s
confidence and positivity. Like normal, classes and teachers for 2022 will be shared on the last day of
term.

Netflix Recommendations for Adults!
The Social Dilemma
This documentary-drama hybrid explores the dangerous human
impact of social networking, with tech experts sounding the alarm
on their own creations.

Old People’s Home for 4 Year Olds
A group of retirement home residents encounter a group of preschoolers in an ambitious effort to improve the health and
happiness of older adults.
Warning- get the tissues ready!
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eSafety Webinar Winner!
Congratulations to Charlie GB’s dad, Russell, for winning the prestigious box of chocolates prize, for
attending the recent eSafety Webinar. We hope everyone who attended these webinars learnt some
valuable information as they continue to guide their children through the world of technology. We
encourage everyone to sign up to future eSafety Webinars.

The Giving Tree
As we head towards this Christmas time, we want to encourage
our wonderful students, families and staff to be generous and
give to someone in need.
We invite you to contribute to our Giving Tree. Please donate
non-perishable food items.
Towards the end of the year, Student Leaders will assist in
wrapping up these gifts ready to be given away.
Please bring all items to the Office and leave them in the
container provided.

Term 4 Student Leader’s Lunch
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Senior News
Students have been adjusting to being back at school. It has been terrific to see so many of the
students approach their schoolwork with a growth mindset and putting fantastic efforts into their
school work.

Reading:
In Reading we have used a variety of books, fiction and nonfiction and have covered the following
comprehension skills.
• Inferring information from text and using information in the text to support our inferences.
• Asking questions while reading.

Writing:
During writing sessions, we have continued researching and publishing our explanation texts. Grade
5/6s have focused on publishing and using their explanations to express gratitude for our peers.
Grade 3/4s have used dynamic dialogue, show don’t tell strategies, ban the boring and exciting
ending strategies in their explanation writing.

.
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Maths:
In Mathematics we have been using chance games to work out the likelihood of events happening
and to work out probability. We have made predictions and decided whether games are fair or
unfair.
Grade 3 and 4 have been exploring mass and estimating and measuring objects weight by using
grams and kilograms

Grade 5 and 6 have been consolidating their knowledge of units of measurement
• Length: millimetres, centimetres, metres and kilometres
• Area: mm , cm , m , hectares and km
• Volume: cm and m
• Capacity: millilitres, litres, kilolitres
• Mass: grams, kilograms and tonnes.
They have used a variety of problem-solving techniques to solve problems involving these units of
measurement.
2

2

3

2

2

3

Celebrations:
Bike education has started for grades 5 and 6.

Grade 5s have made their speeches for leadership roles next year. These will be announced at our
final assembly on Wednesday 15 December.
th
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Reminders:
Students are required to bring their own masks to school. It is a good idea to have a spare in their
bag. We have had several masks break!
Classrooms are required to be well ventilated, this mean doors and windows are open. It can be cold
in the classrooms especially in the morning. Please ensure your child has the appropriate school
uniform to keep them warm.
Senior Team
Catherine Holt, Tori Julian, Kristy Scott and Sally Lockyer

Calendar Dates

December
3rd-Junior School Camping Program- Grade 1 and 2
7th-Orientation Day
14th- Grade 5 and 6 Aqua Adventure day
15th-LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2021-Dismissal at 3.30
-Grade 6 Graduation
16th- CURRICULUM DAY-No Students Required at school
17th- CURRICULUM DAY-No students required at school

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell
Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

End of Year Information- Reminders
• The normal end of year Swimming Program is cancelled this year. This is sadly due to the
impacts and uncertainty of Covid-19 during this time.
• Masks are still required for students in Grade 3-6. Please ensure your child brings a mask
from home every day.
• The Grade 6 Bike Hike is cancelled this year however, we are thankful we have been able to
achieve the normal Grade 5/6 Bike Education during November.
• Student Reports will be made available on Compass on Thursday 16th December at 4pm. If
you require a hard copy of the report, please register via our Office.
• The final day of school is Wednesday 15th December 2021. We will be having a final
assembly outside the Office at 3pm, with students being dismissed at 3.30pm.
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Yarra Valley Psychology:
Back to School Support Group Opportunity
If parents/guardians are interested in this program for their
children, they need to fill out the expression of interest form
and they will be contacted when registrations open via email.
Click Here to Register
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