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News 
PUT EVERY BIT OF EFFORT INTO WHAT YOU CAN CONTROL 

let’s: 
• clearly define 

• limits and  

• responsibilities  
• balance nutrition and adequate sleep  
• enjoy being outdoors as a family  
•  play, interact and plan opportunities for unstructured times and boredom  
let’s not be: 
• digitally distracted parents  
• Indulgent parents who let kids “rule the world”  
• sedentary  
• providers of endless stimulation 
users of technology to babysit 
providers of instant gratification and  
avoiders of dull moments  

We all want our children to be happy and healthy individuals, so….. 
Let’s: 

• set limits and remember that you are your child’s PARENT, not a friend  

• offer kids well-balanced lifestyle filled with what kids NEED, not just what they WANT 

• not be afraid to say “No!” to our kids if what they want is not what they need  
• provide nutritious food and limits snacks 
• spend one hour a day in green space: on bikes, hiking, fishing, watching birds/insects  
• have a daily technology-free family dinner 
• play one board game a day 
• involve your child in one chore a day - folding laundry, tidying up toys, hanging clothes, unpacking 
groceries, setting the table etc  
• Implement consistent sleep routines to ensure your child gets lots of sleep in a technology-free 
bedroom  
teach responsibility and independence 
As hard as it seems, let’s not over-protect kids from small failures. These small failures train them in 
the skills they need to overcome life’s challenges.  
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• you aren‘t your child’s entertainment crew and technology isn’t a cure for boredom  
We can teach our children to recognize and deal with frustration and anger. Use the FPS Is your Lid 
level? chart. 
Teaching greetings, turn taking, sharing, empathy, table manners and conversation skills are a 
regular part of parenting. 
 
Classes 2022 - It’s time to begin thinking about class groupings for 2022. 
At Fairhills PS, the placement of every child within a positive learning environment is given top 
priority.  
this is the FPS process: 
we ask students to indicate learning partners using sociograms - staff will be working through 
sociograms with students over the next few weeks 

• we talk about what a learning partner is 
o a learning partner is someone  

▪ we work well with 

▪ we don’t distract 

▪ who doesn’t distract us 
• staff check that each student has a nominated learning partner in their class 

staff also consider: 

• group dynamics 

• learning partner suggestions  

o using observations made during the whole school transition process 

o suggestions given by students in their sociograms 

• other considerations – family requests (siblings etc) 

We also practise learning together with different peers in different spaces with different staff. This is 
part of our whole school transition process, which will happen later in the year. 
If you, as a parent or carer, have a realistic request for a particular class placement, please write a 
letter, addressed to the Principal explaining the educational reasons for your request.  

 
Students & Families leaving at the end of 2021: 

If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2021 Year 6 group, please let the office staff know if you will not 
be at Fairhills in 2022. Please let us know at your earliest opportunity. 

and………………. 
 

Before the COVID pandemic society had very specific opinions about which workforce were the most 
important 

now that we are in this stage of Coronavirus 
we will never again underestimate the importance, strength, persistence and care of our 

health workers 
and our 

educators 
 

Keep safe and well everyone, take care 
Moi 
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We Have Lift Off! 
It has been great getting to know all our 2022 Prep students, 
both on Webex but thankfully in person too! 
 
We’ve already shared in Story Time, had a Teddy Bears Picnic 
and some fun Class Time. We’re looking forward to doing 
some PE and Art soon. 
 
If you know of anyone yet to enrol, please strongly encourage 
them to contact us ASAP 

 

 
  

 

 

World Teacher’s Day 2021 
We’re sure you’ll join us in saying a huge thank you to all 
our awesome teachers at Fairhills Primary School. They 
have certainly helped us all this year as we have continued 
to Learn, Grow and Achieve Together. 
 
On behalf of the school community, we say  
‘Thank you FPS Teachers!’ 

 

 

 

 

Shout Out! 
While there are many people we could do a ‘Shout Out’ for, today 
let’s acknowledge 3! 

• A big shout out to our Student Leaders who have led the 
school in Assembly on Webex and in person throughout the year. 
They have all grown in confidence and public speaking skills! 

• A huge shout out to all the adults who tirelessly prepare 
healthy snacks and lunch for the kids to enjoy and benefit from each 

learning day. Keep it up the awesome investment! 

• An enormous shout out to all the staff who were rostered on and involved in the Onsite 
Supervision Program during the recent Lockdown. During challenging and uncertain times, 
they left the comfort and security of their own homes, to come and care for those onsite. 
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Junior News 

Reading:  

In reading, the Junior School has continued to practise our CAFÉ reading strategies.   
 
The Preps have been learning about: 

• Flippy Dolphin: Flip the sound to another the letters make.  

• Skippy Frog: Skip the word, hop back and read again.  

• Fix Up Fox: Ask yourself if the word looks right, sounds right and makes sense.  
 

The Grade 1/2s have been focusing on: 

• Ellie Elephant: Identify the story elements of a fiction text. 

• Cassie Cow: Identify cause and effect relationships.  

• Read a Lot Dot: Read good fit books again and again to increase our vocabulary 

Writing:  

In Prep, we have finished our opinion writing about our favourite things. We have started writing 
about the beginning, middle and end of stories for narrative writing. We have also been focusing on 
the sounds: 

• ‘ir’ for /er/ as in bird, first and shirt.  

• ‘ur’ for /er/ as in curl, hurt and burger. 

• ‘ew’ for /ue/ for few, skew and grew. 
 
In Grade 1/2, we have finished our persuasive writing to convince the reader of our perspective. We 
have been writing dynamic dialogue to bring the characters in narratives to life. We have also been 
learning about how we can describe a setting, character or problem using interesting words with 
show, don’t tell. 

 

Mathematics: 
The Preps have been counting, adding and comparing numbers and groups to 20. We have also been 
using the words ‘left over’ and ‘take away’ to describe subtraction. We have been learning more 
about the durations of time and how to read o’clock times on analogue and digital clocks. The Preps 
have also continued exploring 2D shapes including squares, circles, rectangles and triangles.  
 
The Grade 1/2s have been learning about ordering number sequences, as well as, describing, 
drawing and counting Australian coins. We have also been comparing mass using scales, even 
creating scales at home! We have been recognising and drawing 3D objects and, have been creating 
and giving our friends directions around the playground. 
 
Reminders: 

→ Drink bottles – As the weather gets warmer it is important that students have drink bottles 
filled up with water at the beginning of each school day.  

→ Blue FPS Folders – we need blue folders to be at school every day. Can you please make sure 
that all messages/payments/notices that are coming to school are placed in your child’s blue 
folder, and that you check each night and take out any notices or work that comes home  
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Celebrations: 

❖ We’re Back! – Congratulations on a fantastic first full week back at school. A big thank you 
to everyone that supported remote learning throughout this year, I’m sure we’re all very 
excited to be back.  

❖ Prep Writing – congratulations to our sensational Preps who are showing wonderful growth 
in their writing and handwriting. Many of the students are ready to move to their ‘light blue’ 
writing pencils, which means they are consistently showing letters that are correctly formed 
and the right size. Well done!  

 
Well done on a wonderful week team!  
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson 
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers 

 
 29th October   5th November  

Prep H Nala For showing a great 
improvement in her 
reading and 
comprehension skills. 
Keep up the 
sensational effort 
Nala! 
 

Prep H Lennox For writing a most 
fabulous and excellent 
SIZZLING START! Keep 
up the great effort 
Lennox! 
 

Prep M Manny 

 
For settling into class 
routines, working on 
his independence and 
making new friends - 
keep working hard 
Manny! 
 

Prep M Hazel For showing resilience 
every morning when 
arriving at school; 
beating the bell and 
lining up on her star 
ready for learning. 
Exceptional work - 
well done! 
 

1/2M 
 

 

 

 

Jayden For working hard on 
his return to school. 
Great work Jayden! 
 

1/2M Roland For using the STARR 
value teamwork by 
helping others and 
thoughtfully 
contributing to class 
discussions. 

1/2R Hikawera For demonstrating our 
STARR value of 
achievement and 
Teamwork, working 
hard on all of his 
learning tasks and 
being a wonderful 
Team member of our 
class! Keep up the 
great work Hika! 
 

1/2R 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ella For demonstrating our 
STARR value of 
achievement and 
working hard on all of 
her learning tasks! 
Keep up the 
wonderful work Ella! 
 

3/4J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Austin 
 

For settling back into 
class routines and 
working hard to 
complete all tasks 
during our return to 
school days. Keep it up 
Austin! 
 

3/4J Skyla  For always 
demonstrating the 
STARR value of 
Achievement and 
taking pride in her 
work. Keep it up Skyla! 
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3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chloe 
 

For showing our 
STARR Value 
Achievement through 
her persuasive writing. 
Very powerful writing 
Chloe, well done! 
 

3/4S Minnie  For showing a positive 
attitude towards her 
learning and actively 
trying hard to extend 
herself in Maths. Well 
done Minnie 
 

5/6H 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blake 
 

For focusing on his 
school work and 
working hard all week 
on his learning goals. 
 

5/6H Lukas For asking questions 
when he needed 
clarification on a task. 
Keep up the fantastic 
efforts! 
 

5/6L Leni 
 

For her fantastic 
efforts this week, 
completing and 
handing in all her 
learning tasks. Keep it 
up Leni! 

 

5/6L Rubi  For displaying a 
positive attitude and 
having a growth 
mindset when 
approaching all her 
learning activities. 
Fantastic Rubi 
 

Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlette 
 

For following all 
instructions to create 
a Picasso Rose Period 
inspired, circus 
character. Brilliant 
work Charlette! 
 

Arts Alexia  For being helpful and 
displaying great 
teamwork skills in the 
art room. 
 

P.E 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlie For excellent effort 
and performance in 
our first PE lesson 
back in onsite 
learning. Well done 
Charlie, keep it up! 
 

P.E Lennox For excellent effort 
and skill level during 
PE games and ball 
handling activities. 
Great work Lennox! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together Newsletter: Issue 19 
Issue Date: 12th November 2021 

 
 Page 8 
 

News 
 
 
 

 12th November     

Prep H Shaun  For improving his 
resilience when facing a 
challenging situation 
and demonstrating the 
STARR Value of 
Responsibility. Fantastic 
effort Shaun! 
 

3/4S Lilly  For showing our STARR 
Value achievement in 
writing by trying her best 
to complete tasks to the 
set structures. Well done 
Lilly. 
 

Prep M Jhett  For persisting with his 
writing to complete a 
narrative - great work 
sounding out words and 
remembering finger 
spaces. 
 

5/6H Yiwei  For demonstrating all 5 
STARR values 
throughout the week- 
particularly 
achievement! Well Done 
:-) 
 

1/2M 
 

 

 

 

Mia For using the STARR 
value achievement to 
complete all of her work 
to a high standard. 
Great effort Mia! 
 

5/6L Charlie  For his terrific efforts to 
stay on task and 
complete learning tasks 
within appropriate time 
limits. This demonstrates 
our STARR value 
achievement Charlie, 
keep it up! 
 

1/2R Savannah For displaying a growth 
mindset towards her 
learning tasks and using 
our STARR value of 
achievement to work 
hard to complete her 
work. 
 

Arts Sam For carefully using ink to 
paint bamboo on his 
umbrella. You have 
mastered a great 
technique. Well done! 
 

3/4J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brodey  For working so hard to 
improve his handwriting 
and receive his pen 
licence. Great work 
Brodey! 
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Parent/Guardian Support  
 
Free eSafety Webinars for Parents/Guardians + Chocolates! 
There are still dates available in November!  
Mr Beever has already attended the first one and I highly recommend you to attend. 
 

• Webinar #1 eSafety's parent guide to digital technologies and mental health 
• Webinar #2 eSafety’s parent guide to online gaming 
• To register, go to this website: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars 

• Win a box of chocolates! Let me know you’ve registered for a webinar by completing this very 
short survey. By doing so, you’ll go into the draw to win a box of chocolates! Click Here 
 

Supporting Your Child to Start School in 2022 Webinar Summary 
 
On Wednesday 10th November, the 2022 Prep Families were invited to attend a DET Webinar on 
preparing for kids transition to school in 2022. We learnt the importance of establishing routines, 
playing games, being active, practising social skills and developing lifelong skills by completing chores 
at home. We’re sure you found the webinar really valuable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectful Relationships 
This term, our Respectful Relationships topic is Help-Seeking. Some of the aims include: 

• Identify people and situations with which they feel a sense of belonging 

• Identify situations that feel safe and unsafe 

• Identity when and from whom help can be sought  

• Discuss the importance of seeking help when problems are too big to solve alone  

• Practise seeking help from adults and peers. 
 

As a reminder, some of the suitable Wellbeing Strategies we use include: 

• The 5 Finger Strategy  

• Is It Bullying Poster 

• STARR Values in Action Poster 
We encourage all our families to further discuss this term’s focus at home as a family. 
 
Did you know? FV 
Our strong focus on wellbeing goes beyond just students at school. At Fairhills PS, we have key staff 
trained in managing and supporting disclosures of family violence. If you need support or know of 
someone who might, we encourage you to speak with us. Our STARR values truly include all of us. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
https://forms.gle/WEfCHiNFDYqmsTmr5
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End of Year Information 

• The normal end of year Swimming Program is cancelled this year. This is sadly due to the 
impacts and uncertainty of Covid-19 during this time. 

• Masks are still required for students in Grade 3-6. Please ensure your child brings a mask 
from home every day. 

• The Grade 5/6 Camp was due to occur during lockdown. Unfortunately, we were 
unsuccessful in securing a new date before the end of the year. There will however be some 
fun ‘camp’ activities occurring in class which the students will enjoy. 

• The Grade 5/6 Talk About It Puberty incursion will not occur this year due to the impacts of 
Covid-19. 

• Student Reports will be made available on Compass on Thursday 16th December at 4pm. If 
you require a hard copy of the report, please register via our Office. 

• The final day of school is Wednesday 15th December 2021. We will be having a final 
assembly outside the Office at 3pm, with students being dismissed at 3.30pm. 

 
 
 
 

 

The Giving Tree 
 
As we head towards this Christmas time, we want to 
encourage our wonderful students, families and staff to 
be generous and give to someone in need. 
 
We invite you to contribute to our Giving Tree. Please 
donate non-perishable food items. 
 
Towards the end of the year, Student Leaders will assist in 
wrapping up these gifts ready to be given away. 
Please bring all items to the Office and leave them in the 
container provided. 
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Senior News 

It has been wonderful to be back onsite and see our students in the classrooms and playgrounds.  
 

 
 
 
Grade 3/4s have been identifying and discussing the emotions they 
are feeling being back at school.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reading: 
In Reading we have used a variety of books fiction and nonfiction and have covered the following 
comprehension skills. 

• Go back and re-read. 

• Compare and contrast 

• Literacy elements – plot, character, point of view, 
using literacy devices like figurative language 
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Writing: 
During writing sessions we have completed writing our persuasive pieces and revisited explanation 

writing. Grade 5/6s have focused on their questioning and research skills before writing their 

explanations and grade 3/4s have planned their explanations. 

 

 

 
Maths: 
In Mathematics we have been working with number patterns and using them to solve problems.  
The CUBES strategy has been used by grade 3 and 4s to solve problems. We have also been 
calculating area. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 5 and 6 have been exploring volume and capacity.  We have made a cubic metre and worked 
out how many centimetre cubes would fit inside it. We calculated the volume of various boxes 
around the classroom and converted cm3 to mL and L. 
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Inquiry: 

Year 5 and 6 have been making a scaled model of our solar system with Papier Mache. It is a work in 

progress. 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations: 
Grade 6s are making plans for their graduation and have been asked to find photos of themselves 
through primary school. Stay tuned for more details of the venue and date of graduation. 
 
Grade 5s are beginning to think of themselves as leaders of the school and applying for leadership 
roles for 2022. 
 
 
Reminders: 

• Students are required to bring their own masks to school. It is a good idea to have a spare in 

their bag. We have had several masks break! 

• Classrooms are required to be well ventilated, this mean doors and windows are open. It can 

be cold in the classrooms, especially in the morning. Please ensure your child has the 

appropriate school uniform to keep them warm. 

Senior Team 
Catherine Holt, Tori Julian, Kristy Scott and Sally Lockyer 
 

Calendar Dates School Information 

 

December 
7th-Orientation Day 
15th-LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2021-Dismissal at 3.30 
 
16th- CURRICULUM DAY-No Students Required at school 
17th- CURRICULUM DAY-No students required at school 
 
 

Principal: Moi Beaurain 
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever 
School Council President: Bev Shaw 
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell 
 
 
Phone: 9758 3007    Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by 
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a 
child’s absence) 
 
 
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries. 
Monday:        8.30am-4.00pm 
Tuesday:        8.30am-3.00pm 
Wednesday:  8.30am-3.00pm 
Thursday:       8.30am-3.00pm 
Friday:            8.30am-4.00pm 

 
 

mailto:Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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