News
Well done on a great BACK IN ACTION! start to on site learning team!
Calm organised TOGETHER!
BRILLIANT!
Some of us – our students included – are showing signs of cellular fatigue – of being tired.
This is totally normal and logical.
It takes a lot of energy to be at our best and ready for learning.
We are all remembering school routines and expectations.
You can help by making sure your children are in bed on time, in a calm, cool, bedroom WITHOUT
any TVs, phones, iPads or computers to keep them awake and distracted.
Healthy eating and a regular good night’s sleep go a long way in equipping kids to be their best.
We are also concentrating on being respectful and friendly and we are all – especially students connecting with each other again in thoughtful, kind ways.
We are remembering the Fairhills way of belonging and of being part of the team.
Making friends is an important part of your child’s development. Friends are people that your child
can:
• talk to
• share things with and confide in
Strong friendships allow children to grow into well-adjusted adults with strong social skills.
The role of friends
Parents and friends play a different role in the life of a child.
You can help your child to make long-term decisions about things like their values and morals.
Your child’s friends are more likely to influence their short-term choices. This could include:
• the way they dress
• their hobbies
• the things they like to do in their spare time
Talk to your child about their friends
Your child’s friendships can often change.
It is the quality of friends that your child has that is important, not the number. Whether your child
has one special friend, or many friends isn’t the issue. As long as they are happy and content, they’ll
do fine.
Sometimes your child will argue with their friends. Not all arguments are bad. They are an important
part of growing up.
Talk to your child about
• what things they like to do with their friends
• the things they like about their friends
• the ways your child could show their friends how much they mean to them
• how their friendships are going
If there are problems, this gives your child a chance to talk to you about them.
Listen to your child and use open-ended questions. These are questions that can't be answered with
a simple yes or no.
Talk to your child about YOUR friends
Talking to your child about your own friends and friendship history, shows them how to be a friend
and have friends.
Use examples and explain to your child the time and effort you put into your own friendships
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Talk about forgiveness
Sometimes friends do things that upset us. This doesn’t mean the friendship has to end.
Understanding that everyone makes mistakes is an important lesson to learn.
Help your child make friends
Friendships are usually made between people who have the same interests. Making friends can take
time. Some children find it easy to make friends. Others find it difficult. You know your child best.
If you know your child is nervous or shy when making friends, you can encourage them to:
• say hello and smile
• look for another child who seems shy and talk to them
• ask questions to start a conversation, like what school did you go to last year or do you like
maths, music, running?
• listen to other children when they are talking and find out if they have things in common
You can also support your child’s interests and once we’re fully out of LOCKDOWN, get them
involved in clubs or groups. This means they can make friends with children outside of school too.
Social media and friendships
The internet lets young people make friends in new ways. Friendships made through social media
are different from real-life friendships. These friendships let your child
• talk about sensitive issues without feeling judged
• experiment with their identity in an anonymous way
Make sure your child is staying safe. Pay attention to their online friendships and social media
activity.
Friendships and moving to secondary school
Friends help each other make the move from primary to secondary school easier.
Your child will have made strong friendships at primary school. Your child might want to stay with
their friends and go to the same secondary school. They might choose to go to a different school.
You can help your child keep their current friends and make new friends at their new school.
Friendships need time, attention and trust if they are going to last.
You should encourage your child to spend quality time with their new and old friends.

Students & Families leaving at the end of 2021:
If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2021 Year 6 group, please let the office staff know if you will
not be at Fairhills in 2022.
This is REALLY important for the organisation of resources for 2022.
Each Victorian Government school accesses 4 School Council approved student free Curriculum days
per year. Fairhills PS has 2 of these days left. We use these days to plan curriculum, organise
resources and upskill our practice. We want to cause the least disruption to our families, so for this
reason the 2 remaining 2021 Curriculum days will be held on the last 2 days of Term 4 2021.
School Council approved Student free
Curriculum Days
• Thursday 16 DECEMBER 2021
• Friday
17 DECEMBER 2021
NO students are required at school on these days.
The last day of Term 4 2021 will be Wednesday 15 DECEMBER dismissal 3.30PM.
Keep safe and well
Take care
Moi
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Prep 2022 Transition
It has been great to welcome all our 2022 Prep
kids to our Ready, Set Go Pre-Prep Transition
Program in Term 4!
For those yet to enrol, please get in contact with
us ASAP and we'd be happy to help! If any FPS
families know of someone yet to enrol, please
encourage them to call us.
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Junior News
Reading:
In reading, the Junior school has continued to practise our CAFÉ reading strategies. In prep, we have
been learning about Eagle Eye, Stretchy Snake and Chunky Monkey. Eagle Eye reminds us to look at
the pictures for clues when reading. Stretchy Snake helps us to slowly stretch out a word and
importantly to blend the sounds back together. Chunky Monkey reminds us to chunk words into
parts.

In Grade 1 and 2, we have been practising Features Flamingo, Punky Pelican and Purpose Pig.
Features Flamingo reminds us to use non-fiction features such as headings, diagrams and captions to
understand the text. Purpose Pig helps us to identify the author’s purpose for creating the text – to
persuade, inform or entertain. Punky Pelican reminds us to use the punctuation and scoop our
phrases together.

Writing:
In Prep we have continued to focus on the sounds - ‘igh’ for /ie/ as in high or night, ‘ow’ for /oa/ as
in the words low or grow and ‘ow’ for /ou/ as in frown or clown.
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The Preps have been learning about opinion writing. We have been sharing our opinion on fruit,
crayons, vegetables, animals, activities and lots more.
The Grade 1/2s have been focusing on persuasive writing. They have been writing to persuade
families, teachers and friends about the best pet, food and clothes. This week we have been focusing
on using persuasive language when advertising a product we have invented. Get those inventing
caps on!

Mathematics:
In Prep, we have been focusing on counting to 20. We have been using number lines to practise
counting forwards and backwards. We have also learned about the number names between 10 and
20. The preps have also continued their focus on subitising by using their eyes to identify the
number of objects in a set without counting them.
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We have also been learning about Mass if objects are heavy or light. We even hefted some objects
around our houses. We also sorted and measured the Capacity - the amount or how much
something can hold - of items around our house. How many blocks can your saucepan hold? This
week we are focusing on length, this is how we describe how long or short something is.
The Grade 1/2s have been reviewing place value and breaking numbers into hundreds, tens and
ones using MABs. We have been learning about fractions of a whole. We can find fractions of
numbers, objects or groups.
We have also explored chance language to describe events such as certain, likely, unlikely and
impossible. Grade 1/2s have learned about digital and analogue time for o’clock, quarter to, quarter
past and half past the hour. We have been practising drawing clocks, telling the time and converting
analogue to digital time.

Reminders:
→ Assistance and support- If you need support for your child with their learning or help
accessing anything, please contact your classroom teacher or the school office.
→ Hats are back!- Hats are required for all the months with an ‘R’ in the name.
Celebrations:
❖ Congratulations to the whole Junior School on a fabulous start to the term, launching into
your Remote Learning.
❖ Fantastic job returning to onsite school this week! We are so proud of how hard students are
continuing to work with our transition to onsite learning.
❖ Thank you to everyone who made magnificent bird feeders for the JSC Spring Challenge
throughout the past few weeks, they look excellent!
Keep up the fantastic effort everyone!
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson
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Senior News
We have been very busy in grade 3- 6 this term, with lots of fantastic learning opportunities.
Reading:
We have used a variety of books fiction and nonfiction and have covered the following
comprehension skills.
1. Finding the main idea.

2. Working out why the author has written a book – the author’s purpose

3. Analysing why an event happens in a book or why a character behaves in a particular way –
cause and effect
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Students in grades 3- 6 have worked out reading strategies from the CAFÉ menu that they personally
need to improve on and have been demonstrating these achievements to their teachers.

Writing:
This term we have written and explored persuasive texts. This means trying to convince our readers
to believe and agree with your point of view.

We have discovered how knowledge about a topic and research can make our arguments stronger.
We have used paraphrasing to put ideas into our own words to show our understanding.
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Grade 3 and 4 have worked out two sides of a topic and debated them in class.

Grade 5 and 6 students have looked at their writing pieces and worked out
strategies they could work on to improve their writing. Below is part of the skills
they are developing.

Mathematics:
We have been working with decimals. Grade 3 and 4 have been using them on number-lines and
adding and subtracting decimals. Grade 5 and 6 have multiplied and divided decimals.
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We have also explored and measured angles

We have revisited multiplication and division this term.

Another topic covered is measurement.

Inquiry
Year 3 and 4 have been researching day night and shadows. Grade 5 and 6 have been exploring and
researching information about space. Here are some work examples below:
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
15th October

22nd October

Prep H

Jamie

For working hard to
improve his writing by
thinking about his own
opinion and using that
to complete his
learning tasks. Well
done Jamie, keep it
up!

Prep H

Jai

For working hard to
improve his
handwriting and for
producing writing that
is sitting on the line
and includes finger
spaces.

Prep M

Mitchell

For maintaining
concentration and
working hard to
complete work to the
best of his ability.
Great start to the term
Mitchell - well done.

Prep M

Dexter

For settling well into
our routines,
organising himself and
completing his work to
a high standard - so
many STARR Values!
Great work.

1/2M

Rylan

For launching into his
learning with a great
attitude and
contributing to our
class sessions.

1/2M

Katie

For using the STARR
value of Responsibility
to complete learning
tasks and participate
in class sessions.
Lovely effort Katie!

1/2R

Jobe

For displaying a
growth mindset
towards his learning
tasks and improving
his focus during his
learning time. Well
done and keep it up
Jobe!

1/2R

Rhys

For demonstrating our
STARR value of
achievement, working
hard on all of his
learning tasks and
participating in class
discussions by sharing
his knowledge with his
class. Keep up the
Superstar work Rhys!

3/4J

Holly

For always displaying
the STARR Value of
Achievement and
completing all set
learning tasks. Keep
up the fabulous work
Holly!

3/4J

Kaya

For displaying the
STARR Value of
Achievement and
working so hard to
complete his Reading
tasks. Keep it up Kaya!
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3/4S

Sshyna

For trying her best and
taking on challenges
with a growth
mindset. Keep aiming
high Sshyna!

3/4S

Lily

For showing our
STARR Value
Achievement in
Reading when finding
the cause and effect.
Well done Lily.

5/6H

Tayla

For exceptional work
when analysing
author’s purpose in
reading and for
showing growth every
week.

5/6H

Lucas F

For always showing
the STARR value of
respect, even when
faced with difficult
choices. What a great
role model!

5/6L

Sam

For setting high goals
5/6L
for himself and
achieving them. Keep
up the fantastic efforts
and positive attitude
Sam!

Zeke

Arts

Blythe

For always
consistently doing his
best to complete the
Visual Art and
Performing Art
learning tasks. Brilliant
effort Blythe!

Arts

Elijah

For showing our
STARR value of
responsibility, asking
questions when he
doesn’t understand
and requesting to stay
back after WebEx
classes to clarify his
understanding.
Awesome Zeke!
For creating an
amazing piece of
artwork, inspired by
Picasso’s blue period.
Brilliant Effort!

P.E.

Jaime

For consistently doing
her best in the PE
learning tasks and the
live online exercise
sessions. Keep up the
great work Jaime!

P.E.

Lucca
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For consistently doing
his best in the live
online exercise
sessions and also
having a great start to
PE back at school.
Keep up the great
work Lucca!
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

December
15th-LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2021-Dismissal at 3.30
16th- CURRICULUM DAY-No Students Required at school
17th- CURRICULUM DAY-No students required at school

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 13

Newsletter: Issue 18
Issue Date: 22nd October 2021

