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FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING! 

READING 
Congratulations to our 2021 Year 6 student leaders! 

 Thank you to the Fairhills High School Leaders for presenting the badges and for sharing their 

thoughts on Leadership with us all. 

School Captains: Ruby G & Lian O Junior School Council Leaders: Sam D & Mackenzie K  

Environmental Leaders: Lola W, Rubi W & Zaine B Sport Captains: Ryder C-S & Matilda M 

House Captains: BRADMAN: Trinity M FRASER: Lily J DE CASTELLA: Charlie G-B CUTHBERT:    

Sebastian G  Arts leaders: Payton M & Lucas F  Art Monitor: Charlee R  Flag Monitors: Hayden B-K, 

Blythe K-P & Kobi B   Bike Shed Monitors: Blake C, Mason H-D & Charli C Library Monitors: Seth F, Lily 

H & Diesel A Digital Technology Leaders: Grace J, Ariel D & Anvesh G.    

 

Some parenting ideas from Michael Grose: 

5 habits worth developing which often go under the radar: 

1. keep at last 2 friendship groups – it always helps to have a set of friends outside school 

2. make a personal space – especially as kids get older. It’s a great thinking and reflecting space  

3. talk about troubles – a problem shared is a problem halved. It’s a great way to come up with 

strategies and solutions too 

4. develop interests that energise rather than drain – physically healthy or creative activities 

help manage everyday stressors  

5. MAKE MEALTIMES REGULAR  - a regular meal with the family provides young people with 

the opportunity to catch up with their parents and siblings  

Regular mealtimes also provide lots of opportunities to develop listening waiting and language 

skills - it’s also a really great way to enjoy and appreciate each other  

The PFA – Parents And Friends Annual General Meeting is also on Wednesday 17 MARCH at 12.30pm 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
 

 Keep reading team  

Keep well 

Moi  
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A Child’s Interests 
Have you ever considered your child’s interests?  Are they vast or 
limited? Are they technology reliant? 
It is becoming increasingly apparent that a large percentage of children 
in society today are solely reliant on technology as their only source of 
interest, passion and entertainment.  
 
Children need more than just technology. We want to encourage you 

to start now before it’s too late. 
 
You might already be actively supporting other interests in your child. Here are some ideas: playing a 
sport, drawing/cartooning, dancing, singing, acting, reading, building, making, painting, exercising, 
story publishing, role playing, creating, volunteering, writing, problem solving, structured social 
groups, crosswords, Sudoku’s, puzzles, board games, the list goes on. 
 
Think about it. 

 

 

 
 
 
FPS Clubs are back! 
 
The Lego club had a very busy week, building creations and building friendships! 
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Working Bee 
It is mulch time! Seriously, this will be huge! 4 playgrounds, 4 
big piles of mulch. Kids and adults are all invited. There’ll be 
icy pole treats ready to go. 
 
Bring your wheel barrows, buckets, garden forks and fun! 
 
Friday 19th March 3.31pm- 4.30pm 
 
There will be an OHS sign-in process on arrival. 
 
Come along, get involved and help make our school great! 

 
 
 

 

Prep Tours  
2022 Prep Tours are happening! If you know someone who 
has a child starting Prep in 2022, encourage them to get in 
touch with our office to arrange a tour of our wonderful 
school. 

 

 

 

 

A few Reminders 

 When on the school site, student mobile phones must 
remain in bags and handed in to their teacher at the 
start of each day. 

 Dogs are not permitted onsite or near any of the gates. 

 When riding/scooting to school, once a student enters 
a school gate, they must only walk their bike or scooter 
on the school site. 

 If you see a new parent/guardian, please say hello and 
help them feel connected and included. Go on, you can 
do it! 

 

 

 

 

Freshly picked from the FPS garden! 
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Junior News 

Reading:  

In Prep, we are continue to reinforce our beginning reading behaviours - directionality (reading from 
left to right) and one-to-one correspondence (point to one word, say one word). We are 
consolidating our understanding of the difference between letters, words and sentences. The Preps 
are showing great improvement in being able to hear the initial, or beginning sound in a word and 
are beginning to hear ending sounds as well. 
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Chunky Monkey and Skippy Frog, who remind us to break 
unknown words into smaller chunks to make them easier to figure out and to skip a tricky word, 
read to the end of the sentence and then hop back and read it again. 

           

 

Writing:  

The Preps are focused on Group 2 of the Jolly Phonics sounds – so far we’ve learned /ck/, /e/, /h/, 
/r/ and /m/.  
They are continuing to work on their lowercase letter formation and have begun tracing and copying 
sentences, with a focus on sitting their writing on a line. They have also started having a go at writing 
simple, phonetic words. 

         

 

In Grade 1 and 2, we have been learning about opinion writing. We have been practising supporting 
our opinions, or points of view, with a number of reasons. At this stage, we are not trying to 
convince the reader of our point of view, but merely learning to express our opinions with support, 
to help the reader understand our view point. 

 

Mathematics: 
In Prep, we have been focused on identifying and counting to seven, eight and nine. We have 
learned to define a pattern and have been identifying and creating AB and ABC patterns – or 
patterns with two or three elements. We have begun to explore concepts in measurement, 
specifically length and mass – this week we discovered hefting and have been comparing the mass, 
or weight, of two objects. 
The Grade 1 and 2s have been focusing on recognising, modelling and partitioning numbers to 100 
and beyond – it is important that students can think about numbers in a variety of ways. They have 
also been reviewing and consolidating their understanding of the days of the week and months of 
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the year, as well as continuing to hone their skills in describing and classifying 2D shapes and 3D 
objects by their observable features.  
 
 
Reminders: 

 Late Arrivals – just a reminder that if your child arrives at school after the bell has rung, they 
need to be taken to the Office, and not straight to their classroom, so that they can be 
signed in. We cannot sign students in in the classroom. 

 Homework & Home Reading – please encourage your child to establish a positive 
homework and home reading routine. Both the Grade 1 and 2 students have started 
homework, which will be given out on Mondays and is due back to school each Friday. The 
Preps should be bringing home their Take Home Sound Book each day to practise, please 
help them remember to bring it back to school every day. 

 Tissues – if you haven’t sent in a box of tissues for your child’s class, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. A big thank you to those people who have sent them in already. 
 
 

 
Celebrations: 

 Well done to those students who have jumped straight into home reading and homework – 
it’s fantastic to see routines being set right from the beginning of the year! If you haven’t 
quite got into routine yet, there’s still time, let’s get reading! This includes the Preps, who 
have been doing a fantastic job of bringing their Take Home Sound books every day and 
practising their letter sounds and actions – great job everyone! 

 Congratulations to the Preps who attended their first whole school assembly today! It was 
all very new and exciting (and maybe a little intimidating for some!) but they did a fantastic 
job!  

 
Keep up the great effort everyone! 
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson 
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers 

 
 1st March   8th March  

Prep H Lennox For always striving to 
do his personal best 
and showing kindness 
and caring to his 
classmates. Great 
effort Lennox! 
 

Prep H Yimo For taking great care 
with all work tasks and 
being a kind and 
respectful student in 
Prep H. Keep it up 
Yimo! 
 

Prep M Charlotte  For demonstrating 
respect for others and 
her classroom, for 
taking responsibility 
over her own learning 
and making a positive 
contribution during all 
classroom activities  
 

Prep M Savannah Contributing to class 
discussions by 
respecting class rules, 
putting her hand up 
and listening to other 
students when they 
are speaking - great 
job! 
 

1/2M 
 

 

 

 

Angela For having a positive 
attitude towards her 
reading response. 
Keep working hard 
Angela! 
 

1/2M Savannah For displaying the 
STARR value 
Achievement by 
always trying her best. 

1/2R Indie For demonstrating all 
the STARR values in 
our classroom and 
displaying a respectful 
and responsible 
attitude during 
learning time. Super 
work Indie!  
 

1/2R 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathan For demonstrating all 
STARR values in our 
classroom and 
displaying a respectful 
and responsible 
attitude during 
learning time. Well 
done Nathan!  
 

3/4J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophia For always 
demonstrating the 
STARR Values in our 
classroom, showing 
respect for others and 
taking pride in her 
learning. Keep it up 
Sophia! 
 

3/4J Holly For demonstrating the 
STARR Values of 
respect and 
responsibility in her 
learning and 
interactions with 
others. Keep it up 
Holly! 
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3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Damien  For always being a 
positive and 
supportive member of 
our class and 
demonstrating our 
STARR values. Well 
done Damien, keep up 
the great work! 
 

3/4S Riley For always trying his 
best in the classroom, 
well done Riley, keep 
up the great work. 

5/6H 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hayden  For working really 
hard to improve his 
ICT skills and saving 
his work correctly. 
Great work. 
 

5/6H Lucas For showing Starr 
values of teamwork 
and respect in the 
school yard. Great 
work Lucas 

5/6L Leni  For always using her 
STARR values and 
being such a great role 
model in our 
classroom. 

 

5/6L Rubi For her persistence 
and efforts she is 
putting into the 
research for her 
geography 
assignment. 
 

Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ellie  For exploring different 
textures to create 
artwork inspired by 
Vincent Van Gosh. 
Great Effort Ellie! 
 

Arts Luke For creating a 
wonderful sunflower 
painting with 
plasticine as a printing 
tool. Excellent work 
Luke! 
 

P.E 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diesel For taking the time to 
learn and master a 
new skill. For showing 
respect to his teacher 
and being helpful 
 

P.E Savannah For doing her very 
best to master the skill 
of throwing and 
striking a tennis ball. 
 

 

FAIRHILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL EASTER RAFFLE 

The PFA has begun to organise this year’s Easter raffle. The success of this raffle relies on donations 
from families in the school community. 
Donations can be anything to do with Easter, from Chocolate Easter treats, packaged Easter biscuits 
to Easter decorations. 
 
Today you would have a received a note from the PFA with more details. 
 
The raffle will be drawn at the Easter hat parade on Thursday 1st April. 
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The 5 Finger Strategy 
 
Ask your kids about this important poster. 
 
Ask them to explain why we need it. 
 
Ask them when they have used it. 
 
Help them to practise this at home and beyond! 

 

 

 

 

Senior News 

Reading: 
In senior school we’ve been developing our stamina in reading. We have been learning to connect 
our prior knowledge to texts and developing our inferencing skills. We’ve created some lovely pieces 
of work to show the depth of our knowledge and understanding of each skill. 
 
 
Writing: 
During writing, our persuasive writing unit is going well, and we’ve developed some strong 
arguments for each of our topics backed up by experts through our research. They’d love to try to 
persuade you to their way of thinking so look out for that skill at home. 
 
 
Maths: 
Throughout the past two weeks in Maths students have continued to explore patterns in numbers in 
the world around us, using our strategies to mentally calculate equations. We’ve been super busy 
continuing our unit on data and ways to represent it. 
 
 
Celebrations: 
There have been some wonderful lunchtime activities happening throughout our school recently and 
the enthusiasm for variety is fabulous to see. Some of our magnificent 5/6 girls have even begun a 
netball game for other students during lunch which shows great initiative and leadership skills. 
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PFA AGM and 1st Meeting 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO OUR AGM & FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR 
The Parents and Friends Association AGM & the first meeting for the year are coming up, on 
Wednesday 17th March, in the school hall at 12.30pm. Afternoon tea will be provided.  
All parents, carers, friends & family members are welcome and encouraged to come along and get 
involved. We would love to see some new faces. Our meetings are very relaxed and we always have 
a laugh whilst helping raise funds for our wonderful children and fabulous staff. 

  

 The following positions on the committee are available for anyone to nominate for: 
 
 *President  
 *Vice President  
 *Secretary 
 *Treasurer  
 *Donations Officer 
 *General Committee 
 
There is a membership fee of 50cents, that is payable on the day before elections. All members are 
required to sign a code of conduct form and have a current working with children check. 
 
We hope to see you there. 
Kind Regards the PFA Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar Dates School Information 

 
 
March 

25th-Twilight Sports 
 
April 

1st- Easter Hat Parade 
    -PFA Easter Raffle Drawn 
     -Last Day of School Term 1-  2.30pm finish 

Principal: Moi Beaurain 
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever 
School Council President: Bev Shaw 
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell 
 
 
Phone: 9758 3007    Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by 
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a 
child’s absence) 
 
 
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries. 
Monday:        8.30am-4.00pm 
Tuesday:        8.30am-3.00pm 
Wednesday:  8.30am-3.00pm 
Thursday:       8.30am-3.00pm 
Friday:             8.30am-4.00pm 

 
 

mailto:Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Fairhills Primary 

Twilight Sports 2021 

When: Thursday 25th March  

Where:  Fairhills Primary School Oval  

Time:  4.30 – 6.15pm  

Wear your house colours and join in the fun at our annual 

twilight sports night.  

Families are welcome to set up a picnic rug and eat your 

dinner as you cheer on our fantastic Fairhills students in 

their events.  
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