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News 
OUR COMMUNITY IS COMMITTED TO LEARNING 

Thank you to all of our families who met with classroom teachers on WebEx for the Term 1 Getting 
to Know You interviews. These interviews give us a very positive opportunity to share information, 
get to know each other and set the scene as partners in learning. 
 

WE LOVE READING AT FPS! 
How can you help? 

 listen to your child read for 10 minutes every night 

 practise individual spelling words 

 practise any tricky words before and after reading 

 play concentration games with individual spelling words 

  always be encouraging and focus on improvement and on having a  growth mindset 

 model and value reading in everyday life 

 talk about the beginning the middle and the end of the story 

 talk about what might happen next 

  

 explore ‘what if…..’ scenarios 

 talk about stories written by the same author 
Reading together is a fun time – especially when it’s the last thing you do together before 
bed  

HAPPY READING! 
 

Congratulations to everyone who participated in the Bayswater District Swimming. We achieved 
many personal bests – good work team!  
 

Thanks to our families for not parking in the staff car park. 

 This is a safety issue and a NO GO zone for kids.  

For new families – the parking adjacent to the front of the school building is for staff parking, 

and deliveries.  Please do not park here. 

while we’re talking safety…………. 

If your small, pre-school children are playing on school playground equipment please be 

vigilant about supervision. 
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School Council Elections 

Here’s a fabulous chance to work together for our school! 

One meeting per month! 

Usually on WebEx! 

Understand the importance of belonging and of being part of the team! 

Get to influence decision making! 

You can self-nominate or be nominated to join our School Council! 

Just come in to the front office – we’ll help you! 

Forms are now available from the front office. 

FAIRHILLS NEEDS YOU! 

Our Annual General Meeting of School Council is Tuesday 30 MARCH 5.00pm 

This will be followed by the first meeting of the 2021 FPS School Council. 

The PFA – Parents And Friends - Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday 17 MARCH at 12.00pm 

in the hall. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME at both meetings! 

Keep safe and well 

Moi 

 

 

School Council Election 2021 - Information for Parents 
What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are 
given powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 

 A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be 
from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent 
members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 

 A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no 
more than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school 
is automatically one of these members. 

 An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the 
council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not 
eligible to be Community members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members 
expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 
the direction of the school. 
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and 
may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
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In view of this, you might seriously consider 

 standing for election as a member of the school council 

 encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with 
others to help shape the school's future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement 
of Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the 
usual time line has been varied by the Minister. 
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or 
you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible 
to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the 
Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of 
your completed nomination. 
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will 
be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

Remember 
 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 

 Consider standing for election to council this year    

 Be sure to vote in the elections. 

Contact the principal for further information. 
 

 

 

 
Working Bee 
It is mulch time! Seriously, this will be huge! 4 playgrounds, 4 
big piles of mulch. Kids and adults are all invited. There’ll be 
icy pole treats ready to go. 
 
Bring your wheel barrows, buckets, garden forks and fun! 
 
Friday 19th March 3.31pm- 4.30pm 
 
There will be an OHS sign-in process on arrival. 
 
Come along, get involved and help make our school great! 

 
 
Prep Tours  
Yes Prep Tours for 2022 have begun already! If you know someone who has a child starting Prep in 
2022, encourage them to get in touch with our office to arrange a tour of our wonderful school. 
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I’ll Do Better Tomorrow 
 
None of us are perfect, yet that does not mean we can’t 
look to tomorrow to do that little bit better. It could be 
anything: learning, friends, parenting, exercise, time, 
words, mindset, etc. 
 
In Dr Justin Coulson’s Happy Families Podcast, he and his 
wife Kylie share some real-life stories of being a parent of 
kids. The good, the bad and how they can be better 
parents, tomorrow. Check out Podcast #208 I’ll Do Better 
Tomorrow to learn, laugh and be inspired. 

Consider, how will you do better tomorrow?  
Why not ask your child or your friend this same question!  

 

 

 
A few Reminders 

 When on the school site, student mobile phones must remain in their bags and handed in to 
their teacher at the start of each day. 

 Dogs are not permitted onsite or near any of the gates. 

 When riding/scooting to school, once a student enters a school gate, they must only walk 
their bike or scooter on the school site. 

 If you see a new parent/guardian, please say hello and help them feel connected and 
included. Go on, you can do it! 

 

 

 

 

 

A School Picnic to celebrate the start of the 
year and completion of our STARR Start Up 
Program. 
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Junior News 

Reading:  

In Prep, we are learning beginning reading behaviours, such as directionality (reading from left to 
right) and using one-to-one correspondence (tracking words with our finger as we read). We are 
learning to identify the difference between letters, words and sentences.  
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Stretchy Snake who reminds us to listen for the sounds in 
words, stretch the sounds out and then blend them together to decode unknown words. 

 

 

Writing:  

The Preps are focused on Group 1 of the Jolly Phonics sounds. They are learning to listen to the 
sounds in words  (segmenting) and stretching them out to join them together (blending) to make 
known words. They are beginning to practise forming lower case writing, by tracing models.  

          

 

 

The Grade 1s and 2s have been focused on recount writing. They have been planning their writing to 
ensure they include all the important information necessary to make our writing engaging for the 
reader. This means including the Who, What, Where, When and Why of our experiences.  

 
Mathematics: 
In Prep, we have been focused on identifying the numbers one to six. We have begun to explore 2D 
shapes by identifying their features and have begun using prepositional language to describe where 
we are in relation to an object, i.e. I am standing IN FRONT of the bag boxes.  
The Grade 1s and 2s have been focused on skip counting – the Grade 1s are working towards 
counting forwards and backwards by 2s, 5s and 10s, while the Grade 2s are practising counting by 2s, 
3s, 5s and 10s. Please feel free to practise at home! They have also been exploring measurement, in 
particular length and mass – the students have been estimating and checking using informal units, 
such as hand spans.  
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Reminders: 

 Blue Folders – it is important all students have a blue Fairhills folder; this is used for 
communicating between home and school and for take home reading. If your child does not 
have one, it would be helpful if that could be arranged at your earliest convenience. These 
folders should travel to and from school every day. 

 Homework & Home Reading – please encourage your child to establish a positive 
homework and home reading routine. Both the Grade 1 and 2 students have started 
homework, which will be given out on Mondays and is due back to school each Friday. The 
Preps should be bringing home their Take Home Sound Book each day to practise, please 
help them remember to bring it back to school every day. 

 Labelling – we have had quite a number of unnamed plastic containers and a few jumpers 
lose their way in the last couple of weeks. Please ensure ALL items – lunchboxes, containers, 
clothes and drink bottles – are named to avoid items getting lost and to assist in returning 
items quickly and easily. Please also ensure any sporting equipment that comes to school - 
basketballs, skipping ropes etc. also be named. Toys should not be bought to school. 

 Tissues – if you haven’t sent in a box of tissues for your child’s class, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. 

 Hair – there have been a number of students coming to school with their hair untied. All 
students with hair longer than shoulder length should have their hair tied back from their 
face. This is part of our school’s uniform policy and we would appreciate your support with 
this issue. 
 

Celebrations: 
Congratulations 1/2M and 1/2R on your hard work to create some wonderful skip counting robots! It 
looks like you had a great time making them! 
It was with much excitement that the Preps expanded their play area to include the sandpit! They 
have been very much looking forward to this and have made a wonderful start in the sandpit. The 
Preps will continue to slowly expand their play area as the term progresses to ensure a smooth 
transition to playing in all areas of the school yard. 
 
It’s been another action packed fortnight – take care everyone! 
Miss Hayes, Mrs Minas, Miss Morrison and Miss Robinson 
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers 

 
 1st February   8th February  

1/2M 
 

 

 

Harry For showing the 
STARR value Respect 
inside and outside the 
classroom. Wonderful 
effort! 

1/2M Mana For using a growth 
mindset during 
challenging learning 
tasks. Keep working 
hard Mana! 

1/2R Kailey For consistently 
demonstrating all of 
our STARR values and 
displaying a respectful 
and responsible 
attitude as well as 
great teamwork. Well 
done on a fantastic 
start to the year 
Kailey! 

1/2R 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connor For consistently 
demonstrating all of 
our STARR values in 
class and displaying a 
respectful, responsible 
and hardworking 
attitude while taking 
pride in his work. 
Superstar work on a 
fantastic start to the 
year Connor! 

3/4J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isabella For demonstrating 
respect towards 
others, showing 
responsibility for her 
work, learning 
environment and 
materials and taking 
pride in the 
presentation of her 
work. Great work 
Isabella! 

3/4J Nathaniel For demonstrating the 
STARR value of 
achievement by 
focusing during 
learning time and 
showing respect 
towards his peers by 
using his classroom 
voice. Keep it up Nate! 

3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ally For demonstrating our 
STARR values of 
respect and teamwork 
in class by assisting 
others’ learning and 
caring for her 
classmates. A great 
start to the year Ally, 
well done. 

3/4S Aidan For showing resilience 
and persistence when 
completing learning 
tasks. A great start to 
the year, well done 
Aidan. 

5/6H Yiwie For the amazing effort 
he puts into his work 
and taking his time to 
ensure he always 
understands the 
learning task. 
 

5/6H Mackenzie For a brilliant start to 
2021 and the 
incredible leadership 
skills she is showing in 
and out of the 
classroom. 
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5/6L Lily J  For demonstrating our 

STARR values of 
responsibility and 
achievement. Keep it 
up Lily you’re a great 

role model. 
 

5/6L Matilda For demonstrating our 
STARR values of 
respect and 
responsibility. A great 
start as a leader and 
role model. 

Arts Charlee For spontaneously 
devising and 
performing an 
unscripted 
dramatization. Brilliant 
effort Charlee and a 
great role modelling. 

Arts Liam For putting in a 
fantastic effort when 
exploring different 
painting effects, with a 
focus on layering 
colour. Well done 
Liam. 

P.E. Austin For participating in our 
ultimate Frisbee 
lesson showing a 
positive attitude and 
working with his 
classmates in a small 
group really well. Keep 
up the good work 
Austin 

 
 15th  February   22nd  February  

1/2M 
 

 

 

Sophie For always being a 
considerate and 
hardworking member 
of our team. Great 
effort Sophie! 

1/2M Lucas For working hard to 
show the STARR value 
Achievement when 
practising skip 
counting by 2s. 

1/2R Beau For demonstrating a 
positive growth 
mindset when 
completing learning 
tasks and also in the 
playground. Well done 
on a fantastic start at 
Fairhills PS! 

1/2R 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maneli For demonstrating the 
STARR value of 
achievement by 
displaying fantastic 
focus during learning 
time! Well done on a 
wonderful start at 
Fairhills PS! 

3/4J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige For demonstrating the 
STARR Values of 
Achievement and 
Responsibility by 
completing all of her 
Home Learning tasks. 
Great work Paige! 

3/4J Khloe For demonstrating a 
Growth Mindset 
towards her work. 
Khloe always 
approaches her work 
with a positive 
attitude and seeks 
help when needed. 
Keep it up Khloe! 
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3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearl For always trying her 
best and showing 
wonderful teamwork 
during class by helping 
others. 

3/4S Miley For always taking care 
and pride in her work,  
completing tasks to 
her highest standard. 
Keep up the great 
work Miley. 

5/6H Emma For continuing to 
share her wonderful 
sense of humour with 
others, even during 
Remote Learning. 
Thank you for bringing 
joy to our class Emma. 

5/6H Mason For giving everything a 
go every when it is a 
little different to what 
he is used to. Great 
work! 

5/6L Lian For demonstrating 
the values of 
achievement and 
responsibility by 
completing his 
remote learning 
tasks. Terrific work! 

5/6L Zaine For showing a growth 
mindset when working 
on his persuasive 
advertisement. 
Fantastic effort! 
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Senior News 

Reading: 
 
Reading in senior school has been exciting over the past couple of weeks as we transition out 
of Remote learning again. We have created book recommendations for our classes and are 

busily working on identifying the reason an author writes. So many engaged 
students! 
 
Matilda says, “Reading and the authors purpose, it’s been fun and 
challenging.” 
 

 
“We’ve been working with the books we’ve got and we’re getting very 
interesting work” says Ryder. 
 
 
Rubi says “We’ve been finding an author’s purpose this week” 

 
 
 
 
 
Writing: 
During writing we’ve completed our narrative writing and 
have started our persuasive writing unit. We’ve been 
having fun experimenting with persuasive voice in our 
texts and are presenting our work through different 

formats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Maths: 
We’ve been busy in Maths exploring odd and even numbers, 
patterns, place value and data. There’s a lot of wonderful work 
being produced that we’re all very proud of.   
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Celebrations: 
Our Book recommendations look fabulous 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar Dates School Information 

 
 
March 

8th- Labour Day Public Holiday- School closed NO STUDENTS 
REQUIRED AT SCHOOL 
 
April 

1st- Easter Hat Parade 
     -Last Day of School Term 1-  2.30pm finish 

Principal: Moi Beaurain 
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever 
School Council President: Bev Shaw 
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell 
 
 
Phone: 9758 3007    Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by 
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a 
child’s absence) 
 
 
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries. 
Monday:        8.30am-4.00pm 
Tuesday:        8.30am-3.00pm 
Wednesday:  8.30am-3.00pm 
Thursday:       8.30am-3.00pm 
Friday:             8.30am-4.00pm 

 
 
 

mailto:Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Hello Fairhills, 
 
What a start to the year we have had! We have seen the resilience of our community last week with 
the snap restrictions that were in place. 
 
I thought that I would take this opportunity to introduce myself. For those who don’t know me, I’m 
Mat and I’m your Primary Welfare Officer / Chaplain. I was on paternity leave in 2020 and now I’m 
back at Fairhills. I’m onsite at Fairhills on Mondays and Wednesdays during the school term from 
8am until 2:30pm. 
 
I’m employed through the Salvation Army and placed in Fairhillls Primary School through the NSCP 
(National School Chaplaincy Program) funded by the Federal Government. As part of this program I 
work with our community in these areas: 

 support the emotional wellbeing of students  

 work as a member of the school’s wellbeing team in the delivery of student wellbeing 
services 

 contribute to improving student engagement and connectedness  

 contribute to providing a safe, inclusive and supportive learning environment 

 provide pastoral care and guidance to students  

 operate within the school community and with external providers. 
 
Breakfast Club 
We are about to start Breakfast Club for 2021 on Monday and Wednesdays - starting on Wednesday 
10th of March. This is a great program that we can be part of. During breakfast we can enjoy cereal, 
toast, baked beans and spaghetti and fruit. I would encourage families of students to come and 
enjoy this time as well, taking a short time out of the morning may seem like a small gesture, but 
research shows that the time spent together eating a meal makes deep connections as a family. 
 

We do need some help from our families before we start. We need some parents/guardians to come 
and assist in the set-up, cooking, cleaning and pack up of the breakfast. If this sounds like an avenue 
of interest to you, please don’t hesitate to contact myself or Mr Beever. 
 
Online safety  
The last year has highlighted that the online world is right at our finger tips. Not just for school work, 
but for our social outlet as well. In light of the snap restrictions recently I would like to share where 
we can find crucial cyber safety information that helps initiate key conversations with our families.  
 
The esafety.gov.au website is a wealth of information including key safety tips for the ‘new 
normal’. Topics include Staying connected with friends, Critical analysing skills, knowing how to 
deal with cyberbullying & balancing your online time to name a few discussion points. One of the 
ways of keeping our students safe online is engaging in the conversation about e-safety, and this 
website is one of the great tools at your disposal.  
 
 I’m looking forward to seeing you throughout the year! 
 
Mat Pendle 
Fairhills Primary School Chaplain  
The Salvation Army  
mathew.pendle@salvationarmy.org.au 

http://esafety.gov.au/
mailto:mathew.pendle@salvationarmy.org.au
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