News
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
A HUGE thank you to all staff for their commitment and effort over the year. Congratulations.
Goodbye, to Mrs Jenny WARBURTON and to Mr Paul KEEGHAN and
thank you for your hard work and care. All the very best for your professional futures!
Welcome to Fairhills PS to
Miss Victoria JULIAN
and
Miss Jane ROBINSON
Welcome back to
Mrs Michelle DODSON and Mr Mat PENDLE
The following staff will be placed at Fairhills PS in 2021:
ES Staff / OFFICE:
Mrs Linda LEWIS
Business Manager
Mrs Melissa McDONALD
Office Administration
ES Staff Integration:
Mrs Jenny PICKNELL
Mr Matthew BARABAS
Mrs Sandra RUBERTO
Mrs Kellie GRACE
Mrs Annette MURPHY
Mrs Michelle DODSON
CHAPLAIN:
Mr Mat PENDLE
LEADING TEACHER:
Mr Stuart BEEVER
CLASS TEACHERS:
Miss Elizabeth HAYES
PREP H
To Be Appointed
PREP
Miss Jane ROBINSON
1/2 R
Miss Courtney MORRISON
1/2 M
Miss Victoria JULIAN
3/4 J
Mrs Kristy SCOTT
3/4 S
Mrs Sally LOCKYER
5/6 S
Miss Catherine HOLT
5/6 H
SPECIALISTS:
Mrs Fiona MILINGTON
PE

Mrs Cheryl SMITH

Performing Arts (Art / Music )

Thank you to the BYK Kids workers who have looked after us so well before and after school and
during the holidays.
Well done to all of our students on a year full of LEARNING GROWTH and ACHIEVEMENT!
A year that saw us all learning so many new skills using very different learning platforms. Great effort
team!
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THANK YOU fabulous families, parents and carers! We truly appreciate your willingness to work with
us in circumstances no one was expecting.
A WONDERFUL EFFORT EVERYONE!
Goodbye and all the very best to our graduating 2020 Year 6 students.

THANKYOU STUDENT LEADERS!
Thank you
School Councillors
PFA members
our crossing people
ALL our volunteers
student mentors
banking people
fruity Friday people
brekky club people
bike hike people
and………..
WELL DONE EVERYONE ON A YEAR FULL OF LEARNING!
Start Up will run at the beginning of 2021. This is when we build:
 our STARR values
 individual and class agreements
 community spirit
 a culture of learning growing and achieving together

Enjoy a peaceful, joyous Christmas and a safe prosperous New Year

Moi
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Hopes and Dreams at the beginning of 2020
Not too long ago, the FPS Staff sat down together at the beginning of this year to list their hopes and
dreams for our students in 2020. We used our Vision statement to guide our thinking. As you can
see, based on the year we have all gone through, it is pretty incredible how many of these wishes
are meaningful to use now. Take a look below!
Learning
Our hope for us all is to improve and develop our skills as a learner by:






Being positive and having a go
Listening and staying focused
Taking risks and making mistakes
Sharing ideas and helping others
Practising together and reflecting on our achievements

Growing
In 2020, we hope everyone will challenge themselves, feel brave to try new things, never give up and
to learn from mistakes. We believe no one is stuck and everyone can grow. Let’s grow together!
Achieving
 We hope you are excited about all you are going to achieve in 2020
 We are excited about all the things we are going to achieve together!
 Big or little, we are all going to achieve
 We are going to achieve both individually and as a school community
 We have thought really hard about what we are going to achieve and how we, as a team, are
going to go about it
Together
When we work together with respect and kindness, acknowledging strengths and differences, our
team feels strong, flexible and supportive.
 Together needs respect
 Together needs kindness
 Together needs difference
 Together we are strong

Our STARR Award for Term 4 goes to Leni from 3/4L.
Congratulations!!
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Calendar Dates

January
27th-SCHOOL COUNCIL APPROVED CURRICULUM DAY
28th-SCHOOL COUNCIL APPROVED CURRICULUM DAY
NO STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED AT SCHOOL ON THESE DAYS
29th- GRADE 1-6 first day of 2021
February
4th- PREP first day of school

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

Surprise news!
We applied for the recent Victorian Government Minor Capital Works grants. We are pleased to
announce that we were successful and have been given $496,125 to spend on a major project- A
new basketball/multipurpose synthetic grass court and shade roof structure. Congratulations
Fairhills Let the building fun begin in 2021!

The Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Giving Tree. An amazing effort FPS!
#GiveHope&ShareJoy
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS SPEECHES

Good evening everyone, we hope you’re enjoying tonight.
Primary school has been filled with lifelong moments for us all.
My favourite memories during primary school included Prep fundraisers where we dressed up as
farmers to raise money for real farmers going through drought. I also enjoyed making friends who I
hope to have for years to come. I’ve loved having my grandad show my classes his coin collection
that he’s been able to collect from all over the world. I know all the grade six students have also
made lasting memories at Fairhills.
2020 was filled with ups and downs for all of us.
I have a few proud moments from this year. However, I’m most proud of getting over my fear of
public speaking, which I would like to thank the Fairhills staff for helping me overcome. On behalf of
all graduating students I’d like to thank our teachers throughout the years for your help. We
wouldn’t be graduating without you. And thank you to all of the parents for supporting your
children.
My advice to all my fellow students for the future is: if something is too hard keep going until it gets
easier and never give up.

KAYLEE

Hello everyone. My name is Jack but you probably know that already. It is my pleasure to be
standing before you this evening, as we honour the Grade 6 students as they begin the journey into
the next step of life. I think it is safe to say that all of us have come very far, given the circumstances.
This year was a bumpy ride, and perhaps not the most supportive when it came to our Year 6
leadership goals, among other things. We’ve missed out on a fair portion of the year, time that could
have been spent furthering our relationships, being role models, and having opportunities to help
our community. But I couldn’t be prouder to see my classmates get through it. There were troubles,
yes, and not all of us felt as if we completely fulfilled our roles, given we have all lost a lot of things,
time for one. And we probably won’t ever get the chance to come together as a class, and
community, like this again, but I tell you, I wouldn’t have missed a second of it for the world. And not
just this year, we have all grown as people and community members throughout our time at Fairhills
from the first days we became part of the team, whether you were here from the very first day of
Prep, joined our fabulous school in the years proceeding, or left and later returned to old friends, I’m
so glad to be graduating alongside all of you. To our wonderful teachers who supported us all along
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the way, thanks to all of you. I owe so much to you and your guidance. Without it, I’m not sure how I
would have gotten along.
Now, it’s safe to say that we’ve had a primary school journey from Prep to Year 6 like no other.
We’ve all had our ups and downs, special memories and cherished moments we shared with others.
I’ve not many that I can recount for myself, but one that sticks in my head is that trip to CYC City
Camp, which some of you also went along to last year. Just all of those brilliant times, of perusing a
museum or staring down from the 88th floor of Eureka Tower, with all your best mates, having the
absolute time of your life. I wish moments like those would never end, and I’m sure you do too, but
since the future must arrive sooner or later, the best we can do is look back on those memories,
savour them, learn from, and make more of them. The past is a fragile thing, preserved only in our
minds. Preserve the moments that have made you who you are, and hold them close to your heart.
And hold the lessons you’ve learned close to your mind, so you may retain their wisdom.
And now, here we are. 2020. It feels as if we simply blinked and suddenly, we were already in
December. It’s a collective shame that due to the many various calamities and other troubles that
plagued us this year, many of us didn’t get to achieve most of the things we may have aspired to
earlier on. But we have each still achieved an assortment of great goods in our respective roles,
through perseverance and passion. We will be remembered, as the grade that led through a year of
misgivings and unforgiving circumstances, the grade that supported one another through a
significant time in history, a time that, one day, will be looked upon with newfound wisdom,
knowledge and respect. You can take heart that in the years to come, our efforts and work, as
individuals, as a grade, as a school and community, will be appraised for managing the unforeseen
obstacles that blocked our way throughout 2020. In a time that almost grinded our society to a halt,
we still managed to stand together as a community and manage those problems with the values we
adopt at Fairhills. And fingers crossed, next year we will all be free to thrive and achieve in a society
unhinged by the external and internal issues that we have weathered this year. I would like to
personally thank again all of the teachers, especially Miss Holt, Mr Keeghan, Mr Beever and the
principal, Miss Beaurain. You all helped me work through Remote Learning with a positive attitude
and proper work ethic, and encouraged me to continue to put in my best effort in all my remote
endeavours. All of the students have you to thank for assisting us through this period.
Even so, now as I look to the future, I feel as if I have left some of my work undone this year. We’ve
been living through such an unnatural time, now that the year is nearly over, it feels like large
portions of it never occurred, almost like a vivid dream. Never again will we have the opportunity to
continue leading the school like we used to. Never again will we be together as a cohort like this. But
even though we may have lost out on some of the responsibilities and opportunities that a normal
year would have entailed, we have achieved more than any other group of leaders in the past,
because we succeeded in uniting the school in a time that tried to keep us apart. And in the years to
come, we will all achieve even more, for we have the past to remember from. Wherever you all may
end up, working for our country, serving the people, or shaping the future, remember that no
matter what obstacles stand in your way, you can overcome them. And to all the parents, teachers
and friends here with us tonight, please continue all your amazing work. Thank you all for listening
to my speech. And who knows, maybe one day in the future, we might all be back together again,
remembering tonight. It has been my pleasure.

JACK
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School Council President update.
Hello everyone.
Well, here we are at the end of Term 4 and hasn’t it been a very different school year!
Congratulations to all the students on their efforts this term, and all the best to the graduating Year
6 students.
A big thank-you to Moi, Stuart and all the staff for keeping our children safe and well at school. This
has been a year we will not forget for a long time, but we have worked together and made it
through. Well done to our School community, PFA and all our School Councillors.
I hope everyone has a great Christmas and New Year. Enjoy the holidays and see you in 2021!

GRADUATING GRADE 6 STUDENTS
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