News
Another week to go team!
In preparation for the holidays, we all need to think about SAFETY – our first STARR value
SAFETY ON LINE
‘Technology has all but erased the reflection time that once existed between planning a silly prank
or a serious act and actually committing the deed’
Franek 2005/2006
Apart from the fact that a damaging comment online can be seen by so many people so quickly, it
can also leave a cyber- trail back to the perpetrator.
This trail can be linked to them for the rest of their lives, leaving a permanent smear on their
reputation and widespread damage.
There is also something called ‘disinhibition’ in cyber-space. This means that when people are not in
actual physical contact, they are more likely to write things with a more brutal tone. Not being able
to see the physical effect of their words on people can leave them immune to the damage they may
have done.
FAMILIES - KEEP IT SIMPLE
 keep calm
 listen well and with compassion
 tell your child NOT to respond
 save the evidence
 work with the school
 if ongoing, report it to the internet service provider
 make sure your child understands the importance of NEVER sharing passwords or private
information

 KEEP ALL DEVICES OUT OF THE BEDROOM
when working with the school







make an appointment
collect as much information as possible
stay cool and calm
be patient – investigating takes time
listen carefully to the steps you, your child and the school need to make
arrange for a follow up meeting (s)
SAFETY

TEAMWORK

ACHIEVEMENT

RESPONSIBILITY

RESPECT

Students & Families leaving at the end of 2020: If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2020
Year 6 group please let the office staff know if you will not be at Fairhills in 2021.
Keep safe
Be kind
Moi
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Reports
Reports will be made available on the afternoon of Thursday 17th
December. If you require a printed hard copy, we have extended the
request due date to Tuesday 15th December. Please contact the office
team.

End of year fun!
While it is different to our normal end of year events, we are still planning
a few fun things to see out the year together. In the week coming there’ll
be the 5/6 Aqua Adventure Day, Class Movie day, Grade 6 Graduation,
School picnic (normal lunches) with icy poles, and Christmas Activities. As
always, on the final day the students will find out their 2021 classes and
teacher. We’ll finish with a final Assembly at 1pm on the front basketball
court. All parents are welcome onsite for this assembly. Please follow the
social distancing health requirements.

Reach Out for Extra Support- Mental Health
For some students, lockdown was very challenging and has had some significant impact on their
mental health. While the FPS staff go above and beyond to support and educate your children about
mental health and wellbeing topics, sometimes specialist support is also needed. You may be
unaware but Fairhills has a visiting psychologist from a private local practice that can offer your
children this extra specialist support, conveniently from school or at their clinic. You can also gain a
mental health care plan from your own doctor, which enables many sessions free of charge. Please
speak with Stuart Beever for further information.
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Where’s Santa?
Can you help us find 10 other Santas in this Fairhills News? Good luck!

Food Support
In recent months, financial pressures have impacted some families and have
caused significant stress. We have available some food packages ready to
support families in need and help ease some of the load. We encourage you to
ask as you are all a part of the Fairhills team- which is one of our important
STARR Values. Simply contact the office for further info. Please ask!

The Giving Tree
Now more than ever, we want to encourage each other
to be generous in the big and little things in life. We want
to model to our children how we can be generous with
our words, time, actions and gifts. The Giving Tree is a
practical way for us to work together to be generous to
others. We invite the Fairhills family to contribute nonperishable items of food to be given away as food
hampers to families in need. There is no obligation or
pressure for you to contribute. We invite those who can
to do so. Please ask your children to deliver the items
prior to Monday 14th December 2020.
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Code Word- Prize!
To encourage our community, young and mature, to read our
newsletter and ensure everyone is well informed, we have
introduced some incentives! Please help your child/ren read
the newsletter. Be one of the first 5 families to email the
school with this week’s code word, to win a chocolate frog
for your child/ren. fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au

W
Code
r
d

Later in the week, we will be making an exciting announcement.
Stay tuned! This week’s code word is: Surprise!

Gate Reminders
Thank you to everyone for following our current safety
measures. Together as a community we have done a
great job modelling our STARR Values.
Please remember that students and adults should be
physically distancing themselves and not lingering
around the gate areas.
Everyone is asked to ensure dogs are not near any of
the gates. This will alleviate those who are anxious
around dogs and allow everyone to feel safe and happy.
When crossing Manuka Drive, we ask all children and adults to use
supervised crossing. There have been a number of dangerous decisions, by
children and adults, to cross the road away from the crossing. For the safety
of all and to model safe choices, please use the assigned crossing. Please
discuss this with your children, particularly parents of senior students.
Children riding bikes are also advised that they must walk their bikes past
gatherings of people and when riding, to do so slowly.
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Junior School Council
Thanks to the JSC for organising a successful Jeans for Genes Day last Friday. $178 was raised for a
very worthy cause.
Many thanks to the Fairhills community for getting behind this.
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Junior News
Reading:
The Preps have been focusing on recognising the spelling patterns aw for /or/ and au for /or/. In
reading groups they have all shown wonderful improvement in their reading and are still working
really hard to use all their strategies.
In Grade 1 and 2, we have focused Tools the Toad and Copycat Camel. They remind us to use tools
like dictionaries and thesaurus to find the meaning of the unknown words and to use expression
when using a characters voice.
Writing:
The Preps and Grade 1/2s have continued to explore narrative writing. The Preps have shown a
great improvement in their ability to structure a narrative that includes a character, a setting and a
problem. The Grade 1/2s are exploring poetry, using pneumonic devices and rhyming words. Look
out for some fantastic poems next week!
Mathematics:
The Preps have been reviewing patterns and shape. They have been making, comparing, naming and
creating patterns using different pattern types. They have also been reviewing the features of 2D
shapes and 3D objects and have been practising sorting and differentiating between the two.
The Grade 1/2s have been revising units of measurement, in particular mass – hefting, comparing
and estimating weight of objects. They have been focusing on division and really consolidating their
understanding of fair shares, left overs and how to write and describe this using number sentences.
Reminders:
 Please make sure all Library books and take home readers come back to school this week.
 Be ready for things to come home during the week as we begin dismantling our classrooms –

we will endeavour to spread this over the week so that the students aren’t trying to lug too
much home at once.
Celebrations:
 We want to take the time to acknowledge the efforts of our entire junior school team this

year. It certainly hasn’t been the year we were expecting, but we couldn’t be more proud of
your children, or more thankful for the support you have shown. THANK YOU to our
WONDERFUL students, our FANTASTIC teachers and ES staff, and our MAGNIFICNT families.
We should all be very proud of what we have achieved together!
Wishing you a sensational last week of the school year!
Miss Hayes, Miss Morrison and Mrs Warburton
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers

PREP

4th December
Harry

1/2M

Ella

1/2M
For being a
thoughtful and
encouraging
member of our
class. Well done Ella!

3/4L

Fletcher

For showing
persistence and
including detail in
his reading
responses. Keep up
the fantastic efforts!

3/4L

Jack

3/4S

Hunter

Being a voracious
reader, keep
expanding your
mind Hunter.

3/4S

Lily

For always trying her
best and having a
wonderful growth
mindset. Keep up
the great work Lily!

5/6H

Lily

Always completing
learning tasks to the
best of her ability
and being well
organised at all
times.

5/6H

Emma

For showing a
growth mindset
when writing and
presenting her
Leadership Speech.
Great work!

5/6K

Ryder

5/6K
For a settled
conclusion to 2020
and for showing that
you are ready for
Year 6. Excellent job
Ryder!

Trinity

For showing the
STARR value of
Teamwork by
showing respect of
peers and their ideas
in the classroom.
Great job Trin!

PREP

For showing a
positive attitude
towards all learning
tasks. What a
superstar!
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Indie

Skyla

For consistently
showing the STARR
Value Responsibilitythank you for being
a great role model at
school!
For having an
enthusiastic attitude
towards her
learning. Wonderful
work Skyla. Keep it
up!
For his persistence
with his writing and
editing. Super
efforts!
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P.E.

Charlee

For making an
awesome effort
during Bike Ed. So
proud of you. Well
Done!

Building our compost bin and preparing to enhance our sustainability practises in 2021.

Senior News
Reading:
This week in Reading, students have been retelling a story, as well as identifying character traits and
closely dissecting the setting in a fiction text.
Writing:
In Writing, students have continued writing narratives, using different techniques to enhance their
work. One of the students (and teachers) favourite activities is ‘Show Me a Yanty’ in which students
substitute a word in a sentence for a made-up word of their own choice. Some of the suggestions
that students devised were very creative might we add.

Mathematics:
Students have been creating their own surveys on topics of their own choosing. We further
enhanced our understanding of grids and coordinates. Many have shown excellent growth in this
area.
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Celebrations:
Whilst the Year 6s have been busy ramping up preparations for Graduation, many of the Years 5s
performed speeches this week for leadership roles in 2021. Those that conducted a speech did a
terrific job and should be very proud of their efforts. The poise and clarity that students spoke with
was a wonderful sight. Many thanks to Mrs Beaurain and Mr Beever for taking time out of their busy
schedule to attend. Great job guys!

Congratulations for all of the senior school students who have displayed STARR values in
what has been a year like no other. Students have persisted during these unforeseen times
and have continued to set an example to their younger peers. The Senior Teaching Team are
extremely proud of the resilience that students have demonstrated, in particular throughout
Term 4.
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

December
15th 5/6 Aqua Adventure day
16th Grade 6 Graduation
16th Grade 6 Bike Hike
18th Last Day of School. Assembly 1pm on the front
basketball court. ALL WELCOME. 1.30pm Finish

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm
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