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News 
 

 
Olympian Alisa Camplin who is the first ever Australian woman to win a gold medal as an aerial skier 
says there’s one thing worth remembering: 
‘in life there’s plenty that we can and can’t control, that’s a given. But we can set ourselves up for the 
best chance of success by choosing to focus our time and energy on what we can control, and then 
effectively manage how we respond to what we can’t control’.  
Right now, towards the end of a very challenging year, it might help to check our expectations 
against reality……… 
when we’re feeling overwhelmed it helps to stop and ask: 
‘is this something that is going to matter to me in a week or in a year? What is really possible right 
now?’ 
 

take ‘5 steps forward’ to help us with a reality check 

get your child to STOP, SAY: 

1. I am feeling………. 

2. I am feeling this way because………….. 

THIS IS NOT FOREVER! 

MY ACTION PLAN  

3. To help me feel better I can tell myself………. 

4. AND I can tell an adult I trust about this………. 

5. To put this behind me I can do this…………….. 

                                                       and this………. 

………………………………………………until this uncomfortable feeling is over 

 

Building a growth mindset is about discovering and then repeating what works. We need to take 

small steps forward and practise without judging ourselves until we can do thing better.  
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Students & Families leaving at the end of 2020: 

If your child/ren  IS / ARE NOT in the 2020 Year 6 group please let the office staff know if you will not 
be at Fairhills in 2021. 

This is REALLY important for the organisation of resources for 2021. 
 

 

TEAMWORK 

I dreamt I stood in a studio 

and watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a young child’s mind 

and they fashioned it with care. 

One was a teacher, the tools that were used 

Were books, music and art. 

One a parent with a guiding hand 

and a gentle loving heart. 

Day after day, the teacher toiled 

With a touch that was deft and sure. 

while the parent laboured by the side 

and polished and smoothed it over. 

And when at last, their work was done 

They were proud of what they had wrought. 

For the things they had moulded into the child 

Could neither be sold nor bought. 

And each agree they would have failed 

If each had worked alone, 

For behind the parent stood the school 

And behind the teacher home. 

 

Author Unknown 

 
Keep safe and well everyone 

Take care 
Moi 

 

 

Welcome to FPS! 
 
It’s always nice to welcome new families and students to our school. New families have been joining 
us throughout the year, even in the past month! We can’t wait to officially welcome all the new 
2021 Prep families next year. We’ve also been busy doing online tours and getting ready to welcome 
more new families to start across the school in 2021. We’re even developing a new Student 
Induction Process to help new students feel happy and settled. If someone has a more 
attractive/catchier name for this process, feel free to suggest it to Mr Beever! Our hope is that 
everyone feels welcome, connected and a part of the FPS team! 
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News 
Priorities in Life 

When we consider what really matters in life, there will be 
certain things we place in top priority. What might your top, 
most important things be on your list? 
 
It is highly likely that whatever you listed, you would be 
committing significant- Time, Money, Effort and Attention 
to them. 
 
Now consider your child and what priorities you have for 
them. Some of the top priorities might include-  
Food, Shelter, Safety and Education. 
 

Most of these examples are fairly obvious about how we succeed in achieving them.  
 
Education is one really important factor that you the parent/guardian play a vital role in. For your 
child to truly succeed and thrive in their education, you cannot leave it only in the hands of us the 
school. Your child needs you to commit to investing your Time, your Money, your Effort and your 
Attention. 
 
This may include:  

 committing to read with your child every night and modelling your own reading enthusiasm 

 finding fun education non-electronic games to play 

 turning up to working bees and events at school (when allowed!) 

 celebrating successes and learning through mistakes 

 donating to charitable causes and helping people in need 

 working through the challenges or problems and learning from them 

 contacting your child’s teacher for clarity and support 

 encouraging purposeful writing eg lists, stories, letters, instructions, recipes, encouraging 
notes etc 

 reading the FPS Newsletter each time and sharing this with your kids 

 teaching them responsibility and commitment eg chores, making their own bed, taking their 
dishes to the sink, putting their own washing away etc 

 paying all school fees and contributions 

 talking about your positive educational experiences 

 going shopping and playing maths games related to real life 

 reinforcing our STARR Values and Wellbeing approaches 

 teaching your children about organisation and routine eg homework, bedtime, tech time, 
school morning routine etc 

 practising delayed gratification- having to wait without complaining and working hard for 
rewards and desires 

 helping your kids develop a growth mindset rather than a fixed mindset 

  
the list goes on… 
 
You may already know and do many of these things or maybe there are some helpful reminders. The 
more you invest and prioritise your child’s education with us now- the bigger the reward in the 
future. Your child will thank you for it one day!  
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Reports 
 
Reports will be made available on the afternoon of Thursday 17th December. If you require a printed 
hard copy, please contact the office prior to Friday 11th December. 
 
 
 
Reach Out for Extra Support- Mental Health  
For some students, lockdown was very challenging and has had some significant impact on their 
mental health. While the FPS staff go above and beyond to support and educate your children about 
mental health and wellbeing topics, sometimes specialist support is also needed. You may be 
unaware but Fairhills has a visiting psychologist from a private local practice that can offer your 
children this extra specialist support, conveniently from school or at their clinic. You can also gain a 
mental health care plan from your own doctor, which enables many sessions free of charge. Please 
speak with Stuart Beever for further information.  

 

 

Food Support 
In recent months, financial pressures have impacted some families and have 
caused significant stress. We have available some food packages ready to 
support families in need and help ease some of the load. We encourage you to 
ask as you are all a part of the Fairhills team- which is one of our important 
STARR Values. Simply contact the office for further info. Please ask! 
 

 
 

 

 The Giving Tree 
 
Now more than ever, we want to encourage each other 
to be generous in the big and little things in life. We want 
to model to our children how we can be generous with 
our words, time, actions and gifts. The Giving Tree is a 
practical way for us to work together to be generous to 
others. We invite the Fairhills family to contribute non-
perishable items of food to be given away as food 
hampers to families in need. There is no obligation or 
pressure for you to contribute. We invite those who can 
to do so. Please ask your children to deliver the items 
prior to Monday 14th December 2020. 
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Gate Reminders  
 
Thank you to everyone for following our current safety 
measures. Together as a community we have done a 
great job modelling our STARR Values.  
 
Please remember that students and adults should be 
physically distancing themselves and not lingering 
around the gate areas.  
 
Everyone is asked to ensure dogs are not near any of 
the gates. This will alleviate those who are anxious around dogs and allow everyone to feel safe and 
happy.  

When crossing Manuka Drive, we ask all children and adults to use 
supervised crossing. There have been a number of dangerous decisions, by 
children and adults, to cross the road away from the crossing. For the safety 
of all and to model safe choices, please use the assigned crossing. Please 
discuss this with your children, particularly parents of senior students. 
 
Children riding bikes are also advised that they must walk their bikes past 
gatherings of people.  
 
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.  

 

 

 

 
Drink Bottles! 
 
Every child must bring a drink bottle to school every day. 
Too many children, particularly in senior school, are not bringing their drink bottles. 
Please ensure you check that your child has a full bottle of water every day. 

 

 

 

Christmas Concert on Webex! 
 
We’re excited to invite you to a fun and simple Christmas Concert on 
Wednesday 9th December at 2.45pm on Webex. While restrictions have been 
easing, this event has been in development for some time. So, join us from the 
comfort of your home, car or workplace.  
 
Webex Meeting Number: 165 776 6590       Password: FPS 
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Code Word- Prize! 
 
To encourage our community, young and mature, to read our 
newsletter and ensure everyone is well informed, we have                                                       
introduced some incentives! Please help your child/ren read  
the newsletter. Be one of the first 5 families to email the  
school with this week’s code word, to win a chocolate frog  
for your child/ren. fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
This week’s code word is: Priority 
 

 

 
What you missed! 
 
In the previous edition of the newsletter you’ll be able to read about: 
 

 Tips on Wellbeing 

 Happiness Story 

 Junior School and Senior School celebrations 

 Uniform reminders 

 Your diet is not only what you eat 

 The Anger Iceberg- what is below the surface 

 Student Contributions Payment explanation graphic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code 
W 
r 
d 

mailto:fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Junior News 

Reading:  
The Preps have been focusing on recognising the spelling patterns ur for /er/ and ew for /ue/. In 
reading groups we have been practising how to use multiple strategies to decode unknown words, 
so that we know what to do if one strategy doesn’t work.  
The Preps are showing consistent improvement in their confidence and reading ability – keep up the 
reading at home! 
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Helpful Hippo and This or That Plat. They remind us to ask for 
help to work out what a word means and to compare and contrast story elements to identify how 
they are alike and different. 
 
Writing:  
 The Preps and Grade 1/2s have continued to explore narrative writing. They are trying hard to use 
correct punctuation, sound out words they’re not sure how to spell and use interesting vocabulary 
to keep the reader on the edge of their seat! 
Make sure you ask your children about their writing as there are some fantastically creative ideas 
and problems that are being solved in their stories! 
 
Mathematics: 
The Preps have been reviewing sharing in mathematics and shape, including 2D shapes and 3D 
objects. They have been identifying the features of 2D shapes, as well as what to do when there is 
part of a group left over when you’re trying to make fair shares. 
 
The Grade 1/2s have been revising addition and subtraction fact families, time and collecting, sorting 
and analysing data. They have been focusing on seeing the connection between addition and 
subtraction, and their associated fact families and relating time to everyday activities – for example, 
how long does it take you to brush your hair in the morning? 
 

Reminders: 

 Please PLEASE record your child’s home reading in their Reading Log – there are a lot of 
students who claim they are reading at home, but we are able to see evidence of this. 

 Keep up the great work with your home reading – we are all seeing great improvements in 
students’ reading, whether it’s reading Tricky Words or levelled readers! Let’s all keep 
pushing to the end of the year! 
 

 

Celebrations: 

 The Preps wove some sensational paper quilts – they are so bright and colourful, look out for 
them to come home soon! 

 Congratulations to those Grade 1/2 students who have been writing intriguing and 
interesting narratives – it has been so enjoyable to read your marvellous creations! 

 
Let’s keep achieving fantastic things together! 
Miss Hayes, Miss Morrison and Mrs Warburton  
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers 

 
 20th November   27th November  

PREP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeghan For showing an 
improvement in his 
attitude and effort 
towards all work 
tasks 

PREP Angela For working hard to 
improve her reading 
and use of her 
reading strategies to 
decode unknown 
words. Keep it up 
Angela 

1/2M 
 

 

 

Mahli  For showing the 
STARR value 
Responsibility in her 
reading responses. 
Keep trying your 
best. 

1/2M Khloe For using the STARR 
value Respect both 
inside and outside 
the classroom. 
Lovely effort Khloe! 

1/2W 
 

 

 

Chloe For her positive 
attitude and 
consistent hard 
work. Well done 
Chloe! 

1/2W Jhett For consistently 
working hard to 
improve his writing 
and always being 
happy to check and 
edit. Keep up the 
good work Jhett! 

3/4L Brodey For his super efforts 
in reading and his 
great summaries. 
Well done Brodey! 

3/4L 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isabella For her fabulous 
effort in the 
presentation of her 
explanation text on 
Netball. Super job 
Isabella 

3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chelsea For her fabulous 
summaries in 
Reading throughout 
the week. Well done 
Chelsea, keep up the 
great work! 

3/4S Shayla For her wonderful 
effort presenting her 
explanation text. 
Well done Shayla, 
great mindset 

5/6H 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josh For taking the 
initiative to research 
new concepts in 
maths to improve 
his learning 

5/6H Will For being persistent 
in his writing and 
creating an excellent 
narrative 
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5/6K Kaylee For her improved 

reading 
comprehension and 
positive attitude 
towards her work. 
You are showing you 
are ready for 
Secondary school 
Kaylee 

5/6K Blythe For a wonderful and 
settled start at 
Fairhills, and for 
quickly displaying 
STARR values. Great 
job Blythe! 

ART Jack S 
 
 
 
 
 

For always trying his 
best and paying 
careful attention to 
detail. Fantastic 
effort Jack! 

ART Brad For having a great 
 ‘I can do this’ 
attitude in Visual 
Arts. Well Done 

P.E 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlette For hitting her first 
home run while 
playing Rounders 

P.E Shayla For participating 
with enthusiasm and 
a fantastic attitude. 
For batting, fielding 
and contributing to 
the game. Well 
Done! 

 

Senior News 

Reading:  
 In reading, our CAFÉ reading strategies have consisted of summarising and finding the important 
details of both fiction and nonfiction texts. Since returning to school, the Senior School Team has 
been super impressed with increased comprehension and accuracy during one on one testing. 
 
Writing: 
 
This is the final week of explanation texts before we head back into the narrative genre to finish of 
the term. Students have enjoyed researching topics and using the 7 steps techniques to up level 
their explanation topics. Many have shown great improvement over the past four weeks and it has 
been very pleasing to see students experiment with their writing and take risks.  
 
 
Mathematics:  
 
We are continuing to work extremely hard during daily mathematics. We are further developing our 
knowledge of fractions and decimals, as well as angles. Students have also investigated chance and 
probability and the likelihood of events occurring. Some of these activities include conducting games 
and activities involving dice and making changes to make it fair.   
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Reminders:  
Another friendly reminder for students to bring a drink bottle to school every day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrations:  
 
In Senior School, preparations for Graduation are in full swing. Many thanks to those families that 
found old photos to help with presentations for the night. Year 5s have been busily writing their 
speeches for 2021 leadership roles. Speeches will be conducted next week. Good luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar Dates School Information 

 
December 

9th Christmas Concert, via WebEx 
18th Last Day of School, 1.30pm finish 

Principal: Moi Beaurain 
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever 
School Council President: Bev Shaw 
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell 
 
 
Phone: 9758 3007    Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by 
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a 
child’s absence) 
 
 
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries. 
Monday:        8.30am-4.00pm 
Tuesday:        8.30am-3.00pm 
Wednesday:  8.30am-3.00pm 
Thursday:       8.30am-3.00pm 
Friday:             8.30am-4.00pm 

 
 
 

mailto:Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Fairhills Term 4 Priorities 
 
Learning, Mental Health & Wellbeing, and Transitions are our big priorities. But what is actually 
happening to achieve and support your children in these priorities? The following graphics list some 
of the different things that are occurring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitions

Kinder to Prep 

•Story Time

•Transition Sessions

•Adult Info Sessions

•Prep Transition Packs

•Kinder Visits

•Tours and Activities

•New T-shirts!

Through School

•Social Stories

•New Teacher Interactions

•Transition Session

•Additional Support Allocation

•Rigour and Routine 
Consistency

•Whole School effort and 
Approach

Primary to Secondary

•Secondary School Visits

•Social Stories

•Discussions and Support 
through Senior years

•Special FPS arranged Tour of 
Secondary School for students 

with additional needs

•Transition documentation 
developed

•Graduation & Events
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Learning

Routine, 
Calm & 

Organised

Regular 1:1 
Extra 

Support and 
Practise

Learning 
Goals to 

focus efforts

Assessments 
to guide 
learning 

directions

Home 
Learning 

Organisation 
& Routines

Mental 
Health and 
Wellbeing

Wellbeing 
Strategies E.g. 

5 Finger 
Strategy Student 

Wellbeing 
Committee 
targeting 
support

Lunch Time 
Clubs offering 
connection & 

belonging

Classroom 
Targeted 
Learning

Working 
Together-

STARR Values
Psychology 

appointments 
available

Additional 
time given to 
students in 

need

Newsletter 
support 
articles

Family food 
packages 
available

Targeted 
attendance 

support
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