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CONGRATULATIONS FAIRHILLS! 

 
What a brilliant effort we made as part of the Melbourne Metropolitan and Mitchell Shire lockdown. 

We did it and we did it together  
 

Here’s a few things to consider when we’re reflecting on the impact of this lockdown …..as we all 
decompress, take time to monitor our wellbeing and support our kids as restriction are eased…. 
 
let’s be: 
• emotionally available  
• clearly define 

 limits and  

 responsibilities  
• balance nutrition and adequate sleep  
• enjoy being outdoors as a family  
• play, interact and plan opportunities for unstructured times and boredom  
 
let’s not be: 
• digitally distracted parents  
• Indulgent parents who let kids “rule the world”  
• sedentary  
• providers of endless stimulation 

 users of  technology to  babysit 

 providers of  instant gratification and 

  avoiders of dull moments  
 

We all want our children to grow into happy and healthy individuals, so….. 
 

Let’s: 
set limits and remember that you are your child’s PARENT, not a friend  
offer kids a well-balanced lifestyle filled with what kids NEED, not just what they WANT 
not be afraid to say “No!” to your kids if what they want is not what they need  
• provide nutritious food and limit snacks 
• spend one hour a day in green space: biking, hiking, fishing, watching birds/insects  
• have a daily technology-free family dinner 
• play one board game a day 
• involve your child in one chore a day - folding laundry, tidying up toys, hanging clothes, unpacking 
groceries, setting the table etc  
• Implement consistent sleep routines to ensure your child gets lots of sleep in a technology-free 
bedroom  
teach responsibility and independence 
As hard as it seems, let’s not over-protect kids from small failures. These train them in the skills they 
need to overcome life’s challenges.  
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Teach the skills rather than do it for them. 
Teach delayed gratification and provide opportunities for “boredom” as boredom is the time when 
creativity awakens.  
• you aren‘t your child’s entertainment crew and technology isn’t a cure for boredom.  
We can teach our children to recognize and deal with frustration and anger. Use the FPS Is your Lid 
level? chart. 
Teaching greetings, turn taking, sharing, empathy, table manners and conversation skills are a 
regular part of parenting. 
 

 

 

Students & Families leaving at the end of 2020: 
 

If your child/ren  IS / ARE NOT in the 2020 Year 6 group please let the office staff know if you will not 
be at Fairhills in 2021. 

This is REALLY important for the organisation of resources for 2021. 
 

Keep safe and well everyone 
Take care 

Moi 
 

 

Happiness… 
They brought balloons to a school. 
One was given to every student, who had to inflate it, write 
their name on it and throw it in the hallway. 
 
The professors then mixed all the balloons. 
 
The students were given 5 minutes to find their own balloon. 
Despite a hectic search, no one found their balloon. 
 
At that point the professors told the students to take the 
first balloon that they found and hand it to the person 
whose name was written on it. 
 
Within 5 minutes everyone had their own balloon. 
 
The professors said to the students: 
 
"These balloons are like happiness. We will never find it if 
everyone is looking for their own. But if we care about other 
people's happiness... we'll find ours too."   
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Parent Opinion Survey- Thank you! 
Thank you to the many families who completed the Parent Opinion Survey. We really appreciate 
each of you taking the time to do it. We look forward to analysing the data as we continue to work 
on making our school better and better. 
 
 
 

 
Ready Set Go- Pre Prep Transition Program 
Last week we got to welcome our 2021 Prep students onsite for a 
Transition Session- in small groups. It was so good to say hello in 
person, get to know each other and give them a special gift- a Super 
STARR t-shirt! They loved them and said 
they could wear them to parties, the park 
and even to bed! 
If you know someone who is yet to enrol for 
Prep in 2021- tell them to get in touch ASAP.  

 

 

         

 

 
 
Extra Support- Mental Health  
For some students, lockdown was very challenging and has had some significant impact on their 
mental health. While the FPS staff go above and beyond to support and educate your children about 
mental health and wellbeing topics, sometimes specialist support is also needed. You may be 
unaware but Fairhills has a visiting psychologist from a private local practice that can offer your 
children this extra specialist support, conveniently from school or at their clinic. You can also gain a 
mental health care plan from your own doctor, which enables many sessions free of charge. Please 
speak with Stuart Beever for further information.  
 

 

                                                                               

 

Food Support 
In recent months, financial pressures have impacted some families and have 
caused significant stress. We have available some food packages ready to 
support families in need and help ease some of the load. We encourage you to 
ask as you are all a part of the Fairhills team- teamwork is one of our 
important STARR Values. Simply contact the office for further info. Please ask! 
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Junior News 

Reading:  
The Preps have been focusing on recognising the spelling patterns ow for /ou/ and ir for /er/. We 
have been practising using Flippy Dolphin and Skippy Frog to decode unknown words.  
We are practising reading, and spelling our Tricky Words – don’t forget to do some practise at home 
too! 
 
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Ellie Elephant and Cassie Cow. They remind us to think about 
the story elements in the books we read – characters, setting, problems, solution and themes – and 
the relationship between what happens in the story and why that happened. Both help us to better 
understand the story. 
 
 
Writing:  
The Preps have been begun exploring narrative writing. We are trying to include a beginning, middle 
and end in our writing, and have begun thinking about characters, settings and including a problem 
that needs to be solved. We are still concentrating hard on remembering to begin each sentence 
with a capital letter, to use finger spaces between each word and to finish sentences with a full stop. 
 
The Grade 1s and 2s are also focusing on narrative writing. We have been developing our ability to 
use the ‘Show Don’t Tell’ strategy, which encourages students to use descriptive language and 
imagery to show the reader what is happening, rather than to simply tell them. We are also refining 
our ability to make a plan for our narrative writing. We do all the thinking about what will happen in 
our narratives before we start writing, which means we can concentrate on adding interesting words 
and details while we write. 
 
Mathematics: 
In Prep, we have been reviewing addition and subtraction – and have also learned a little bit about 
how they are related! We have been reviewing the days of the week, paying particular attention to 
being able to say them in order. 
 
The Grade 1s and 2s have been revisiting ordering multi-digit numbers and place value, along with 
recognising, sorting and counting money. We have also been practising creating and giving directions 
using maps and directional words, such as, left, right, turn, under, around and between. 
 

Reminders: 

 Please make sure your child brings a FULL drink bottle to school each day. There are an 
increasing number of students who are either forgetting their drink bottles, or are coming to 
school with empty drink bottles. We would really appreciate it if you could help us by double 
checking this each morning. 

 Keep up the great work with your home reading – we are all seeing great improvements in 
students’ reading, whether it’s reading Tricky Words or levelled readers! Let’s all keep 
pushing to the end of the year! 
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Celebrations: 

 We are seeing some amazing writing efforts in all the junior grades – it is such a pleasure to 
see the creativity from the students, and to see their faces when they realise they’ve written 
something that is purposeful and interesting, that they are able to read back themselves. 

 Check out some of the playgrounds the Preps created using MS Paint. They have been 
practising using the different tools, colours and have improved their mouse control. Miss 
Hayes and Mrs Grace were SUPER impressed with their efforts! 

 

 
We’re looking forward to continuing to see your children do amazing things! 
Miss Hayes, Miss Morrison and Mrs Warburton  
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Senior News 

Celebrations:  
The term is flying but the Senior School students are still working hard. Students adapted to the 
shortened week in Week 5 and continued to show our STARR values upon returning to school. 

 
Reading:  
In reading, our CAFÉ reading strategies have consisted of ‘making predictions’ which involves 
students using their prior knowledge to predict what is going to happen next in a text. We have also 
further developed our skills in inferring and looking for extra clues to develop extra meaning from a 
text.  
 
Writing: 
 In writing, students have turned their attention to writing ‘explanation texts’. Students have been 
independently researching topics and are starting to develop plans to describe ‘how’ something 
works, or ‘why’ something happens. Topics have ranged from ‘How volcanoes are formed’ to ‘How is 
glass recycled’.  Explanation writing can be tricky to write and understand but students have been 
doing a terrific job thus far.  
 
 
Mathematics:  
Students are continuing to work towards reaching their learning goals in Mathematics. We enjoy 
completing our daily mental maths challenges as well as using different strategies to solve problems 
on ‘Problem Solving Friday’. Students have been further developing their understanding of fractions 
and decimals.  

 

Reminders:  
Students are reminded to bring a drink bottle to school every day, in particular as the weather is 
starting to get warmer. 
Graduation – Another reminder for our class of 2020 to try and find any old photos of their 
learning/growth from the last 7 years. We are looking for: 

o When your child started school, or around that time- particularly their Prep school photo or 
Kindergarten photo. 

o Any special accomplishments that your child has achieved over the years. For example, 
photos of them with awards for sports or award certificates. 

o Any special moments with friends that are also at Fairhills or any photos taken during special 
events (dress-up day, colour run photos etc...) 

o  
Please upload these images onto Compass in the Learning Task or bring them to school so teachers 
can upload them for your child to use. We appreciate your support in this matter. 
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Uniform Policy Reminders 
As we return back to school, we have noticed a few reminders are needed regarding uniform. Please 
support your children and ensure the following: 

 Students should be wearing only Fairhills jumpers, not casual jumpers. 

 Students should only have naturally coloured hair, no coloured hair is 
allowed and must be washed out immediately. 

 Students now need to wear hats outside throughout the day. 

 Students can only wear royal blue (not black) tracksuit pants, not 
tights/leggings by themselves. Tights can only be worn when under a 
dress/skirt. Tights must only be navy blue, not black. 

  
These reminders reinforce what the Fairhills PS Uniform Policy states. Students who breach the 
Fairhills Uniform Policy will be asked to fix it. We want to promote pride in our school. 
 
 

Just Add Water 
It is REALLY important that we drink water every day. 
Unfortunately, some children are not bringing their 
water bottles to school. Please check and remind your 
children, young and old, to bring their drink bottle full 
of water every day. 
A lack of water impacts a child’s: 

 Health 

 Learning and Focus 

 Emotional Regulation 
 

When a child’s ‘Lid Is Rattling’ and they appear grumpy, 
angry or annoyed, water can make a massive 
difference in changing their outlook and projection.  
Hence ‘Just Add Water’ is a super helpful strategy. 
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Gate Reminders 
Thank you to everyone for following our current safety measures. Together as a community we have 
done a great job modelling our STARR Values. 

 Please remember that students and adult should be physically distancing themselves and 
not lingering around the gate areas. 

 Also, please ensure dogs are not near any of the gates. This will alleviate those who are 
anxious around dogs and allow everyone to feel safe and happy. 

Thanks in advance for your cooperation.  
 
 
 
 

Calendar Dates School Information 

 
November 

20th - School photo day 
 

Principal: Moi Beaurain 
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever 
School Council President: Bev Shaw 
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell 
 
 
Phone: 9758 3007    Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by 
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a 
child’s absence) 
 
 
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries. 
Monday:        8.30am-4.00pm 
Tuesday:        8.30am-3.00pm 
Wednesday:  8.30am-3.00pm 
Thursday:       8.30am-3.00pm 
Friday:             8.30am-4.00pm 

 

 

Code Word- Prize! 
 
To encourage our community, young and mature, to read our 
newsletter and ensure everyone is well informed, we have                                                       
introduced some incentives! Please help your child/ren read  
the newsletter. Be one of the first 5 families to email the  
school with this week’s code word, to win a chocolate frog  
for your child/ren. 
 
This week’s code word is: Kindness 
 
fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Code 
W 
r 
d 

mailto:Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers 

 
 6th November   13th November  

PREP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kailey For improving her 
narrative writing to 
include more full stops 
and a problem that 
needs to be solved 

PREP Nyle For working hard to 
improve his 
confidence to ask 
questions in class. 
Fantastic effort Nyle! 

1/2M 
 

 

 

Jasmine For working hard to 
plan settings and 
characters for her 
narrative writing. 
Great effort Jasmine! 

1/2M Madden For using the STARR 
value Responsibility to 
complete his work. 
Keep working hard 
Madden! 

1/2W 
 

 

 

Brad For showing the 
STARR value of 
persistence by 
working hard on his 
reading. Awesome job 
Brad. 

1/2W Jobe For using the STARR 
value of Achievement, 
and working hard on 
learning tasks. Well 
done Jobe! 

3/4L Xavier For using positive self-
talk and showing a 
growth mindset in 
writing this week. Well 
done Xavier 

3/4L 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leni For showing 
persistence and taking 
on challenges in her 
class work. 

3/4S 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cruz For the wonderful 
efforts he has been 
putting into 
completing his tasks. 
Well done Cruz 

3/4S Elise For taking on feedback 
in class and using it to 
improve her 
handwriting to a high 
standard. Well done 
Elise! 

5/6H Lexi For taking 
responsibility for her 
learning in the 
classroom by 
challenging herself 
and working hard in 
class. Amazing Effort! 

5/6H Anvesh For showing 
persistence and 
resilience when 
making mistakes in 
class. What a great 
growth mindset! 
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5/6K Rubi For showing pride 

with her writing and 
taking onboard 
feedback to improve 
it. Well done Rubi 

5/6K Sebastian For his robust effort in 
working through 
problem solving tasks 
and taking on extra 
challenges. Excellent 
effort Sebastian 

ART Mitchell 

 

 

 

For showing great 
maturity in Visual Arts. 
Well done! Keep up 
the great effort! 

ART Sophie For being very helpful 
in the art room, not 
only helping pack up 
but for helping other 
students who need 
assistance. Well Done! 

P.E. 
 

  

 

Lola For always trying to 
accomplish each task 
with such a positive 
attitude and with a 
willingness to work 
with others 

 

 

 

The Giving Tree 
Now more than ever, we want to encourage each other 
to be generous in the big and little things in life. We want 
to model to our children how we can be generous with 
our words, time, actions and gifts. The Giving Tree is a 
practical way for us to work together to be generous to 
others. We invite the Fairhills family to contribute non-
perishable items of food to be given away as food 
hampers to families in need. There is no obligation or 
pressure for you to contribute. We invite those who can 
to do so. Please ask your children to deliver the items 
prior to Monday 14th December 2020. 
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At Fairhills, we separate the child from the behaviour. At 
home, when your child displays a certain behaviour- verbally 
or physically, often there are other underlying emotions that 
are worth considering and exploring with your child when 
they are calm and ready. 
Consider using the Anger Iceberg image below. 
You never know how helpful this will be until you try it. 
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Student Contributions Payment - Explanation 
To help you better understand the financial breakdown 

Voluntary 
Contributions:  

Student 
Learning Items

-Parent-

• Laptops, devices, 
Compass, classroom 
printing & photocopying

• Sick Bay supplies and 
materials

• School zone sporting 
associations and events

• Student Leadership and 
Junior School Council 
supplies and awards

Essential 
Educational 

Items 

-Parent-

• Student Stationary and 
Books

• Art Consumables

• Online Learning 
Subsrciptions

Activities 
Contributions

-Parent-

• Life Education Incursion

• The Circus Crew Incursion, 
Training and Performance

• Sporting Program and 
Events

Department of 
Education and 

Training 
Funding

-Government-

• Government funding 
which pays for staff 
wages, buildings, utilities

Offers Available: 
 

 Pay On Time Discount available- due Thursday 10th December 

 Payments due- Thursday 11th February 2021 

 Four easy Instalments to achieve payment next year- sign up via the form. 
 


