News
Well done on a great BACK IN ACTION! start to Term 4 team!
Calm organised and LEARNING!
BRILLIANT!
Some of us – our students included – have been showing signs of being tired.
This is totally normal and logical.
It takes a lot of energy to be at our best and ready for learning.
Students are remembering school routines and expectations. They are concentrating on being
respectful and friendly and they are connecting with each other again.
They are remembering the Fairhills way of belonging and of being part of the team.
You can help by making sure your children are in bed on time, in a calm, cool, bedroom WITHOUT
any TVs, phones, iPads or computers to keep them awake and distracted.
Healthy eating and a regular good night’s sleep go a long way in equipping kids to be their best.

Classes 2021
It’s time to begin thinking about class groupings for 2021.
At Fairhills PS, the placement of every child within a positive learning environment is given top
priority.
This is the process:
we ask students to indicate learning partners using sociograms - staff will be working through
sociograms with students over the next few weeks


o





we talk about what a learning partner is
a learning partner is someone
we work well with
we don’t distract
who doesn’t distract us
staff check that each student has a nominated learning partner in their class

staff also consider:
 group dynamics
 learning partner suggestions
o using observations made during the whole school transition process
o suggestions given by students in their sociograms
 other considerations – family requests (siblings etc)

We also practise learning together with different peers in different spaces with different staff. This is
part of our whole school transition process, which will happen later in the year.
If you, as a parent or carer, have a realistic request for a particular class placement, please write a
letter, addressed to the Principal explaining the educational reasons for your request.
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Students & Families leaving at the end of 2020:
If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2020 Year 6 group please let the office staff know if you will not
be at Fairhills in 2021.
This is REALLY important for the organisation of resources for 2021.
Keep safe and well everyone
Take care
Moi

Student free Curriculum Day
MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2020.
NO students required at school this day.

Junior School Council Presentation
It was a significant day on Friday 16th October when the Junior School Council representatives finally
received their badges. While the year has not been as anyone planned, it was special to see our
Principal, Mrs Beaurain, present these representatives with their badges and highlight the important
role they play in our school. Congratulations to all the students involved.
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Extra Support- Mental Health
For some students, lockdown was very challenging and has had some significant impact on their
mental health. While the FPS staff go above and beyond to support and educate your children about
mental health and wellbeing topics, sometimes specialist support is also needed. You may be
unaware but Fairhills has a visiting psychologist from a private local practice that can offer your
children this extra specialist support, conveniently from school or at their clinic. You can also gain a
mental health care plan from your own doctor, which enable many sessions free of charge. Please
speak with Stuart Beever for further information.

Food Support
In recent months, financial pressures have impacted some families and have
caused significant stress. We have available some food packages ready to
support families in need and help ease some of the load. We encourage you to
ask as you are all a part of the Fairhills team- which is one of our important
STARR Values. Simply contact the office for further info. Please ask!

Ready Set Go- Pre Prep Transition Program
In recent weeks, it has been very exciting to be interacting
with our 2021 Preps and their families. While they cannot
attend on site yet, we have been making the most of using
Webex and meeting together online. It has been amazing
to see students, parents and staff adapt to this new way
of Pre-Prep Transition. We have already achieved Story
Time twice, a Prep Transition session and two Parent
Sessions. There’s already been plenty of opportunities to
get to know each other, and plenty more to come! If you
know someone who is yet to enrol for Prep in 2021- tell
them to get in touch ASAP.
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Junior News
Reading:
The Preps have been focusing on recognising when to use our reading strategies – we’re getting very
good at using our Eagle Eye and Stretchy Snake.
We are practising our Tricky Words and have been finding them in lots of places around the
classroom!
In Grade 1 and 2, we are focusing on Punky Pelican and Read A Lot Dot. We are making sure we pay
attention to the punctuation we see as we read, being sure to show it with our voice as we read.
Read A Lot Dot encourages us to read good fit books EVERY DAY to help build our vocabulary and
exposure to fascinating words.

Writing:
The Preps have been focusing on sentence writing. We have been writing about things that have an
ow for /oa/ and ow for /ou/ sound – like snow, crowns and cows! We are concentrating hard to
remember to begin each sentence with a capital letter, to use finger spaces between each word and
to finish each sentence with a full stop. Our writing is improving SO much!
The Grade 1 and 2s have been focused on persuasive writing. We have been developing our ability
to help the reader to understand our point of view and give them reasons to believe that too. This
includes using words that persuade, suggest and change someone’s mind about a topic or idea.

Mathematics:
In Prep, we have been learning to order numbers – this can be a bit tricky because we sometimes get
tricked and think we’re counting instead! We have also been practising thinking about our TEEN
numbers in terms of their number parts. We have learned that 15 is made up of one group of ten
and 5 more.
The Grade 1 and 2s have been revisiting concepts of addition and subtraction, and have been
practising identifying coins and their value. We have also been interpreting and analysing data sets
using questions, lists and tallies.

Reminders:
 We would like to ask everyone to make a big effort to set up and follow a consistent home

reading routine. It is just SO important for our students, and your children, to get as much
practise as they can! Following that, please make sure you record your child’s reading in
their reading log – these are getting collected regularly and helps us track your child’s
reading.
 Please make sure your child brings their drink bottle every day – we are still unable to use
the outside drinking taps.
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Celebrations:

We LOVE having your children back at school! It has been such a pleasure to see how much they
have progressed and grown since they were last on site.
Have a sensational and safe long weekend, and we’ll look forward to seeing you back on
Wednesday!
Miss Hayes, Miss Morrison and Mrs Warburton

Senior News
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Celebrations:
The first 3 weeks since returning to school has certainly flown by. Students have settled in well and
they have been setting a fantastic example for the younger students. The FPS Senior Staff are very
grateful to all of the support from our parents throughout Remote Learning, and we intend on
having a productive and positive end to the school year.

Reading:
During daily Café reading sessions, students have been partaking in a number of reading strategies to
assist with their reading comprehension. We have been using the strategy of ‘asking questions’
throughout the reading process. We also studied ‘compare and contrast’ and investigating two
different texts which involved students creating venn diagrams to present their findings. Finally,
students have also practised ‘visualising’ which involves making a mental picture in their head of what
they are reading.

Writing:
We have been continuing with our persuasive writing, looking at ways to enhance our work to make
it interesting and to invoke emotion for the reader. Some of these activities included designing an
advertisement and including persuasive techniques to draw in the audience.
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Mathematics:
Students have been working extremely hard in mathematics. We are completing daily mental maths
challenges in which students challenge themselves to improve their understanding of mathematical
concepts and increase their ability to record them faster. We are further investigating ‘Time’ and all
of the different components, as well as ‘balancing equations’.

Reminders:
This term, homework will look different as students will have the opportunity to complete their
homework tasks and submit throughout compass. Students are required to complete weekly
homework tasks. This also involves reading every night for 10 minutes and recording their details as
well as an adult signature. Homework is a requirement at Fairhills and we appreciate your help in
this matter. Mr Beever will be running Homework Club on Fridays for those students that require
extra support.

Graduation Photos
Finally, 2020 Graduation is just around the corner for our Year 6s. The 5/6 team would like students
in Year 6 to bring in Prep photos if possible, as well as any other photos from different year levels. If
you do not have any school photos, ones taken outside of school will be fine. Photos can be scanned
at school and will be returned to the students. Thanks again for your support. In what has been such
a challenging time for our students in 2020, we are hopeful that we can leave the class of 2020 with
ever-lasting memories of their time at Fairhills.

Graduation Ceremony
This is a significant year for our Grade 6 students, where their entire 7 years of Primary School
culminates at the end of this term. While restrictions are still uncertain in Victoria, we have planned
for different scenarios to ensure the Grade 6 Graduation is a special and significant event for all
involved. As the term continues and further restriction details are announced, we will communicate
further plans with you. These plans could include: staggered presentations, outside ceremony, live
video ceremony and more.
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Garden Update
Many Senior student’s have recently helped attack the veggie gardens and remove the overgrown
weeds in preparation for planting new plants. It has been great to see student enthusiastically
pulling out weeds, having a laugh and working together to make our school great! How lucky are we
to have such passionate and caring senior students. Go Fairhills!

Parent Opinion Survey
We had such a great response to the recent Fairhills Parent/Guardian Survey that we would like to
invite all Fairhills Parents and Guardians to complete the Department of Education’s Annual Parent
Opinion Survey. This is a great way to share your thoughts and give our school valuable information
that will help Fairhills to be even better. The survey closes on Friday 13th November 2020.
The information was sent via Compass on 21st October. Please see this information for the link and
pin. Contact our office if your need assistance.

Beat The Bell + Every Day Counts!
It is important that as we return into school routine, we continue to ensure
students are attending school every day. We need to re-establish good
routines around bedtime, wake up time, morning routines and getting to
school every day on time with their peers. Thank you to the many families
who are achieving this- awesome work!
At school, we also remind all students to ‘Beat the Bell’ and ensure they are
punctual and on time prior to the bell going during the day. The music
provides time to quickly finish play, access the toilet
if needed and be ready for their teacher. Please
remind your children to use the toilet during breaks
to avoid going to the toilet during class time and interrupting their learning.
In the coming weeks, we will be sharing more information and top tips to
support families and student attendance.
If you need additional support regarding attendance, please contact your
child’s classroom teacher and they will support and direct you further.
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Uniform Policy Reminders
As we return back to school, we have noticed a few reminders are needed
regarding uniform. Please support your children and ensure the following:
 Students should be wearing only Fairhills jumpers, not casual jumpers.
 Students should only have naturally coloured hair, no coloured hair is
allowed and must be washed out immediately.
 Students now need to wear hats outside throughout the day.
 Students can only wear royal blue (not black) tracksuit pants, not
tights/leggings by themselves. Tights can only be worn when under a
dress/skirt. Tights must only be navy blue, not black.

These reminders reinforce what the Fairhills PS Uniform Policy states. Students who breach the
Fairhills Uniform Policy will be asked fix it. We want to promote pride in our school.

Calendar Dates

November
2nd - Curriculum Day-NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT SCHOOL
3rd – Melbourne Cup Day-NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT
SCHOOL
20th - Proposed School photo day

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Bev Shaw
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm
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Code Word- Prize!
To encourage our community, young and mature, to read our
newsletter and ensure everyone is well informed, we have
introduced some incentives! Please help your child/ren read
the newsletter. Be one of the first 5 families to email the
school with this week’s code word, to win a chocolate frog
for your child/ren.

W
Code
r
d

This week’s code word is: Action
fairhills.ps@education.vic.gov.au

PFA
The Fairhills PS PFA want to thank and congratulate all of the fabulous Fairhills families for getting
through the tough times we’ve all faced.
Well done everyone and best wishes to all families
From the PFA

Grandparent’s Day
While we cannot welcome all our special FPS Grandparents to this
year’s event, we’d like to make a special mention of them. Lockdown
has been hard for many, especially for many of our grandparents.
With the increased risk on health and the isolation from family and
friends, we understand this has been tough. We’d like to acknowledge
you all and celebrate the special and important role you play in so
many kids lives, both your own family and other family’s children.
Thank you for your patience, your kindness, for continuing a love of
reading with the children, for learning how to Facetime or Zoom and
for your resilience.
From us to you, thank you!
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers

PREP

16th October
Hunter

For showing a
fantastic attitude to
his learning and
putting in a big effort
to improve his writing.
Great job Hunter!

PREP

23rd October
Connor

1/2M

Alexia

For a fantastic start,
back in in action. Keep
it up Alexia!

1/2M

Cooper

For working hard on
his reading group
response. Wonderful
effort Cooper!

1/2W

Jhett

For helping a
classmate with his
work!

1/2W

Lachlan

For his positive
attitude towards his
work and participation
in class.

3/4L

Lily C

For her excellent
efforts in her
persuasive writing.
Awesome job Lily

3/4L

Hunter

For his fantastic
improvement in his
reading.
Well done!

3/4S

Damien

For his wonderful
achievements in
Maths and helping
others grow their
understanding of
concepts

3/4S

Talen

For his fantastic
participation in class
discussions.
Keep it up Talen!

5/6H

Maisie

For speaking with
confidence and
conviction during our
class debates

5/6H

Lian

For being the first
student to hand in his
homework on
compass this week!
Fantastic organisation
Lian!
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5/6K

Miles

For a tremendous and
settled beginning
since returning to
school. Excellent work
Miles!

5/6K

Charlee

For her creative
advertisement which
was full of ‘Show
Don’t Tell’ to hook the
audience in.
Great job Charlee!

ART

Alexandria

For painting thick and
thin lines using warm
colours, then
arranging them in an
interesting way for a
background

ART

Alexandra

For creating a pinch
pot using air drying
clay and painting it in
a colourful design

P.E.

Spike

For always trying his
best to accomplish
tasks and master new
skills

P.E.

Talen

For making positive
and great choices
during PE sessions

PREP

30h October
Lucas

For showing
wonderful
improvement and
confidence in his
reading. What a
superstar!

3/4L

30th October
Miley

1/2M

Liam

For using persistence
during writing tasks.
Keep using a growth
mindset Liam!

3/4S

Aidan

For having a
wonderful growth
mindset towards his
work in class. Keep up
the great effort Aidan!

1/2W

Sophia

For showing
responsibility and
respect in every
aspect of school life

5/6H

Josh

For his efforts with
writing and publishing
a book for the class.
Amazing work Josh!
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5/6K

Grace

For working hard to
improve her division
skills and completing
maths tasks.
Keep it up Grace!

P.E.

Lukas

For overcoming and
showing
determination to try
his best during our
endurance challenge

ART
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For creating a detailed
face with air drying
clay and mixing paint
to get the colours she
wanted to decorate it
with.
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Student Contributions Payment - Explanation
To help you better understand the financial breakdown

Voluntary
Contributions:
Student
Learning Items
-Parent-

• Laptops, devices, Compass,
classroom printing &
photocopying
• Sick Bay supplies and
materials
• School zone sporting
associations and events
• Student Leadership and
Junior School Council
supplies and awards

Essential
Educational
Items
-Parent-

Activities
Contributions
-Parent-

Department of
Education and
Training
Funding

• Student Stationary and
Books
• Art Consumables
• Online Learning
Subsrciptions

• Life Education Incursion
• The Circus Crew Incursion,
Training and Performance
• Sporting Program and
Events

• Government funding which
pays for staff wages,
buildings, utilities

-Government-

Offers Available:
 Pay On Time Discount available- due Thursday 10th December
 Payments due- Thursday 11th February 2021
 Four easy Instalments to achieve payment next year- sign up via the form.
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Dear School Community,
Subject: Metro Melbourne Retail Stores reopening. We are pleased to announce that we will be
reopening our stores from today Wednesday the 28th of October. We will transition into our regular
trading weekdays and hours this week, and the plan is to reopen regular Saturdays from next week
(unless otherwise communicated). Please be aware that we will still be operating with the following
COVID safe procedures and policies in stores in the interest of everyone’s health and safety: •
People limits in-store: In accordance with Government rules, we will continue to limit the number of
families in store at one time. Please note that unfortunately this does mean that families may need
to wait outside of the premises if capacity limits are reached and we apologise in advance for any
inconvenience this may cause.

• Limited contact, Full-service approach: We will continue operating under a “limited contact, fullservice” approach in our stores, where our in-store team will assist families with collecting garments
to limit people movement whilst in our stores. Although we appreciate this does create longer wait
times in store, it also allows us to operate in a safer manner and maintain better visibility on the
number of people in store at one time.
• Change rooms will reopen! One of the policies we are relaxing in-store is regarding our change
rooms, where we’ll initially have one change room per store reopened for students to try on and
find their size. We do plan to eventually reopen all changing rooms in all stores, but we want to
make sure we can do that safely.
• Social distancing markers and access to parts of the store: Please note we’ll continue to have social
distancing markers in store, so please look out for “X” markers along the floor as areas for families to
stand whilst they are being assisted or are waiting. Please also note that we will still be restricting
access to parts of the store (please refer to warning signs and markers in store) to comply with the
policies above.
• Accepted payment methods: We strongly encourage and recommend that if possible, families use
card payments when in store in order to limit contact. We do understand that this is not possible for
everyone, but we ask that where families can, to please do so.

Our VIP sale will begin next week with the 10% off in-store for the next 6 weeks (From Monday 2nd
of November to Thursday 17th of December). We hope this extended period of the sale will give
families greater opportunities to visit us in the next 6 weeks, and to help us stay within Government
rules regarding social distancing and occupancy indoors.
Thank you and stay safe, Your Beleza Team
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