News
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING, GROWING, ACHIEVING TOGETHER!

WRITING IS COOL!
Here are 10 questions you can ask to develop a GROWTH mindset in children:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

What did you do today that made you think hard?
What happened today that made you keep going?
What can you learn from this?
What mistake did you make that taught you something?
What did you try hard at today?
What strategy are you going to try now?
What will you do to challenge yourself today?
What will you do to improve your work?
What will you do to improve your talent?
What will you do to solve this problem?

An important reminder: the FPS CHILD SAFE POLICY and CHILD SAFETY CODE of CONDUCT
documents are posted on our website – hard copies are available on request. They are part of the
Child Safe Standards, which are compulsory for all Victorian schools.

Asthma Awareness:
Our school recognises that students diagnosed with asthma need to be supported. We need to
know what can trigger it in individual students so that we can work with you to provide support and
treatment if required. We do our very best to reduce asthma triggers in our immediate environment
where possible. Please make sure that your child’s ASTHMA CARE PLAN is kept up-to-date and that
the information required for the Student Health Care Support Plan is current if your child has
asthma. It is excellent for parents to encourage their child to learn how to manage their asthma
including recognising triggers.

Sshhhhhh! Fathers’ Day stall coming up………….
and……don’t forget book week
Sleep well,
Moi

Where’s Wally?
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BOOK WEEK
In preparation for our Book Week celebrations, can you find all 6 Wallys in this newsletter?
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Parent opinion:
Our Parent Opinion Survey is now available to complete and we would appreciate it if every family
could do so. The survey closes on 18th August. All the details are on the recent Compass Notification.
Thank you to those who have already completed the survey!
Curriculum Days coming up:
NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT SCHOOL ON THESE DAY.
Friday 13th September
Monday 4th November

Thanks to B&B Master Blasters for supporting this event.
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Parent/Guardian Resource

At Fairhills, we are keen to motivate, inspire and resource our families with quality information and
materials. Raising Resilient Kids is a book that is incredibly relevant to today’s parents, guardians
and educational staff. This is an important book that I believe everyone should read. I want to
encourage you to buy this book and equip yourself with expert advice and strategies to best support
your children as they grow. You’ll hear from Australian experts about relevant topics facing the
children of today.
To give you a taste of what this book has to offer, over the coming Newsletters, I will be sharing
some interesting points from each chapter. You might like to read along with me at home!
Chapter 1- How to Build Happy and Resilient Children
 Major traits of resilient children:
o Charismatic parents/adults/teachers- convey love, acceptance and are an advocate
for the child
o Positive Self Talk
o Social-Emotional Competencies- manage feelings, friendships and solve problems
o Islands of Competence- finding ones passion/’spark’, self-esteem comes from
developing capabilities e.g. music/sport/reading/art
 Happiness- the greatest predictor of happiness is your child’s ability to maintain friends- this
is reliant on social-emotional competencies
 Never do anything for your child that they can do for themselves
 Top Tips- give children vitamin N (No), set limits and boundaries
Upcoming Chapters cover- Resilience in the Digital Space, Anxiety, and further adult themed topics.
If need further information or help on where to purchase the book online, please come and see me.

Stuart Beever- Leading Teacher
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Prep News
Reading:
The Preps are showing fantastic improvements in all areas of their reading, especially in their
awareness of reading strategies and comprehension. Don’t forget to ask your child to tell about
what they have read, whether they are reading to you, or listening to you read to them. This will
help reinforce what they are practising at school. Our CAFÉ strategies this fortnight have been
Stretchy Snake and Chunky Monkey.

Writing:
We have continued our work on Narrative writing and been focusing on finding the beginning,
middle and end in books we read. We have also been brainstorming, drawing and describing
settings, using our senses to help us build the picture. The students have been working with a
partner to begin creating a character, which we will be describing and using to write a story.
Mathematics:
Our focuses this fortnight have been reviewing ordinal numbers, from 1st to 10th place, learning and
practising the days of the week – thinking about the order of the days of the week, and which days
come before and after a particular day. We have also been exploring simple addition by joining
together to small groups and counting on from the biggest group to find out how many there are all
together.
Reminders:
Home Reading & Reading Logs:
Keep up the great effort with the home reading! Don’t forget that all students have letter sounds,
word lists and tricky words to practise, as well as take home books for those who are ready!
Book Week Dress Up:
Don’t forget that next Thursday is our Book Week dress up, the students are not required to wear
uniform if they are in a costume.
Celebrations:
o Wow! What a fantastic effort by our Prep H superstars who all got up at Assembly to present
for the first time! I was so proud of all of you, what a great team effort!
o Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Goal Setting Interviews, it was so lovely
to have the opportunity to discuss your children’s progress!
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CHINA
It was exciting having the experience to be with Alice, we had a fun time playing UNO, and I’m happy
I’ve learnt how to use chopsticks.
By Jaime
Will from China stayed with my family for a week. It was different students having Chinese students
in our classroom and home. Will spoke English so we didn’t have too many problems
communicating. Will came along to my basketball and footy training. He thought it was very
different to what he did in China. It was amazing having a student from a different country stay with
me.
By Tom
I liked him doing the little kicks with his shoe.
By Keely
On Thursday the 8th of August, John and I went to the staff room to make some food with the
Chinese students. We started by making fairy bread, it tasted delicious. We then made koalas with
biscuits, icing, M and Ms, marshmallows, and licorice. We then had a look at some pictures of native
Australian animals and listened to the sounds they make. We finished by decorating an outline of a
boomerang with aboriginal symbols. I really enjoyed the experience with the Chinese students.
By Lillian
I learnt his favourite game was basketball. I was talking to him on chat. I wrote a letter in Chinese.
By Wil
It was exciting having Cong stay at my house however, communication was very very difficult. Cong
also taught me some Chinese sentences, which I found quite interesting.
Josh A
Thank you for coming. I’ll see you again.
By Izaiah
It was hard to communicate with each other. Jaime learnt how to use chopsticks.
By Elijah

Learning, Growing & Achieving Together

Newsletter: Issue 15
Issue Date: 16th August 2019

Page 6

News
Junior News
We are already half way through the Term! Here is what we have been up to over the past two
weeks:
Reading:
Students have focused on the ‘Copy Cat Camel’ strategy, which reminds us to use expression for
characters in our stories. Recognising speech marks and changing our voices to match a character
have been helpful ways of doing this. We have also be using ‘Helpful Hippo’ to remind us to ask for
help when we come across a tricky word. When your child is reading out-loud at home, be sure to
encourage them to ask for help when they come across an unfamiliar word.

Writing:
Students have continued writing narrative stories and have continued to tighten tension by
presenting their characters with more and more challenging problems/complications (pebble, brick
and boulder strategy). Additionally, we have been practising writing ‘sizzling starts’ in our stories and
have been rating the beginning of library stories as either sizzling or fizzling.
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Mathematics:
Students have been learning new strategies to add and subtract. They have been putting their
knowledge into practice by playing a range of maths games and activities. The students have also
been revisiting the topic of shape, where they have been recognising 2D and 3D shapes. They have
demonstrated their understanding by making their own shapes from Play Doh.

Reminders:

Punctuality: Don’t forget to help your child ‘Beat the Bell’ each day.
Celebrations:

o Well done to all the students for giving it their best in their ‘Footsteps’ dance practise.

Have a great fortnight!
Miss Hayes, Mr Clarke, Miss Tampaline and Mrs Smith
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Senior News

STUDENT AGENCY - FPS Leadership lunch
On Tuesday 13th August, student leadership, Karylle, John, Tom and Lillian met with Mr Beever and
Mrs Beaurain and talked about how we as students could improve our public speaking. We made
some choices and suggestions on how we could improve, for example plant your feet and eye
contact. We also talked about how we were going with our leadership roles. We had a yummy lunch
with party pies, sausage rolls, cup-cakes and muffins. We discussed the results of the student survey
and thought of some actions we could take from that.
By Karylle & John

Student leaders working with Mrs Beaurain
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
9th August

16th August

PH

Sophie

Being a great role
model to her peers
by always
demonstrating the
STARR values. Wow!

PH

Riley

For improving the
effort he puts into
work tasks. Keep it up
Riley!

1/2T

Riley

For using great
adjectives to
describe nouns. Keep
up the great work!

1/2T

Delilah

For using great
adjectives to describe
nouns. Keep up the
great work!

1/2C

Jack

For adding more
detail in his writing.

1/2C

Chelsea

For beginning to use
adverbs in her writing

3/4H

Jaime

3/4H

Zeke

For trying really hard to
complete writing tasks
during class time. Keep
up the hard work Zeke!

4/5L

Manaal

4/5L

Will

For his persistence and
efforts to complete all
tasks. Well done Will!

5/6W

Jayden

For being a fantastic
host for our
international visitors
and representing our
community well.
Great Work!
For her enthusiasm
and ‘I can do it’
approach to
everything. Keep up
the effort!
For his positive
choices and great
work in class.

5/6W

Mitchell

For his improved
attitude and behaviour
in class and also his
great answer regarding
success criteria

Art

Aaron

For working really well
in Art and for
completing his work.
Well done Aaron!
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal:
Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher:
Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

August
22nd –Book Week Parade
28th- Father’s day Stall
30th- Father’s and Special Friend’s Breakfast- 8am

September
rd

3 - Prep to Grade 2-Grandparents Day-9am
6th- School Disco
16th- Working Bee 3.30pm
19th –Footsteps Performance @ Fairhills High School Hall 6.30pm
20th –The BIG Assembly
-Last day of Term 3- 2.30 Dismissal

December
18th December- Grade 6 Graduation

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)
Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

‘Beat the Bell’
In Semester 2, our school is focusing heavily on attendance and punctuality. We encourage you to
please bring your student every day to school and to ‘Beat the bell’ so they are on time for class.
Please see the following poster explaining the implications of regularly missing a day of school or
even just a few minutes each day. If you would like some more advice or support, please come and
see you classroom teacher.
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PFA News
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