News
Thanks everyone for helping Mr BEEVER lead our school while I was away.
THANKS MR BEEVER! Great job!
COOL CALM KIDS
There’s NO reason to be an angry ant!
because…….
Being assertive helps us handle conflict, solve problems and take responsibility for our behaviour.
Confident body language is the most central and critical element in being assertive so…….
Help your child/ren be a cool calm kid/s
1. Practise being in the neutral zone – the calm space where we can choose how to act and not
react to someone else
2. The way we look confident is by
o making good eye contact
o standing firm
3. The way we act confidently is by
o NOT using put downs
o speaking clearly
o saying things in a positive way
‘I love the way you took ownership of that’
is a great way to tell kids they’re accepting responsibility well.
CHINESE VISITORS
Five students and the Principal from our Chinese sister school Zhu Diwen will be visiting us next
week. We have six wonderful families who have volunteered to provide a homestay experience for
them all.
THANKYOU for so generously offering to look after our international visitors!
The students will be joining senior classes for regular learning and visiting the junior students during
the school week. We will have a special assembly during the week – further information will be
posted on COMPASS.
THANKYOU
To Mr Nick WAKELING for coming to today’s assembly to help us to celebrate
NATIONAL TREE DAY.
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Prep News
Reading:
The Preps have begun formal reading groups, working in like groups to improve their reading skills.
For those students who are ready, we are combining our knowledge of letter sounds with high
frequency words to attempt more difficult texts. We have also starting tackling CAFÉ Reading
strategies, our strategies this fortnight have been Eagle Eye and Lips the Fish.

Writing:
We have begun exploring Narrative writing. We are learning that there must be a beginning, middle
and end, and that there must be characters, a setting and a problem. There are lots of wonderful
ideas coming from the students – I can’t wait to see what they’ll come up with next!
Mathematics:
Our focus has been reviewing subitising and counting small collections, as well as learning the days
of the week and their order. We have been distinguishing between school days and weekend days
and will continue with exploring 3D shapes later in the week.
Reminders:
Home Reading & Reading Logs:
Your child has plenty of options for practising reading at home. All students have letter sounds, word
lists and tricky words. Those students who are ready, also have a take home book. Please make sure
you are filling in your reading log, it is really important to build a strong and consistent routine
straight away in Prep, so that it flows through to the rest of their school years.
Goal Setting Interviews:
Goal setting interviews will be running on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th August. Thank you to
those families who have already booked in a time. It would be fantastic to see all families over the
two nights, so if you haven’t booked a time yet, please do so as soon as you can. If you have any
questions or problems booking, please come and have a chat.
Celebrations:
Thank you to those parents who have been able to offer their time to get the PMP off and running. It
was fantastic to see the students’ excitement and a great opportunity for them to take part in.
If you think you could also help, please come and see Miss Hayes!
Congratulations to all the Prep students who are showing improvement in their learning. One of the
greatest parts of being involved with Prep students is the massive growth they show throughout the
year and right now, we are having a boom period! I can see the hard work and effort that has been
happening at school and at home, really starting to pay off! Keep up the hard work everyone!
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PREP 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL
On Tuesday 30th July the students in Prep H celebrated their 100th day at school – doesn’t the time
just fly by! The students have been eagerly counting the number of days they had come to school
and finally the wait was over!
It was a wonderful day, filled with reflecting about all the things they have learned and all the things
they still want to learn! There were party hats, delicious foods and a fantastic sense of achievement
in the air as our loved ones came along to help us celebrate this momentous occasion.
Thank you to all the families that were able to come along and make the afternoon special – aside
from the party hats and cake, having someone special come and visit was the number one most
exciting part of the day.
But don’t take my word for it, let’s ask the kids what they enjoyed most:
 We had all our parents at school. – Ellie
 My favourite part was holding up my certificate. - Jai
 My favourite thing was having a great party. – Temperance
 My favourite thing was build a ginormous building with my Dad. - Jobe
 I liked making the party hats the best. – Keely
 I liked playing the building games with Jai at the party. - Yuvi
 My favourite part was when we made the party hats because I like making stuff. - Katie

Learning, Growing & Achieving Together

Newsletter: Issue 14
Issue Date: 2nd August 2019

Page 3

News
Road Safety:
In recent weeks, we have been concerned regarding road safety
around our school and local streets. Families, please remind your
children (young and old) how to cross the road safely when walking
or riding. When walking, use a crossing if available otherwise
practise crossing the road in a clear section where no parked cars
can hide children. When crossing the road on bikes, please remind
children to slow down and hop off their bikes when crossing. Adults
please also remember the speed limits around the local streets and
ask your children to enter and exit the vehicle via the footpath side
only. Together, we can make our community safe.

Parent opinion
Our Parent Opinion Survey is now available to complete and we would appreciate it if every family
could do so. The survey closes on 18th August. All the details are on the recent Compass Notification.
Thank you to those who have already completed the survey!

Interviews
Don’t forget to book your interview times on Compass. The interviews will be
occurring on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th August. Please visit our office if
you need assistance in booking a time.

Thanks to the Hon. Nick Wakeling.
In support of National Tree Day, Nick presented our school with some native
plants. On behalf of the school, thank you Nick.

Grade 4 Kinder Visit
Our Grade 4 students visited the Alice Johnson Kinder children and had an
amazing time. We read stories and played outside with the children. Our
students modelled our STARR Values with ease. Well done team!
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Junior News
We are half way through the year and we are all still working very hard especially in our core
subjects of reading, writing and maths, in particular:
Reading:
Students have focused on the ‘Tempo Turtle’ strategy which reminds us to use different speeds to
read based on the types of tasks and the purpose for reading. For example, 1st gear – slowest and
most powerful, used to memorize material. 2nd gear – used to learn material. 3rd gear – used in most
of our reading. 4th gear – our quickest speed, for skimming and scanning.
Writing:
Students have been writing narratives based on the Mr Men and Little Miss characters. Students
have also been focusing on tightening tensions to engage readers. For example, including a pebble (a
small problem), a brick (a medium problem) and a boulder (a big problem) in their stories.
Mathematics:
Students have been learning about money. They have been describing and ordering Australian coins
according to their value. They also had an opportunity to buy real ingredients to make a sandwich
with pretend coins. Students enjoyed eating their purchases. In addition, students have been
collecting, representing and interpreting data in different graphs. In particular, we went outside,
observed our birdlife in the playground and recorded our observations in a table and graph.

Incursion:
Students were fortunate enough to learn about how to be responsible pet owners during our special
visit last week.
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Reminders:
Homework and Home Reading: we would appreciate your support in continuing to help your child
create and maintain positive homework and home reading routines. The teachers are reminding
students to swap over their take home reader books in the mornings so that they have new books to
read at home.
Punctuality: please ensure your child is on time to school each day. Arriving late can be very
unsettling for a child/ren and can be disruptive to class programs. If you do happen to be late, please
ensure you sign your child in at the Office, prior to bringing them to their classroom.
Celebrations:
Congratulations to 1/2 T for a fantastic performance during the last Assembly of term 2!

Have a great fortnight!
Miss Hayes, Mr Clarke, Miss Tampaline and Mrs Smith

In fantastically exciting news, Fairhills Primary School has been selected to take part in a Library
Regeneration Program. This program is run by the Dymocks Children’s Charity (DCC) and is
supported by Dymocks stores around the country. DDC aim to cultivate a love of books and to see
children reading every day.
The Knox City and Prahran Dymocks stores have been fundraising throughout the year to support
our school program and we are excited to announce that they have raised a total of $1,900.00 on
our behalf! How amazing! Even more incredible was the news that DDC was going to match that
amount, meaning that we received a total of $3,800.00 to spend on books for our Library! That’s
over 200 new books to read - WOW!
The books started to arrive this week In the coming weeks you might begin to see the new titles
appearing on our shelves. We will also have a special presentation later in the year to recognise and
thank the DCC and our local Dymocks stores. In the meantime, if you happen to visit the Knox City or
Prahran stores, it would be great if you could give them a kind word for their generous contribution
to our school.
Happy Reading!
Miss Hayes
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
26th July

2nd August

PH

Brad

For showing an
improvement in his
effort to all learning
tasks

PH

Xander

Making a fantastic
start at Fairhills P.S.
Welcome to our
community Xander!

1/2T

Ally

For continued
improvement in her
maths

1/2T

Chloe

For her enthgusiasm
and positive approach
to her learning

1/2C

Pearl

For continued
improvement with
her writing

1/2C

Charlette

For demonstrating
excellent teamwork
with her learning
partners

3/4H

Trinity

For always trying her
best when facing a
new challenge.
Great Effort!

3/4H

Matilda

For always making
positive choices with
her learning; choosing
what is right rather
than what is fun.
Great work!

4/5L

Lola

For her enthusiasm
and positive
approach to her
learning.
Keep it up!

4/5L

Ariel

For her persistence and
great listening when
working out maths
problems.
Great effort!

5/6W

Jasmine

For her happy,
positive influence in
the classroom and
thoughtful class
discussions

5/6W

James

For his persistence and
dependability in
working at classroom
and school tasks.

P.E.

Maya

For giving 100%effort
during the fitness test
this week and making it
right to the end.
Well done!
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Senior News
Reading: During reading time during the past fortnight we have focused on visualising what we read
and asking and answering questions about what we are reading.
Below are some of our student’s thoughts;
3/4H



4/5L


We have been making up questions and learning about answering questions.
By Jaime
We have also been reading lots of books and writing about the book.
By Shayla

Last week we were reading a book and visualising in our minds what the picture looks like.
By Lian

Writing: Improving our narrative writing by looking at characters and dialogue.
Some insights from our students are below;
3/4H




4/5L


For writing we did dialogue and that is when someone is speaking to someone else in a
story.
By Xavier
We have been doing dialogue. We made up characters and we had to write a conversation
between our character and Miss Holt.
By Leni

In writing we have been doing dialogue for example we introduced our characters the
pigeon and the sky diver.
By Sam

Maths: We have been developing and extending our number facts and exploring time, calendars and
timetables.
3/4H



We have been learning about times tables and I think I’m getting better and better.
By Keegan
We have been doing our times tables but using plus. e.g. 3+3+3= 3x3=9
By Elise
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4/5L


We have been doing time using analogue clocks and digital time, converting time and
looking at bus timetables.
By Keanna

5/6W
 We have been learning about multiplication e.g. 500 x43 and we have been catching up with
our decimals e.g. 1.73x6.93. We have been doing big times tables.
By Kailei

5/6W
 We met Mr Roffey at the start of Term 3 and we’ve got to have lots of fun and are now
getting into our learning goals with Mr Roffrey’s help.
By Rex

Reminders:
Interviews/Three way conferences on Wednesday 14th August and Thursday 15th August. Please
book online so you, your child and their teacher can discuss student learning goals.
Tissues: It would be great if your child could bring along a box of tissues for the classroom.

Some reflections from grade 3/4 camp:
I was flabbergasted about how fun and awesome it (Arrabri Lodge) looked and was mysteriously
suspicious about how clean and organised the cabin was. … dinner and lunch were amazing!
By Ruby G
Damper making you roast your dough around the fire. When it was golden brown and hollow you
pull it off the stick. Enjoy eating it with butter and jam.
By Grace & Emma
Archery was fun but you needed to focus a lot to hit the bulls-eye.
By Lily J & Charlee
Everyone was excited to do the bush dance. We did the ‘Heel and Toe Polka’ and some other dances.
Everyone had so much fun!
By Lola & Payton
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

August
5th –Chinese Students Arrive
14th -3 Way Conferences
15th – 3 Way Conferences
22nd –Book Week Parade

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

September

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

19th –Footsteps Performance

December
18th December- Grade 6 Graduation

‘Beat the Bell’
In Semester 2, our school is focusing heavily on attendance and punctuality. We
encourage you to please bring your student every day to school and to ‘Beat the bell’
so they are on time for class. Please see the following poster explaining the
implications of regularly missing a day of school or even just a few minutes each day.
If you would like some more advice or support, please come and see you classroom
teacher.

Learning, Growing & Achieving Together

Newsletter: Issue 14
Issue Date: 2nd August 2019

Page 10

News

Learning, Growing & Achieving Together

Newsletter: Issue 14
Issue Date: 2nd August 2019

Page 11

News
PRINCIPAL’s DAY
Today is Principal’s Day! It is a great day for us to acknowledge the tireless work of our sensational
Principal, Moi Beaurain, and our fabulous Leading Teacher, Stuart Beever.
We are so very lucky to have a Principal at Fairhills Primary School who cares so much about the
wellbeing and learning of our students. Mrs Beaurain always makes time to hear everyone’s
concerns and questions, and is a constant presence in our classrooms. She makes it a priority to get
to know the students, who all appreciate knowing she is a trusted person who can help them in a
time of need.
Mr Beever wears many hats at Fairhills, and is called upon to solve a variety of problems. He can
always be relied on to approach things with a positive outlook and uses this to set a fantastic
example to the students of to tackle challenges positively and persistently.
We are so thankful for you both and hope you have a wonderful Principal’s Day. Thank you Mrs
Beaurain and Mr Beever.

Our illustrious leaders, as seen by two Prep students:

Mrs Beaurain

Mr Beever
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PFA News
Welcome back to term 3. Hope you all had a great break. We have our Trivia Night coming up on
August 17. Get your friends and family together for a great night. Tickets are $15 per person with a
maximum of 10 per table.
Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the year.
PFA Committee.
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