News
Welcome Back!
It has been wonderful to see our students return to school, full of stories from their holidays.
Holidays are a challenge for some, especially around balancing work, commitments, children, change
of routines etc. So well done to everyone, you did it! Now that term 3 has begun, you can get back
into normal routines, like bed times, and screen time limitations etc.
I am so proud of our hard working staff at Fairhills Primary School. They put in so much time and
effort into their roles, to ensure the very best for your children. Four of our staff this week have said
goodbye to their loved ones at home, to look after your loved ones on camp. On behalf of everyone,
a massive thank you to Mrs Sally Lockyer, Miss Catherine Holt, Mrs Jenny Picknell, Mrs Narelle
Scampton and a special thank you to our parent rep, Stephen Mitchell. If you are yet to thank these
people, make sure you do.
Feedback is important to us and our yearly Parent Opinion Survey is coming up. While some schools
randomly select a small portion of their families to respond, we are keen for all to contribute and
share in this survey! The survey opens from Monday 22nd July and closes on Sunday 11th August.
Details of the survey website link and private pin number will be sent via Compass. If you need
support or need a device to complete the survey, please visit our office team.
Our Chinese students will be arriving on Monday 5th August and we still need some super star
families to welcome a child into their home for a week. This is a wonderful experience for everyone
involved and we’d like to ensure it is, with your help, a successful trip. Please contact myself ASAP
for more information and to confirm your interest.
Our 3 Way Conferences will be occurring on the 14th and 15th August. This is a valuable opportunity
to talk with your child’s teacher and focus in on their goals for semester 2. Stay tuned for a Compass
notification to book your times online.
While Mrs Beaurain is on leave, as always, you are most welcome to get in contact with me if you
need.
Stay warm!
Stuart Beever- Acting Principal
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Proud Moments
As educators, we get so excited when we see kids working together and respecting each other.
During this week, some examples of what we have seen are:


A junior student, realised another student was lonely and invited him to join her group at
playtime.
 A team of students, staff and parents were all searching a tree for a student’s precious new
green football. To all our surprise, it was found in the same tree the next day!
 Hearing the stories from the 3/4 Camp and how the students worked together to make it a
huge success.
As adults, I’m sure you see many moments where your children make you proud. Make sure you tell
them!

Family Game Time: Ultimate Uno
Have you ever tried the classic game of Uno and added a few new rules? If not, try this out.
 Whenever a 0 is played, everyone has to swap their entire hand of cards to the person on
their left.
 Whenever a 9 is played, the last person to place their pointer finger down on the table has
to pick up another card.
 During the game, if you have an exact match of the current card on the pile (eg green 4), you
can place your matching card on top and skip anyone who was about to have their turns.
This works for larger groups too and avoids it being too competitive as you are less attached to your
cards and feel less sad due to a consequence. What other rules could you create?
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Parent/Guardian Resource
Dr Justin Coulson is a psychologist and parenting expert. I highly recommend you investigating his
website site and following his Facebook page.
Website: www.happyfamilies.com.au
Facebook: Dr Justin Coulson’s Happy Families
A recent free webinar Dr Coulson presented was on Anxiety in children. This was an excellent
presentation and I recommend all adults register for and watch. Some of the points he made were:
 Anxiety is often related to excessive worry. It’s the brain saying, I need to protect you.
 10 signs of anxiety in children are: anger, school refusal, what if?, tears, sore limbs, can’t
sleep, bouncy, sore tummy, feeling sick and clingy. (Please note, these signs don’t always
indicate anxiety)
 Strategy 1: Balance beam. When adults don’t solve/remove the problem, but rather when
adults support the child to rebalance/resettle and allow the child to manage it themselves,
reassuring them that we are there for them.
 Strategy 2: Breathe. Allows us to centre ourselves, to be present and to allow the brain to
calm down/deescalate and refocus.
 Strategy 3: Imagine. Emphasising that our thoughts come and go, just like a leaf floating
down the stream.
 We the parents/guardians/adults are the hope givers and need to model this to our kids. To
help, we need to be stable and level in our comments and reactions to situations.
Please keep in mind that by watching the webinar, it will help you better understand the context and
background information supporting his comments.

Enrolments
If you are yet to return your enrolment forms, please do so ASAP! Many people have already done
so, which we really appreciate.

-Stuart Beever
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Junior News
Welcome back to Term 3 – my how the time flies! We’re going to have an action packed term, with
lots of opportunities for our students to have new experiences and try new things!
Please find below a summary of some key points and reminders:
 Home Reading
Please make sure you’re reinforcing a really positive home reading routine with your child or
children. Home reading is essential to your child’s success in all areas of their learning and
we would appreciate your support. Don’t forget to write on their reading log, these will be
collected weekly.
 Jolly Phonics / Take Home Sound Books (Prep Only)
Please ensure your child continues to bring his or her take home sound book to school each
day. Although we have finished learning our 42 basic sounds, we have moved onto
alternative vowel sounds and will be learning a new sound each week. We will also begin
learning Tricky Words (non-phonetic words) shortly, and this will also live in your child’s take
home sound book.
 Footsteps
Every Monday this term, we will be attending Footsteps dance rehearsals for the end of
term performance. Encourage your child to participate to the best of their ability and please
ensure they are wearing appropriate footwear each Monday.
 Responsible Pet Ownership Program
Next Wednesday, the 24th July the Junior School will be visited by Stacey and her four legged
friend. She will be speaking to the students about how to keep pets safe and what to do if
you see a dangerous or unfriendly dog. You might like to take a look at the ‘Pet Town’ app,
which is free from the App Store and Play Store, as it complements all the topics covered in
the session.
 Prep 100th Day of School
We are quickly coming up to this very excited and much anticipated day – please keep an
eye out for more information next week!
 Jumpers
We seem to be having a high number of jumpers going home with the wrong person of late.
Could you please help us out by checking your child has the correct jumper and ensuring
that your child’s clothing is clearly labelled.

Have a lovely weekend and all the best for the coming fortnight.
The Junior School Team
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
28th June

19th July

PH

Liam

For working hard to
improve his writing
by listening for letter
sounds and using
finger spacing.

PH

Rylan

For improving his
ability to segment and
blend words using
letter sounds

1/2T

Will

For showing
excellent leadership
during a class selfcontrol activity.

1/2T

Ella

For making great
improvements in her
reading

1/2C

Hunter

For showing serious
effort in his writing

1/2C

Paige

For reaching out to new
students and
demonstrating the
value of teamwork!

3/4H

Seth

3/4H

Kooper

For trying new things
on camp and giving
everything a go!

4/5L

Izabelle

For making
responsible and kind
choices in the
classroom and
playground.
For her consistent
effort towards her
learning and in her
writing.

4/5L

Diesel

For his positive attitude
and enthusiasm during
camp. Well Done!

5/6W

Spike

For improving in his
work and classroom
behaviour.

5/6W

Lexi

For her enthusiastic
answering of questions
and involvement in
class

Music

Hayle

For always being a
wonderful helper in
class

Art

Hayden

For improving his
artworks and overall
attitude towards Art

P.E

Rex

For being an active
listener, showing selfdiscipline and
challenging himself
during our sessions

P.E.

Elise

For being an
enthusiastic and
active learner
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Senior News
During the last week of Term 2, Grades 3-6 had a wonderful excursion to Scienceworks. Below are
some recounts of the day.
Last term on Wednesday 26th June the Senior classes went to Science Works. Our groups went to
Sports Works first and our favourite part was running against Cathy Freeman. Cathy Freeman was an
Australian gold medallist for the woman’s 400metres at the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
By Jess & Kaylee
The epic wheel chair race was our favourite game in the Sports Works. You had to sit on a wheel
chair, select the character you wanted to be and then you raced against the person next to you.
By Lola and Payton
The magic door is in the Think Ahead section at Scienceworks. You spin it around to the other side so
you can trick your family or friends, they think you have disappeared.
By Anvesh, Seth A & Ryder
In the Lightning Room, Jasmine volunteered to go up the front for a magnetic experiment. She stood
on a plastic stool and held confetti on her hand and touched a magnetic sphere with the other hand.
The magnetic energy went through her body and made the confetti fall out of her hand and her hair
started to stick out in random places. This was because she was standing on the plastic stool and
energy can’t go through plastic.
By Izabelle & Manaal.
When we watched the Lightning Show at Scienceworks our favourite part was when Rex burnt a
pickled onion. He put the onion in a box and because salt is a conductor of electricity the lightning
was attracted to it. It set the onion on fire and split it in half.
By Sam & Lian
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3/4 CAMP NEWS!
What an adventurous and successful few nights the 3/4 students have had during their 3 day stay at
Arrabri Lodge Camp.
We have had a great time shooting arrows, playing mini golf, orienteering our way around, walking
at night time, roasting marshmallows, bush dancing, helping each other through challenges… and
that was only on day one!!
Well done to the students, who represented our school extremely well by being respectful and kind
to all the staff, helping each other stay organised and facing their fears and achieving their goals…
and sleeping really well at nighttime. Great work 3/4 Team!
Thank you to the staff (and Dad) who organised the event and came with us to supervise all the fun.
Without your time and commitment, it would not have been such a success. Thank you!!
From the Happy Campers.
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Music Lessons at School

Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Marcia Ockwell

July
24th- School Banking
-Prep-2 Responsible Pet Ownership Program
30th –Prep 100 Days of school celebration
31st –School Banking

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

August
2nd –Assembly
5th –Chinese Students Arrive
14th -3 Way Conferences
15th – 3 Way Conferences
22nd –Book Week Parade

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

September
19th –Footsteps Performance

December
18th December- Grade 6 Graduation
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