News
WRITING
how many authors are in your family?

WRITING IS COOL!
Lillian B Jack S and Mrs Waldron represented us yesterday at a very special writing workshop with the
Australian author Jackie French.
They had an inspirational time and can’t wait to use their imaginations!
Some parenting ideas from Michael Grose:
5 habits worth developing which often go under the radar:
1. keep at last 2 friendship groups – it always helps to have a set of friends outside school
2. make a personal space – especially as kids get older. It’s a great thinking and reflecting space
3. talk about troubles – a problem shared is a problem halved. It’s a great way to come up with
strategies and solutions too
4. develop interests that energise rather than drain – physically healthy or creative activities help
manage everyday stressors
5. MAKE MEALTIMES REGULAR - a regular meal with the family provides young people with the
opportunity to catch up with their parents and siblings
Regular mealtimes also provide lots of opportunities to develop listening waiting and language skills it’s also a really great way to enjoy and appreciate each other 
Our Annual General Meeting of School Council is Tuesday 19 MARCH 4.00pm
The PFA – Parents And Friends Annual General Meeting is also on Tuesday 19 MARCH at 2.00pm
EVERYONE IS WELCOME at both meetings!
Keep writing,
Moi
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Junior School News (P-2)
It has been a busy fortnight in the Junior School. The students are now well and truly into the school
and class routines. They have been working hard to improve in the core subjects of reading, writing
and maths, in particular:
Reading:
The Preps have been learning /ck/, /e/, /h/, /r/ and /m/ sounds and working on syllables.
The Grade 1s and 2s have focused on the Lips the Fish and Punky Pelican strategies; getting their lips
ready to sound out the first sounds of an unknown word, noticing punctuation and using it to change
their voices.
Writing:
In Prep, we have continued to write our names and identified the difference between letters, words
and sentences.
The Grade 1 and 2s are continuing to persuade their readers by using sizzling starts and persuasive
language to try to convince others to believe a point of view. The students have been persuading
their audience that everyone should ride a bike and why fruit is the best.

Mathematics:
In Prep we have been focussing on the numbers 7, 8, 9 and pattern making. We have also been
learning about length and mass.
In Grade 1 and 2 the focus has been ordering and comparing numbers by using place value. The
students have also been developing their understanding of months of the year and the temperature.
Make sure you ask your child about the temperature and give them plenty of opportunities to look
at and use a calendar.
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Reminders:
Homework and Home Reading: we would appreciate your support in continuing to help your child
create and maintain positive homework and home reading routines. The teachers are reminding
students to swap over their take home reader books in the mornings so that they have new books to
read at home.
Punctuality: please ensure your child is on time for school each day. Arriving late can be very
unsettling for a child/ren and can be disruptive to class programs. If you do happen to be late, please
sign your child in at the Office, prior to bringing them to their classroom.
Celebrations:
Congratulations to the students who have been working hard to improve their fine motor skills – in
particular their pencil grip and cutting skills!
o

The Grade 1 & 2 students have been working hard to improve their writing and are now displaying some
of their published pieces in the classrooms. Come in to have a look!

Have a great fortnight!
Miss Hayes, Mr Clarke, Ms Tampaline and Mrs Smith
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Calendar Dates

March
19th- PFA AGM 2pm
School Council AGM 4pm
First meeting of the 2019 Fairhills School Council 4.30pm
Literacy Partnerships Workshop
20th - School banking
27th –School banking
29th-BIG Assembly

April
5th –Easter Hat Parade 9am
Last day of Term 1

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

May
2nd –School Photos
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
8th March

15th March

PH

Sophie

For always showing a
positive attitude
towards her learning

PH

Yuvi

1/2T

Maddi

Always trying her
absolute best in all
areas of her learning

1/2T

Damien

1/2C

Hudson

For demonstrating
great teamwork

1/2C

Paige

For an excellent
conclusion in her
persuasive text

3/4H

Talen

For always using the 5
finger strategy in and
out of the classroom

3/4H

Elise

For making a huge
effort to concentrate in
the classroom

4/5L

Keanna

For being a well
organised and
enthusiastic learner

4/5L

Ella

For great perseverance
with her writing

5/6W

Tylisha

5/6W

Jack

For an excellent
‘tightening tension’
paragraph in writing
about a ‘car crash’

P.E.

Ryder

For being an
enthusiastic learner
with a positive
attitude and a reliable
bike shed monitor.
Well done!
For always trying his
best. He listens and
motivates others in
the class

P.E.

Charlette

For participating with
enthusiasm, always
trying her best and
having a great attitude
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contributions to class
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teamwork

Newsletter: Issue 4
Issue Date: 15th March 2019

Page 5

News
Chaplain’s Chat
Hello Everyone,
I hope that everyone has settled into the new year, now being week 6 it has been fantastic to see so
much happening within our community. One of the highlights for me has been that I was able to
spend a day at the year 5/6 camp a couple of weeks ago in the city. They were all very well behaved
and the activities that we were able to do on the first day were fantastic’ These included the
Melbourne Museum, Chinese Museum and going all the way up to the Skydeck at the Eureka tower.
Some great news - after a few hot weeks mixed with extreme weather, members from Bunnings are
coming to help us plant our garden beds with new seedlings and citrus trees ready for our garden
club. Thanks to Mr Clarke for being our liaison.
I would like to take this opportunity to plug the Breakfast Club, which operates on both Monday and
Wednesday mornings from 8:15am-8:45am. We serve a filling breakfast of toast, baked beans,
cereals fruit and fun. All are welcome, including parents and younger siblings. Come and enjoy
breakfast time together.
Other programs that we have running are;
- Fresh fruit for classes on Mondays and Fridays
- Speed Stacking Club is on Monday lunchtimes
- Kids Club at the Boronia Salvation Army Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30pm. Please contact Allan
Morrison for further information on 0438 254 311.
- Garden Club – every second Wednesday lunchtime 2:00-2:25pm
Special thanks to Boronia Bakers Delight who have donated bread for Brekky Club, Mountain Gate
Woolworths who have donated fruit for Monday mornings and also Boronia Woolworths who have
donated fruit and vegetables to classes for ‘Fruity Fridays’.
I have come across this great site https://esafety.gov.au. The site highlights the policies and
legislation we have, to protect our children in this area. It also gives great tips on how to talk to your
children about e-safety. It is a big world out there, where we can gain access to information unlike
any other time in history. It has amazing advantages, however, at the same time, safety must be
considered for our children.
If you are new to the school please feel free to introduce yourself to me when you see me in the
yard before and after school - my door is always open for a chat.
I hope that you have a great weekend
Mat Pendle
Chaplain – Salvation Army
Fairhills Primary School
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Senior School News (3-6)
Reading:
In Reading this week students have been using their prior knowledge to help them make
connections to what they are reading or are about to read. They have done this through exploring a
variety of information texts and writing/drawing what they know about each topic before they start.

Writing:
During Writing over the past few weeks students have been creating fantastic and exciting narrative
pieces. They are now ready to publish and place their work up around the school for everyone to
enjoy!
Maths:
This week in Maths students have been learning to gather data and create a range of different
graphs. Students have been counting and collating data about the amount of rubbish in our school
ground. From the graphs that have been created the students have come to two conclusions for our
schoolOn Fridays we have more rubbish in the yard than any other day and…
We have too much rubbish left outside and we need to reduce the amount of rubbish we leave in
our school ground.
Jackie French- Writing workshop
This week three members of our team were lucky enough to go to a workshop about writing fun by
the wonderful author: Jackie French.

Yesterday we drove to Boronia K-12 College to meet author Jackie French. Over the course she told
us about how she published all her books, non-fiction, fiction, picture story, and other genres. She
explained to us some different techniques that we can use in our own writing for example imagining
the text as we wrote. We also discussed how morals work in stories to teach the audience a
message. Most importantly she taught us an important key to write our stories; you have seven
seconds to convince the reader your text is intriguing enough to keep reading.
Thanks Mrs Waldron for coming with us! We look forward to sharing more about what we have
learnt with our class.

-

Jack S and Lillian B
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Notices and reminders:
School Dental Van forms to be returned
Diaries are to come to school each week with homework reading recorded
Homework is due on Fridays each week

Upcoming events:
Interschool Winter Sport - 29th of March
Life Ed Van 26th-27th March
Big Assembly 29th March
Year 6 visit to the Shrine - 3rd April

Extra News
Literacy Partnerships Workshop
Research indicates that there is great benefit for a child’s
education, if their significant adults are involved, this includes at
home and at school. This workshop will reinforce what your
already know and give you excellent ideas and tips to support
your child on their educational journey. We would like to invite
parents and guardians to attend this workshop and to support
our students and staff in the classroom. This workshop, along
with a Working With Children’s Check, are prerequisites to
helping in the classroom. Please register at the office.
Tuesday 19th March- book now!

Life Ed upcoming visit
All students will be participating in the Life Ed program in week 9. There will also be a
Parent Information Session on Wednesday 27th March at 2.45pm, which will be held in
the Mobile Learning Centre. This gives parents an opportunity to gain an understanding
of what the students have experienced. Please book via our office.
The fee for this incursion was included in your fees at the start of the year. If you are
yet to pay, please do so ASAP.
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Vacancies
for Girls
Do you enjoy hanging out with friends,
Caring for the environment, exploring the outdoors or just want to
challenge yourself further….
Get Into Girl Guides!
We have vacancies for girls aged 5 -18 years.
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Come along and try us out,
The first 3 weeks are free.
For further information:
knox@guidesvic.org.au

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

Newsletter: Issue 4
Issue Date: 15th March 2019

Page 12

