News
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING GROWING and ACHIEVING TOGETHER!
Classes 2019: Learning partners don’t have to be this year’s classmates or besties!
So……. at Fairhills PS we use the following criteria to make up our classes:
 personalised learning needs
 group dynamics
 learning partners – this is when we use observations made during the whole school transition process and
suggestions given by students in their sociograms
 considerations – family requests (siblings etc)
make sure you talk to your kids about their learning partners……..
Students & Families leaving at the end of 2018: If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2018 Year 6 group please let the
office staff know if you will not be at Fairhills in 2019. This is REALLY important so that we can organise resources for
2019.
HELP OUR KIDS DE-CATASTROPHISE!
Take ‘5 steps forward’ to help us with a reality check
Get your child to STOP, SAY:
1. I am feeling……….
2. I am feeling this way because…………..
THIS IS NOT FOREVER!
MY ACTION PLAN
3. To help me feel better I can tell myself……….
4. AND I can tell an adult I trust about this……….
5. To put this behind me I can do this……………..
and this……….
………………………………………………until this uncomfortable feeling is over
A HUGE THANKYOU to Mr BEEVER for organising our BIG Assembly and to Miss HAYES for preparing the

celebrations PowerPoint!
WELL DONE TEAM!
Keep cool over these hot days,
Moi
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Junior School News (P-2)
We all had a wonderful time building on our water safety and swimming last week. The students
across the junior school all did very well to quickly get prepared and lined up on time every day.
They got changed all by themselves with very few missing items. So many students were excited
about their achievements, from putting heads under water to freestyle swimming right down the
lanes. Thank you so much to the families for having your tired little people ready in clean bathers
every day.
English:
Across the school we have been writing a narrative. We have been learning the strategy of ‘tightening
tension’ by making sentences about what we see, hear, smell and feel before telling our readers
where we are.
Mathematics:
All students have been busy revising what we have learned this year. In Prep, we have been making
patterns with objects and with numbers. In Grade 1, we have been using coins to buy items and give
change. In Grade 2, we have learned to skip count by large numbers as we count our 20 cent and 50
cent coins.
Inquiry:
The silk worms are yet to reappear from their cocoons. We wait with baited breath as they are due to
break free transformed any day now…
Christmas Art Show and Concert:
The students are really stepping up this time. All classes are preparing a fabulous spectacular. We
can’t wait to see you there!
Reminders:

 Hats, hats, hats! – It has been great to see all of you remembering to wear your hats each day.
As a sun smart initiative, we are keeping safe.

 Special Lunch Wednesday 19th December– Remember to make sure your order forms and
monies have been handed in by Wednesday 12th.

 Homework – Reminder that Prep students should be reading their take home reader every day
and bring it back to school in the blue bag each day to be changed. Grade 1 and 2 students are
expected to be completing their reading and spelling homework each night. Weekly homework tasks
are to be handed in each Friday.

 Lunch orders – These are still available every Wednesday and Friday. Please remember to
specify if the food is for recess or lunch. The friendly helpers in the canteen need to know so that
they are ready to hand out the snacks.
The next couple of weeks is going to be busy, busy, busy! But then that’s what we do at Fairhills!
Your children might be hot and tired at times, so we would very much appreciate them sticking to
bed time routines in order to enjoy a wonderful end to an exciting and interesting year of learning.

Miss Hayes, Ms Erskine-Behr and Mrs Bruhn

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 2

Newsletter: Issue 22
Issue Date: 7th December 2018

News
Swimming Week
Whole School Swimming week was a grand success! Congratulations to all our students who
participated, challenged themselves, learnt some valuable lessons and developed their skills as
confident and safe swimmers. As we approach Summer time and fun water activities, please always
remember to have an adult supervising children in and near the water.

P/1H Swimming Art
As part of our ICT program, P/1H have been learning to use Windows Paint to create images that can
be inserted into other programs to enhance our work. The following images are the students
representation of what happened during our recent swimming program. The students worked in
Prep and Grade 1 partners to create their images.
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

December
11th - Christmas Concert and Art Show
18th- Helpers Thank you Morning Tea
21st- Last Day of the year. 1pm Assembly, Early dismissal 1.30pm.

January
31st - Start of Term 1 for Grades 1 – 6

(Don’t forget your hats)

February

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

4th - Start of Term 1 for New Prep students

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB & BOOK FAIR
It has been fantastic to see such great support for both Book Club and Book Fair this year. We
receive rewards equivalent to 20% of all orders made and I am really pleased to be able to share with
you that we have added over $600 worth of resources to the Library! This is an amazing result!
The students were so excited today when I showed them our new box of books, which was so lovely
to see!
The photo below is just a small selection of the books we have been able to purchase.
Happy reading everyone!
Miss Hayes

Beleza Uniform Notice
Beleza will be closed between the
Christmas weekend and New Years Day.
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Farewell
Farewell to Fairhills parents, students and families,
It is with some sadness that I am letting you know that I will be leaving Fairhills at the end of 2018
and making the slow transition to retirement. After 25 years at Fairhills, I think that it is time for me
to pass the baton/paintbrushes on and cut down my teaching load. I will miss the students and
teachers here but I have many, many memories to take with me and although teaching the children
of my past students is now commonplace for me, I do not want to wait around for the next
generation!
Fairhills has been a huge part of my life after starting here in 1993 with a grade 1 class, grade 4 class
in 1994 and then teaching music and sharing several grades for a few years before I became fulltime
Music and Art teacher later in the 90s. Music has always been my speciality and passion and the
combination of Visual and Performing Arts has mostly been a very joyful load. Arts education is
something very special and can support and enhance all learning and I really hope that it will
continue to be valued and supported at Fairhills.
I am very proud of the number of productions, concerts, instrumental groups, choirs and music
festivals, which have been a part of my life at Fairhills. Probably my favourite from the older
productions was Pirates of Penzance in 2007 and I fondly remember the old Art room packed with
pirate costumes, straw bonnets and a fabulous treasure chest. The productions became smaller as
the number of students decreased but the creative challenge for me was in writing shows
specifically for the students that we had and making sure that all was achievable in the available
time. The students at Fairhills have always made sets, costumes and props in Art and the
collaborative efforts of everyone has been quite inspirational at times.
I would love to thank all the families, past and present who have come to the concerts, donated
supplies to the Art room, taken children to concerts away from school, carted marimbas around,
glued countless fake flowers onto bonnets, helped with Art shows and have supported the Arts in
any way during the last 25 years. The Fairhills community is the richer for your contribution.
I am looking forward to a lighter workload, more time to make music with my community choir and
more time with my own grandchildren. Goodbye, Fairhills children and I wish you all a very happy
Christmas and New Year.
Debbie Tait
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Senior School News (3-6)
Reading:
Last week students worked on CAFE Strategy: ‘Trade a Word/Guess a Word That Makes Sense.’
When readers encounter words they don’t know but they understand the gist of the text, they insert
a word that makes sense in place of the unknown word. The strategy, trade a word/ guess a word
makes sense, provides readers with the option to continue reading by using a similar word for an
unknown word. In this way reading continues and meaning stays intact. This week we revisited the
CAFÉ strategy, ‘Back up and reread.’ Students have been encouraged to revisit what they have
already read when they can’t answer the question ‘who’ and ‘what.’ They have also take this further,
making connections between the text and other texts, selves and the world around them.
Writing:
During the past fortnight students have been revisiting key strategies for improving their narrative
writing. Last week students were reminded that our job as writers is to create pictures in the brains
of our readers, using the Seven Steps strategy: 'Show, Don't Tell.' It takes much longer to write, but
our readers are far more convinced. Students looked at examples of both telling and showing
sentences:
A Telling Sentence: “It was an unusual cat.”
Then a Showing Sentence: “With yellow eyes glowing red, long, black fur that stood on end, a mouth
full of sharp pointed teeth that emitted a yowl like a tiger, I knew that the small animal before me
was no ordinary cat.”
We then looked at ‘Ban the Boring’ strategy again, utilising the DART method for editing:
D - delete (take out words, phrases or sentences)
A – add ( add in adjectives, adverbs, prepositions , interesting vocabulary and dialogue)
R – rearrange ( change the order of the words or sentences)
T - trade ( swap a word eg: ambled for walked)
Mathematics:
In Mathematics, students in the senior classes have looked at Location and Transformations,
discussing coordinates/grids, and recognising that grids can also be numbered on columns and rows.
Students engaged in a whole class scavenger hunt, using a team map to determine locations.
Students also revisited slides, turns, symmetry, reflections and transformation. Students in Years
Five and Six have taken this understanding further, working on plotting coordinates on the Cartesian
Plane.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 6

Newsletter: Issue 22
Issue Date: 7th December 2018

News
3 Year Old Alice Johnson Kinder Group Visit
Some of our senior students were lucky enough to spend some time visiting the 3 year old kinder
group recently. We got to read a story and play together in their lovely outdoor area.
They are currently in desperate need of some more enrolments for 2019. If you are interested,
please contact them ASAP.
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Wider Community Thanks
We’d like to say a BIG Thank you to the wider community who surround and visit our school after
hours and on weekends. The majority of our local community really respect, protect and enjoy our
facilities on offer. Sadly we have had some recent visitors who have not been respectful and have
caused some damages. Thanks again to our locals, who have assisted in preventing further damages
and being a voice when we are away from school.

Fairhills’ Got Talent- Student Opportunity
Would you like to share your talents?
Sign up for the Fairhills’ Got Talent Student Event at each Recess on
the eating deck. Talents could include: dance, singing, instrument,
drama, poetry, magician, etc.
If you sign up to perform, you need to be practising daily at school and
home in preparation. Individual and groups permitted. Costumes can be used for your performances
only. Students are encouraged to speak to our Event leaders for help and guidance. You will also
need to provide your music if required. The order of acts will be shared closer to the time. There are
no awards as we are encouraging of anyone willing to be brave and have a go!

Staff Carpark
Just a friendly reminder that the staff carpark is only for staff use. No other cars should be parking or
turning around in there. Please also only walk via the school gate to remain safe and orderly. Thanks
for your help.
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
Prep E

Chloe

Prep/1H

Will

2B

30th November
Facing the challenge and
overcoming her fears at
swimming

7th December
Wonderful improvement
with his writing

Prep E

Riley

Showing fantastic
independence and
organisation at
swimming

Prep/1H

Damien

Showing fabulous
persistence in all work tasks.
You’re a star!

Jennifer
Elise

For writing an amazing
narrative

2B

Devlin

For his positive mindset in
Maths all year

3/4C

Mitchell

For taking on feedback in
his writing and applying
it straight away

3/4C

Keanna

For consistent effort in all
that she does

4/5H

Maisie

For her constant
persistence and helpful
attitude

4/5H

Karylle

For always having a positive
attitude and consistently
what is best for everyone

5/6W

Ella

For capably
demonstrating our
school values every day

5/6W

Mace

For a great effort on his
weekly Warm Write

Music

Bryce

For lovely singing in
Music

Music

Bridget

For being a real trooper in
her graduation group

Art

Joshua

For a brilliant job in Art
and a great attitude

Art

John

For being an absolute
treasure in Art and being so
helpful
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Extra Information

Thank you Morning Tea
All our wonderful school volunteers are invited to our Thank you Morning Tea, as a token of our appreciation.
Please join us on Tuesday 18th December 11am in our Hall.

Adult Education
Earlier in the year we announced an exciting opportunity we were offering to parents in taking part in a Nationally
Accredited Certificate 3 in Education Support. The course needs a few more enrolments to join in order for it to
begin early next year. If you are yet to sign up and have been thinking about it, please go to our website for more
information and sign up ASAP.

Movember

The Mo team are so thankful for the support of the school community, our friends and our families. At the end of
Movember, the team had raised $520.00, supporting important men’s health issues. Thank you to the wonderful
people who have contributed. If you are still keen to donate, please visit http://moteam.co/fairhills-ps-team
The final day of Movember was also celebrated with students wearing some creative and funny looking
moustaches, all in support of this great cause. A few ‘lucky’ participants also helped trimmed the Mo team’s
moustaches!
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