News

Ella, Johnny and Lillee with
Mr Nick Wakeling MP

Artists inspired by Australian
Indigenous Art

Lego Club Building team

Principal’s Message
Thanks everyone for helping Mr BEEVER lead our school while I was away. THANKS MR BEEVER! Great job!
COOL CALM KIDS
There’s NO reason to be an angry ant! Because……. being assertive helps us handle conflict, solve problems and take
responsibility for our behaviour. Confident body language is the most central and critical element in being assertive
so…….help your child be a cool calm kid by:
• practising being in the neutral zone – the calm space where we can choose how to act and not react to
someone else
• the way we look confident is by:
o making good eye contact
o standing firm
• the way we act confidently is by:
o NOT using put downs
o speaking clearly
o saying things in a positive way

READ, READ, READ
The Preps 100 Days Celebration
 Who’s up to 100 nights reading????
 CONGRATULATIONS PREPS on the first 100 days at school!
 And please don’t forget to give us feedback through the Parent Opinion Survey
TWO FRIENDLY REMINDERS:
NO dogs in the schoolyard
No parent parking in the staff car park

Thanks everyone, Moi
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Junior School News (P-2)
What an exciting time to be in the junior school. The Prep students have now had 100 days of school. How time flies!
We had a wonderful day making 100 themed hats, playing counting games and reflecting on our learning. Thanks to all
of the family members that brought tasty treats and came to share in the celebrations. The students were so proud!
The Grade 2 students are learning how to touch type. We are using all our fingers on the home row of keys without
looking at the keyboard! We are really enjoying this new skill. If your child wants to practise at home the web address
for the program we are using is: https://www.dancemattypingguide.com/
You can also help your child by practising putting your fingers flat on the desk and lifting one at a time or tapping one
at a time on the table.
Reading:
In Prep we are using Eagle Eye to help us read. We look for pictures to help understand a difficult word. Grade 1 and 2
are retelling stories by practising to be like Back up Bear. Grade 2 students are also continuing with Purrfect Penny
strategies to make sure the books they read are the right fit for them, with less than five challenging words per page.
Writing:
Across the junior school, we are working on forming our letters correctly and on the lines. We have been focussing on
using our spelling and magic words in our writing.
Mathematics:
In Prep, we are finding patterns in our environment and creating our own using a range of objects.
In Grade 1 we are using number lines to count and recognise number size. The Grade 2 students are working on fact
families by putting together different number combinations to find the same total.
Reminders:

☺ Circus Skills– The students continue to impress with their enthusiasm and growing skills across a range of
equipment including mini hoops, pedals and silky sock poy.

☺ Homework – Reminder that Prep students should be reading their take home reader every day and bring it back
to school in the blue bag each day to be changed. Grade 1 and 2 students are expected to be completing their
reading and spelling homework each night. Weekly homework tasks are to be handed in each Friday.

☺ PMP –PMP is now after lunch on Tuesdays. The program is building the students’ hand eye co-ordination and
gross motor skills. Thanks again to those parents and carers that have made themselves available to assist.

☺ Lunch orders – These are still available every Wednesday and Friday. Please remember to specify if the food is for
recess or lunch. The friendly helpers in the canteen need to know so that they are ready to hand out the snacks.
We are all working with high spirits to get through this last month of winter together!
Enjoy the days getting longer and the sniffles melting away.
Miss Hayes, Ms Erskine-Behr and Mrs Bruhn
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Calendar Dates

August
6th Circus Crew
8th Grade 3-6 House Athletics at Knox Athletics Track (New date due
to maintenance)
9th Hot Chocolate Time!
13th Circus Crew
17th Assembly at 3pm- all welcome
20th Circus Crew
21st Grandparents day in Prep/1/2 9am
26th Parent Opinion Survey closes online- please compete prior
27th Circus Crew
31st -District Athletics for selected students in Grades 3-6
-Father’s and Special Friends Day Breakfast 8am, followed by
Raffle and Stall
-Assembly 3pm- please join us

August
3rd Circus Crew
4th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
7th Working Bee
10th Circus Crew
11th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
14th The BIG Assembly 2.45pm
17th Circus Crew
18th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
19th Circus Crew Whole School Performance- Times to be confirmed
20th PFA Footy day
21st End of term 2.30pm finish

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

The Garden Team making a difference!

Congratulations to
Riley and his family on
the birth of his little
sister Grace- the
newest member of
Fairhills!
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PFA News
Don’t Forget our Trivia Night, 11th August. Book now at the office. We’d love to see everyone there!
Thank you for your continued support.

Junior School Council
Thank you for those of you who donated a gold coin donation to participate in Jeans for Gene’s day
by wearing jeans. Over $150 was raised this morning to help kids who are in need. This money will
be used to research cures for Genetic diseases.
From the Junior School Council
Jye & Holly

Principal’s Day!
We would like to say a BIG thank you to Mrs Beaurain for being our wonderful Principal!

Donations needed- can you help?
The Art room needs shoe boxes and black fabric.
The PFA needs suitable items for the upcoming raffle.
School Leadership need a donation of your time to complete the Parent Opinion Survey ☺

Hot Chocolate

2019 Prep
Enrolment Forms
Needed

9th August @ Recess
$2 per cup or $1.50 with your Keep Cup
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Fun
at
Lego
Club
Senior School News (3-6)
Reading
During this past fortnight, senior students have been working on two CAFÉ reading strategies:
‘Recognise cause and effect relationships,’ and ‘Determine and analyse author’s purpose.’ For the
former, recognising cause and effect helps readers to understand why things happen the way they
do in the text. Students are encouraged to look for clue words that will assist them determining the
cause and effect of the events in the text. Readers who recognise cause--and--effect relationships
understand that in--text events happen (effects), along with the reason why they happen (causes).
When determining author’s purpose, students learn that identifying why the author wrote the text
deepens their understanding of how to read and comprehend the text. Although there are many
different reasons for writing, we mainly focus on: ‘Persuade,’ ‘Entertain’ and ‘Inform’ (or P.I.E).
When reading with your child at home, ask your child to state what he/she believes to be the
author’s purpose for writing. Ask them to locate clues that support their conclusion.
Writing
During the past fortnight students have worked on improving two very different elements in their
writing. Last week, students learnt about the ‘Five + 1 Senses’ process to improve their capacity to
write what their characters see, hear, touch, taste, smell and feel in one of the clips – in order to
‘Tighten the tension,’ thereby improving the reading experience for their intended audience.
This week students have focused on writing explanation texts; explanation text tells your audience
how something works or why something happens. Students have discussed how they are similar to a
procedural text, and these can often be confused, however an explanation text explains the how and
why behind a process such as: ‘What causes a Tsunami?’ or ‘Why are our rain forests disappearing?’
Please continue to discuss with your child the regular ‘Talk Homework’ sheets that go home on a
Wednesday; they are making a significant difference in our student’s pre-planning for ‘Big Write’
writing, and the work that is being completed.
Mathematics
In Mathematics, students have been focussing on Multiplication and Division. Students have
discussed arrays, factors and multiples, as well as exploring formal methods for multiplication (with
decimals). Students have been encouraged to examine the relationship between multiplication and
division, and have focused this week on mental strategies for division, such as the bus stop method,
halving and split.
Andrew Watz- Senior School Team Leader
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
PrepE

27th July
Jasmine Manic
For always persisting to do
her best.

PrepE

3rd August
Riley Andrew
For working hard to do his
best.

Prep/1H

Jack Hart

For showing fantastic
teamwork during our
‘Rainbow Song’ Challenge.

Prep/1H

Damien Webb

For his fantastic effort in all
writing tasks. Keep it up
Damien.

2B

Devlin Clarke

For always trying his
hardest in all his work.

2B

Bryce Gadsden

For his amazing descriptive
writing.

3/4C

Joshua Christoff

For showing good
responsibility.

3/4C

Lily Jans

For amazing effort in her
reading.

4/5H

Josh Hart

For going above and
beyond with his
homework… What a great
times table poster!

4/5H

Dylan Fay

For being an amazing buddy
to Chase. What a great friend
you are!

5/6W

Luke Callaghan

For an impressive effort
on his Big Write- Keep it
up Luke!

5/6W

Sophia KarlsonLovely

For a great effort on her
Rotary Tasks- Well done
Sophia!

Art

Maya Abraham

For combing pastels and
ink creatively.

Art

Charlie Robinson

For producing an excellent
piece of work in Art.

Music

Charlie Robinson

For playing riffs on tuned
and untuned instruments
very well in Music.

Music

Mace Wright

For going above and beyond
in music.

PE

Lily Parker

For being kind and
considerate of others
during gymnastics.

PE

Dylan Faye

For keeping on task and
learning new things.
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Extra Information
The Flexibuzz app will soon be discontinued. Please do not use the app for communication or attendance
notifications. The Compass app is where we ask all families to add attendance notes.
Parent Opinions Survey
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual
survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted with parents. It is designed to assist
schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student
engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement
strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of families are normally invited however at Fairhills, we want to invite all families to
participate in this year’s survey. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 23rd July to
Sunday 26th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient
time on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of
languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali,
Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential. The survey is conducted anonymously and it is
important to us that you complete the survey as honestly as possible. Your comments in the final, open-ended
question will be provided back to the school.
Please follow the instructions below to complete the survey. NOTE: Only one parent from your family is invited to
complete the survey.
To complete the survey, simply:
1. Click on the link below, or copy and paste the text into your internet browser. This link will take you directly to the
survey. https://www.orima.com.au/parent
2. Select the School name below.
School Name: Fairhills Primary School
3. Enter the School PIN below.
PIN: this confidential pin code was sent via your private Compass news feed. Check your
compass home page for the pin.
When complete, please click on the tick button at the end of the survey to submit your answers. Please note that
the survey will time out after 60 minutes of inactivity.
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September. Please speak with me if you need more
information.
We ask you to please take the time to complete the survey as your opinions are important to us and will contribute to
the future management and organisation of our school. Thank you for taking the time to participate, your assistance is
greatly appreciated.
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Exciting Announcement! Adult Education Opportunity @ Fairhills
Here is an exciting announcement that may interest you or your friends! We are passionate about education for everyone,
including adults and this course may be right for you. Check out the details below or via our Facebook page to share with others.
The Details:
Singles, Mums and Dads are you interested in enrolling in a course to be a multi-skilled teacher aide? Classes will occur at Fairhills
Primary School, Ferntree Gully, and will start mid Aug or when class is full.
We are proud to offer you an opportunity to study a nationally accredited Certificate 3 in Education Support (Teacher Aide)
Learn skills to support your child at home with addition needs or work in a special school, childcare centre or Primary School.
Our Teacher Aide multi-skilled course is designed for you by a Mother and a Primary School Principal. 5 years in the making!
We have a great job prep unit that assists in employment. (We do our best to assist you in employment but unfortunately cannot
guarantee employment)
When: mid Aug 2018 (or when we have the numbers)
Where: Fairhills Primary School
Theory days: once a week – 9.30am - 2pm (no theory in school holidays)
Homework: Eastern College will provide you with an online access to your course
Work placement: 110 hrs
Duration: 25-27 weeks
Costs: You may be eligible for state funding. Please call Liz to answer questions and check your eligibility.
Who are the organisers? Liz Blanchard – TAmums - 0411 020 220 (www.TAmums.com.au)
Who is the school that delivers the course? Eastern College Australia, RTO ID 22065.
Where do I enrol? Eastern College in Wantirna.
About Eastern College (RTO) -https://www.eastern.edu.au/…/certificate-iii-education-supp…
About your course structure: http://www.tamums.com.au/mums/#course-enrol
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Copyright © 2018 Fairhills Primary School, All rights reserved.
At Fairhills Primary School we make connecting, equipping and celebrating our community a priority.
We use this newsletter as a tool to help keep you connected to what is happening
in the life of your school community.
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