News
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING GROWING and ACHIEVING TOGETHER!
Welcome to the latest edition of Fairhills News.
As we approach a very busy time of year, I want to encourage everyone to stop and enjoy the moments in life that
make you smile. These moments could easily pass you by as you attend events, commitments and the general
organisation of life.
Our Europe team are all enjoying their amazing experiences overseas. They’ve experienced life living in another family,
attending a different school in a different country and travelling to many memorable places. We have a photo board
set up in the bottom of our CORE, which you are welcome to come and view after school to see what they have been
experiencing. Mrs Beaurain and the students will be back towards the end of next week.
Our Christmas Concert is just around the corner and we have incorporated an Art Show to help celebrate all the
students have achieved this semester. We’ll start with a BYO dinner and Art Show at 5.30pm on Tuesday 11th
December. We look forward to seeing you then.
With the recent introduction of Noise Craft instrumental lessons, I’d like to celebrate and encourage the huge amount
of students who have chosen to learn piano or guitar. It is very exciting to see students engaging and challenging
themselves in something new and very much rewarding ways. We can’t wait to hear their efforts in the future. Email
Matt at noisecraftstudio@gmail.com if your child would like to get involved.
I’d like to invite everyone to offer some kind words or gestures towards our hard working staff, especially at this time of
the busy year. Nothing lights up a staff members face more than a kind and generous thought from someone else in
our community.
Enjoy the Melbourne weather!
Stuart
Acting Principal
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Junior School News (P-2)
It has been a little bit different this week with Cup Day. Hopefully you all enjoyed the extra time off
with your families. The children have been adjusting to the routine well. They have also been very
excitedly waiting for the disco tonight!
English:
Prep have been using the techniques of Features Flamingo by looking at the different set out of non
fiction texts. They are learning about contents pages and diagrams as well as titles and photographs
rather than drawings. Grade 2 are using Thinking Thelma to understand the meaning of tricky words.
In Prep we have been writing informative texts, which fits with our reading strategies. We use titles,
facts and diagrams with labels. The grade 2 students have been working on persuasive text writing,
using their opinions to persuade their audience. All junior students are about to embark on narrative
writing. We look forward to some creative stories!
Mathematics:
Prep students have been working on the differences between yes/no questions and open questions.
They have been taking a tally of the answers they get for their questions and making simple graphs.
Grade 2 have been working with time to the half or quarter hour. They have also been practicing
addition and subtraction.
You can do it!
This term we have all been working on resilience. We discuss positive self talk for situations where
things can feel tough. All students know and use the 5 finger strategy for dealing with problems at
school. Ask your child to explain what it is all about.
Inquiry:
As part of our biological science unit, the Grade 2 students are taking care of silk worms! They are
using leaves from Mrs Bruhn’s mulberry tree. We are looking forward to seeing what happens as
they grow…
Reminders:

 Hats, hats, hats! – It has been great to see all of you remembering to wear your hats each day.
As a sun smart initiative, we are keeping safe.

 Disco – Friday 9th
Junior Disco runs from 5.45pm until 7pm SHARP! Senior Disco begins at 7.15pm, so please be
sure to pick up junior students before then. Please bring forms to the door on the evening to
attend. Glow sticks will also be on sale.

 Grade 1/2 Dinner and Sleepover
November 16th is fast approaching. Please remember to send in your forms as soon as you can!

 Homework – Reminder that Prep students should be reading their take home reader every day
and bring it back to school in the blue bag each day to be changed. Grade 1 and 2 students are
expected to be completing their reading and spelling homework each night. Weekly homework
tasks are to be handed in each Friday.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Page 2

Newsletter: Issue 20
Issue Date: 9th November 2018

News
 Lunch orders – These are still available every Wednesday and Friday. Please remember to
specify if the food is for recess or lunch. The friendly helpers in the canteen need to know so that
they are ready to hand out the snacks.

There are lots of revision activities and assessment to see where the students are at this stage of
their learning. It is a joy to see how far they have come this year. Effort and a growth mindset
certainly are the keys to being the best you can be!
Miss Hayes, Ms Erskine-Behr and Mrs Bruhn
Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

November
14th – School Banking
FPS Ambassadors return to Melbourne
th
16 - Year 1 & 2 Camping experience
21st – School Banking
23rd - Dress up Day
- Assembly
th
24 – PFA BBQ for State Election at Fairhills PS
28th – School Banking
30th – Mo Day!

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

December
11th – Christmas Concert and Art Show
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Our New Values: Respect focus
At Fairhills, we care about Respect and teaching students how
to be respectful both now and in the future.
Below are some elaborations on what Respect looks
like in different contexts. We encourage you to explore
these further with your child.

Respect

As a Learner

Outside at Play

I know and follow class agreements
I am kind and friendly with my words and actions
I take care of my environment
I use an inside voice
I am honest and trustworthy
I treat others the way I would like to be treated

I include everyone in my games
I listen to others’ ideas
I encourage others
I look after my environment
I look after equipment
I treat others fairly

As a Friend

Online

I show tolerance
I respect personal space
I take turns
I use manners

I use appropriate language
I am careful with equipment
I respect other people’s privacy

Do you remember the game of Paddocks?
This is a nice and simple game for 2 or more people to
play.
All it requires is some paper, pencils, a little strategy
and some fun.
The goal is collect as many squares as you can.
To play, take turns drawing one line between 2 dots.
As the dots start to be joined, eventually the will be
opportunities to connect dots to form a 4 sided square.
The person who completed the square, writes their
initials in the middle of it to claim as their own. Once a square has been completed, the same person
must draw another line. Which may result in a chain reaction, and more completed squares. See
example below. Go to the back of the newsletter for some full game boards.
Enjoy a simple yet fun game, together!
SB
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Senior School News (3-6)
Reading:
During the past fortnight students in the senior classes have worked on a range of reading strategies.
Last week they focused on: ‘Use word parts to determine meaning of words (prefixes, suffixes,
origins, abbreviations).’ We researched the origins of words and their meanings, as well as improving
their use of prefixes and suffixes. This week students have looked at the strategy: ‘Ask questions
throughout the reading process,’ encouraging them to engage in active questioning to improve their
comprehension skills.
Writing:
During the past fortnight students have worked on improving their understanding of procedural text
types. Last week we revisited the planning process, and using the Seven Steps writing planner to
ensure all elements of procedural were being met.
This week we have focused on the Seven Steps strategy: ‘Ban the Boring Bits.’ This is the step that
focuses students’ attention on taking out all the extra bits in their writing. Not just words, but
actions and descriptions that distract the reader from the main story and that make writing flat.
They look at writing through the eyes of an editor, and learn that there are three kinds of editing:
Structural Editing, Expression Editing and Secretarial or Line Editing.
Mathematics:
In Mathematics, students have been focussing on ‘Chance and Data,’ as well as ‘Fractions and
Decimals.’ Student have looked at probability and expected frequencies, as well as finding
probabilities as fractions, decimals and percentages. This led nicely into this week’s focus on
‘Fractions and Decimals.’ Students have looked at the relationship between the fractions, decimals
and percentages – as well as equivalent fractions, improper fractions and mixed numbers.
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
Prep E

Zac

Prep/1H

Jhett

2B

2nd November
For making green
choices and avoiding
distractions

9th November
For working hard to
recognise sounds

Prep E

Izaiah

Working hard to
remember to use two
finger spaces in all
writing tasks! Keep it up

Prep/1H

Ally

For working hard to improve
her reading and use her Jolly
Phonics sounds

Jaime

For her amazing efforts
at persuasive writing

2B

Tayla

For her efforts doing time
maths

3/4C

Seth

For great improvement
in his writing

3/4C

Ryder

For excellent expression in
his reading

4/5H

James

For a confident and clear
speaking voice when
presenting his
persuasive speech. Well
Done!

4/5H

Manaal

For working really hard on
all of her learning goals in
the classroom. Great Work!

5/6W

Aaliyah

Great effort on her Big
Write- a very impressive
effort!

5/6W

Alisha

Showing a real
improvement in writing
using the ”Show,Don’t tell”
technique

Art

Miley

For being inspirational in Art
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Extra Information
Movember

As you should be aware by now, some of our staff are participating in Movember, whereby they will be growing a
moustache for the month of November. If you would like to join the team or kindly force a family member do it or
more importantly donate, please go to
http://moteam.co/fairhills-ps-team
All funds raised goes towards the support and research into prostate cancer and mental health.
Can you find all 5 moustaches in this newsletter? =

Election Day
On Election Day, the 24th November, there will be your opportunity
to vote here at school and enjoy our BBQ as well.
Spread the word!
Thanks to our wonderful PFA team for running the BBQ. If you can help, please let them know.

Swimming
Coming up in week 8, starting the 26th November, our whole school swimming program will occur every day that
week. This is an exciting excursion that students look forward to every term 4. Permission forms and payment
information will be sent home early next week and will be due by Thursday 22nd November.

Chess News
In a recent Chess Tournament, the Primary Open State Semi Finals 6th Division at Kingswood College, Jack S came
equal 9th out of over 137 competitors. Congratulations on an amazing achievement!
If your child is interested to joining our Chess Club, the Chess Club coach, Toni, would be happy to hear from you.
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Chaplains Chat
It seems that this year has gone so quickly and it isn’t too long until we are on Summer holidays
enjoying the feel of sand between the toes. It is already halfway through the last term of year and it
seems that the second half of this term is shaping up to be even more exciting than the first half.
Riley and Will from 4/5H assisted me last week by putting together some new shelving for Breakfast
Club to store our boxes of cereal, fruit and milk. I think it turned out very solidly and I think that the
both Riley and Will were very happy with the way that it turned out. Special thanks for the PFA for
allocating funds for this great investment!
I would like to take this opportunity to plug the Breakfast Club, which operates on both Monday and
Wednesday mornings from 8:15am-8:45am. We serve a filling breakfast of toast, baked beans,
cereals fruit and fun. All are welcome, including parents and younger siblings to come and enjoy
time together.
If you are new to the school please feel free to introduce yourself to me when you see me in the
yard before and after school - my door is always open for a chat.
Other programs that we have running are;
- Fresh fruit for classes on Monday and Fridays
- Speed Stacking Club is on Monday lunchtimes
- Kids Club at the Boronia Salvation Army Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30pm. Please contact Allan
Morrison for further information on 0438 254 311.
- Garden Club – every second Wednesday lunchtime 2-2:25pm
Special thanks to Boronia Bakers Delight who have donated bread for Brekky Club, Mountain Gate
Woolworths who have donated fruit for Monday mornings and also Boronia Woolworths who have
donated fruit to classes for ‘Fruity Fridays’ for the entire year.
On another note, I have been looking into cyber awareness over the last couple of weeks. I have
come across this great site https://esafety.gov.au. The site highlights the policies and legislation we
have, to protect our children in this area. It also gives great tips on how to talk to your children
about e-safety. It is a big world out there, as we can gain access to information unlike any other time
in history. It has amazing advantages, however, at the same time, safety must be considered for our
children. In future newsletters I will be providing some practical tips to assist with navigating this
area.
I hope that you have a great weekend
Mathew Pendle
Chaplain – Salvation Army
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Junior School Council
Free Dress Day
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The Smart Generation –
National Alcohol Guidelines Explained
New evidence suggests that young people who drink
alcohol before age 18 may be doing permanent damage to
their brain. There is also a lot of evidence showing the high
risks of accidents, injuries, violence and self-harm among
underage drinkers. This evidence was used to develop
alcohol guidelines to help parents and teenagers make the
best decisions when it comes to drinking.
The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) alcohol guideline
For children and young people under 18 years of age, not drinking alcohol is the safest option.
A. Parents and carers should be advised that children under 15 years are at the greatest risk
of harm from drinking and that for this age group, not drinking alcohol is especially
important.
B. For young people aged 15 – 17 years, the safest option is to delay the initiation of
drinking for as long as possible.
The Smart Generation aims to raise awareness of these alcohol guidelines. To do your part, please
talk to your child about the importance of not drinking alcohol before age 18.
For more information about the NHMRC guidelines go to:
https://nhmrc.gov.au/health-advice/alcohol
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FAIRPARK NETBALL CLUB
2019 winter trials are coming. Saturday 10th and 17th of November at Knox Regional Netball Centre.
SELECTION TIMES:
Under 11’s
2.00pm – 3.00pm
Under 13’s & Under 15’s
2.45pm – 4.00pm
Under 17's, Under 23’s & OPEN
3.45pm – 5.00pm
Everybody welcome let all your family and friends know.
Please follow link below to register.
https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?fl=1&type=6&id=35017&entityi
d=44927
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Family Game Time: Paddocks
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