News

Principal’s Message
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING GROWING and ACHIEVING TOGETHER!
We hope everyone enjoyed a relaxing time with family and friends last Friday and Monday!
Staff had two great Curriculum Days here working on:
 Writing
 The Fairhills Positive Approach
 FPS Child Safe Standards
 Cultural Understanding and Safety Training
GREAT WORK TEAM!
Right now, our staff are working on possible class groupings for 2019.
We place every child in a positive learning environment.
We ask our students to indicate their 2019 learning partners through their sociograms. Each student will have the
opportunity to fill in an individual sociogram during class. Teachers will be working through sociograms with students
over the next few weeks.
Learning groups at Fairhills PS are organised using the following criteria:
 personalised learning needs
 group dynamics
 learning partners – using observations made during the whole school transition process and suggestions given
by students in their sociograms
 considerations – family requests (siblings etc)
If you have a particular request please put this in writing. All requests will be considered, but we will not be able to
accommodate requests for individual teachers or students.
Students & Families leaving at the end of 2018:
If your child/ren IS / ARE NOT in the 2018 Year 6 group please let the office staff know if you will not be at Fairhills in
2019.
This is REALLY important for our organisation of resources for 2019.
See you at tonight’s Market Night
Moi
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TWO MORE SLEEPS……….
…..until our Fabulous Fairhills Foursome fly to London, Paris and Northern France to experience
Primary School Education in London at Grazebrook PS and to participate in the very important 100
year anniversary celebration of the end of the 1st World War at Villers-Bretoneux France. We will be
traveling with Mahogany Rise PS in Frankston North. We would all like to thank Mahogany Rise and
Principal Mr John Culley for inviting us to share in this amazing opportunity. Here are some thoughts
from our ambassadors:
Josh A –
is looking forward to visiting museums, growing more respect and trying new foods!
Tannah D’A - knows that this is a once in a lifetime experience. She’s looking forward to learning
about other people and seeing how they solve their problems!
Tom W is interested in staying with a different family, meeting new people and becoming
more independent!
Lillee F thinks that the trip will be really fun. She’s particularly looking forward to seeing the
Eiffel Tower and learning about how other people live!
Our ambassadors know that they might miss their families but are all confident that they have
strategies to help them though this challenge and to become more resilient.
We are all SUPER proud of our Fabulous Fairhills Foursome and wish them all the very best as they
represent their families, our school, Victoria and Australia. Fabulous Fairhills Learning, Growing and
Achieving together!

Junior School News (P-2)
The Preps, Ones and Twos are enjoying being back at school again after our extra long weekend from the two
curriculum days and the staff are full of new and exciting ideas to share and use.
The Preps and Ones are making connections in their reading with things they know about and other books with
the help of Crickey the connections crocodile. They are learning lots about fruit, vegetables and different animals
as they write information texts about them. In maths they are matching numbers with their written names and
asking yes or no questions to gather data.
The grade twos are continuing to write persuasive texts and working on finding lots of arguments to persuade us
to their point of view. They are also being detectives in reading and predicting what might happen next in a story.
Sometimes we are right and sometimes we are wrong but that’s OK. In Maths we have been looking at 3D shapes
like cubes, triangular prisms, square based pyramids and spheres. We can count the edges, faces and sides and
know the difference between a pyramid and a prism. Did you know that the top of a pyramid is called the apex?
Grade twos will be bringing home talk homework next week too. Some of you will be familiar with this and others
won’t. They will be given a topic to persuade us about one way or another. It would be great if you could talk to
your child about the topic and help them come up with some arguments to share. It would really help if they could
write them down to bring in with some help from you too. It really helps to have talked about an idea before we
write about it so we are already thinking about some ideas. The talk homework will come out on Monday and we
will work on it on Wednesday.
Don’t forget that this is a sun hat term so remember to make sure your sun hat is packed, or better still keep it at
school! It’s a good time to make sure you have a bottle of water with you too as the weather warms up.
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Calendar Dates

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

October
26th Assembly
Market Night
28th FPS Ambassadors fly out
31st School banking

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

November
6th – MELBOURNE CUP DAY (NO students at school)
7th – School Banking
9th- PFA Disco(Please note new date)
-Assembly
14th – School Banking
FPS Ambassadors return to Melbourne
st
21 – School Banking
23rd - Dress up Day
-*New* Year 1 & 2 Camping experience-more info to come
- Assembly
th
24 – PFA BBQ for State Election at Fairhills PS
28th – School Banking
30th – Mo Day!

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

December
11th – Christmas Concert and Art Show

Our New Values: Safety focus
At Fairhills, we care about Responsibility and teaching students how to
be responsible both now and in the future. Below are some
elaborations on what Responsibility looks like in different contexts. We
encourage you to explore these further with your child.

Responsibility

As a Learner

Outside at Play

I follow all instructions
I am organised and ready to learn
I look after my things
I participate in school activities
I show initiative

I show initiative
I explain rules before we start to play
I listen for the bell music and go
straight to line
I keep our school tidy

As a Friend

Online

I stand up for others
I remind my friends of appropriate behaviour
I disclose to adults when appropriate

I follow the Fairhills IT agreement
I report anything that does not feel right to an
adult
I only do things online that I would show
everyone
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Senior School News (3-6)
Reading
This past fortnight has seen senior students working on the CAFÉ reading strategies: ‘Use Main Idea
and Supporting Details to Determine Importance’ as well as ‘Predict What Will Happen; Use Text to
Confirm.’ You can help your child at home with the important strategy of prediction, by asking your
child:
• What do you think will happen based on your information?
• What clues are you using to make your prediction?
• What kinds of clues did you use? (pictures, words, or background knowledge)
Writing
We have continued our focus on persuasive writing during the past two weeks with a focus on the
Seven Steps Writing Program strategies of ‘Tightening Tension’ and ‘Ending with Impact’. For the
former, this involved using the ‘Crescendo’ technique to improve students’ use of language to
persuade an audience. We looked at famous speeches, such as the Martin Luther King ‘I have a
Dream’ speech to determine how the Crescendo technique has been used effectively.
This week’s focus on ‘Ending with Impact’ has seen the students look at two strategies for ending a
persuasive text effectively: ‘Show, Don’t Tell’ and ‘A Call to arms.’ The former is a descriptive
technique to deliver a point of view without specifically saying it, and the latter is a demand placed
on the audience to see a certain point of view.
Mathematics
In Mathematics, students have focused on their understanding of data interpretation and
representation as well as chance and probability. Students have continued building their
understanding of interpreting graphs and data tables, as well as probability lines, and determining
the probability as a fraction and/or percentage.
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
Prep E

Sophia

Prep/1H

Madden

2B

19th October
Remembering capital
letters and full stops
when writing.

26th October
For using the 5 finger
strategy to ignore
distraction

Prep E

Nathaniel

For showing fantastic
thinking and a brilliant
description of the word

Prep/1H

Chelsea

For showing great
enthusiasm and a positive
attitude towards her
learning

Kooper

For being a great mate in
our class

2B

Bryce

For coming up with some
great persuasive arguments

3/4C

Lola

For making a great
improvement in her
writing

3/4C

Emma

For remembering to
paragraph her writing

4/5H

Jadon

For completing tasks
within the time frame
and to a high standard

4/5H

Hayle

Welcome to Fairhills! You
have had a brilliant start!
Well Done!

5/6W

Sasha

For a great effort in
editing her Big Write

5/6W

Ella

For a wonderful effort on
her persuasive writing piece

Music

Damien

For very good singing
and fantastic manners

Music

Riley

For being very smart in
Music

Art

Jack

For being a very good
helper in Art this week

Art

Mahli

For making a fantastic
creepy, crawly bug in Art

PE

Josh

For always showing
leadership skills during
PE

PE

Madden

For trying extra hard to
listen and follow
instructions
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Extra Information
Movember

Some of our staff will be participating in Movember, whereby they will be growing a moustache for the month of
November. If you would like to join the team or kindly force a family member do it or more importantly donate, please
go to http://moteam.co/fairhills-ps-team
All funds raised goes towards the support and research into prostate cancer and mental health.
Here’s some extra info from the Movember Foundation!
Our fathers, partners, brothers and friends face a health crisis that isn’t being talked about. Men are dying too young.
We can’t afford to stay silent. T H A T ’ S W H Y W E ’ R E T A K I N G A C T I O N . We’re the leading charity changing the
face of men’s health. We’re addressing some of the biggest health issues faced by men: prostate cancer, testicular
cancer, and mental health and suicide prevention. From humble beginnings back in 2003 the Movember movement
has grown to be a truly global one, inspiring support from over 5 million Mo Bros and Mo Sistas. Go to the website to
find out more!

Graduation
Year 6 families should have received information regarding the Year 6 Graduation Night. This is a very exciting event as
we get to celebrate our students and wish them all the best for the future.

Behind the Scenes: Market Night
It goes without saying that every school event brings a lot of excitement and organisation. The Market Night has
certainly taken a lot of preparation, organisation and communication. We are incredibly thankful for the dedicated
parents who have made this event possible. Thank you so much on behalf of the Fairhills Primary School community!

Proud Moment: Preps!
What have you been proud of lately? We have been incredibly proud of all our new 2019 Preps. It has been very
exciting to see all of them join us at school over the last few weeks as they begin to transition into Primary School. We
can’t wait until they are here next year. If you see them, make sure you say hi and welcome their family to our school.
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