News

Principal’s Message
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING, GROWING, ACHIEVING TOGETHER!
here are 10 questions you can ask to develop a GROWTH mindset in children:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

what did you do today that made you think hard?
what happened today that made you keep going?
what can you learn from this?
what mistake did you make that taught you something?
what did you try hard at today?
what strategy are you going to try now?
what will you do to challenge yourself today?
what will you do to improve your work?
what will you do to improve your talent?
what will you do to solve this problem?

an important reminder: the FPS CHILD SAFE POLICY and CHILD SAFETY CODE of CONDUCT documents are posted on
our website – hard copies are available on request. They are part of the Child Safe Standards which are compulsory for
all Victorian schools.
The Preps 100 Days Celebration
and……have you popped in to look at some of our students’ writing…………?

WRITING IS COOL!
keep safe
Moi
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Junior School News (P-2)
Who can believe we are already half way through Term 3! It has been busy and there is much more fun learning in store. We are
all very much looking forward to seeing our Grandparents and Special Friends next Tuesday morning. The Junior School have
something organised to make you smile…
Reading
Across the area, we are using Jabber the Reteller strategies to recall and say what we have read in our own words. We remember
what happened in the beginning, the middle and the end. To help with recognising new words, we use Chunky Monkey, where we
break words into small chunks.
Writing:
We have been working hard to describe different objects from our world. At present, we are assessing our descriptive writing
skills. We are about to embark on the beginnings of persuasive text writing by first discussing our opinions.
To learn our letter sounds for reading and writing, we use the Jolly Phonics program. If you are interested in further supporting
your child with their development of letter sounds, you might want to consider downloading the Jolly Songs app. This app has the
songs that we learned at school – and I’m sure they can show you the actions that match! The app is available on both Apple and
Android devices, for under five dollars.

Mathematics:
In Prep and Grade 1, we are working on simple addition of small groups. We count each group then the whole amount to write
number sentences like: 3 and 8 is 11. We have also been exploring the days of the week by singing songs and thinking about what
we do on different days. Come in to the shared learning space to see our colourful ice creams made from scoops named after
every day in order.
In Grade 2 we have been extending our knowledge of time with analogue and digital clocks. We have been adding and subtracting
time too.
But wait, there’s more…
Also in Grade 2 we have been working on learning the history of Fairhills Primary School. The students interviewed Mrs Beaurain
to learn more. Here are some interesting things we learned:
“Mrs Beaurain said she was coming out of the supermarket and the man said your school is on fire!” – Lucas
“The fire burned at the back of the school” – Abbey
“Mrs Beaurain did not know that the school was first named Johnson Primary School” – Xavier
Reminders:

 Grandparents and Special Friends morning – From 9 to 10 on Tuesday 21st, the Junior School students welcome their
grandparents or special friends to come and share their learning. We look forward to a wonderful time had by all.

 Circus Skills– The students are practising and preparing for the upcoming circus show. We all have specific skills and
apparatus to dazzle our audience!

 Homework – Reminder that Prep students should be reading their take home reader every day and bring it back to school in
the blue bag each day to be changed. Grade 1 and 2 students are expected to be completing their reading and spelling

homework each night. Weekly homework tasks are to be handed in each Friday.
 Lunch orders – These are still available every Wednesday and Friday. Please remember to specify if the food is for recess or
lunch. The friendly helpers in the canteen need to know so that they are ready to hand out the snacks .
As this goes to press, the Junior School is preparing for our excursion to the gym. There is a lot of excitement brewing just about
going on the bus, so today should prove to be a great talking point over the weekend. Enjoy!
Miss Hayes, Ms Erskine-Behr and Mrs Bruhn
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Calendar Dates

August
20th Circus Crew
21st Grandparents day in Prep/1/2 9am
26th Parent Opinion Survey closes online- please compete prior
27th Circus Crew
31st -District Athletics for selected students in Grades 3-6
-Father’s and Special Friends Day Breakfast 8am, followed by
Raffle and Stall
-Assembly 3pm- please join us

School Information
Principal: Moi Beaurain
Leading Teacher: Stuart Beever
School Council President: Lisa Williams
Parents and Friends (PFA) President: Alycia Mitchell

Phone: 9758 3007 Email: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Absence notification: via Compass Parent portal or by
phone. (This must occur prior to 9.30am on the day of a
child’s absence)

September
3rd Circus Crew
4th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
6th Book week dress up parade
Hot Chocolate for sale by the JSC
7th Working Bee
10th Circus Crew
11th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
14th The BIG Assembly 2.45pm
17th Circus Crew
18th Pre Prep Program- Ready, Set, Go!
20th Circus Crew Whole School Performance- Times to be confirmed
20th PFA Footy day
21st End of term 2.30pm finish

Office Hours: for communication, payments and enquiries.
Monday:
8.30am-4.00pm
Tuesday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30am-3.00pm
Thursday:
8.30am-3.00pm
Friday:
8.30am-4.00pm

Coles Sports for School vouchers
Here are some of the items we received for all the Coles Vouchers we collected.
Bean bags for PMP, orange and yellow vests for sports
and a set of Red and a set of Blue sports tops for our
students when they participate in sports days.
Thanks everyone for helping!

PFA News
A massive THANK YOU to everyone who attended the recent school Trivia Night. We had a huge turn
out and fun was had by all.
Thank you for your continued support.

Donations needed- can you help?
The Art room needs shoe boxes and black fabric.
The PFA needs suitable items for the upcoming raffle.
School Leadership need a donation of your time to complete the Parent Opinion Survey 
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Physical Education News
House Athletics Day
Well done to everyone whom participated in our House Athletics Day. Despite the looming weather,
Fairhills enjoyed a great morning at the track. All participants
showed great enthusiasm and sportsmanship.
Congratulations to all our houses for competing on the day:
 1st Cuthbert 1180 points
 2nd Bradman 1090 points
 3rd Fraser 890 points
 4th Decastella 840 points
Congratulations to the students who will be representing Fairhills at the Bayswater District Athletics
day. Well done!

Whole School Gymnastics Program
During Physical Education all students have had the opportunity to work with an elite coach from
Knox Gymnastics Club. Students have explored tumbling, rhythmic gym, various supports and skills
preparing them for their visit to the Gymnastics centre. Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 will enjoy their
visit today while the Grade 3-6 will be visiting Friday 24th August.
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Senior School News (3-6)
Reading
Senior students have been working on two CAFÉ reading strategies: ‘Use dictionaries, thesauruses
and glossaries as tools’ (from Expand Vocabulary), and ‘Adjust and apply different reading rates to
match text.’
Mathematics
In Mathematics, students have continued their focus on Multiplication and Division. Students have
continued to explore the relationship between the two, using inverse operations, as well as bar
models to solve worded problems. Students in Years 5/6 have extended this knowledge to involve
algebraic problems with decimals.
Writing
During the past fortnight students completed their focus on explanation texts and moved back on to
writing narratives. This week we have focused on generating and selecting great story ideas using
brainstorming and mind mapping techniques.
We have also continued to apply the student friendly VCOP writing criteria to improve students’
understanding of editing and up-levelling their own work – and students have continued to improve
their capacity for writing through the ‘Big Write’ which happens each Thursday. Thank-you to those
parents and guardians that have assisted with this process by talking about the ‘Talk Homework’
sheet with their children.

Below are some examples from Year 5/6.

‘How Fairhills Primary School works’
By Harry Goss-Butler (an explanation text from last week’s Big Write).
Fairhills Primary School is a small school. There are only 130 kids. Situated in Ferntree Gully within
the city of Knox, Victoria, it officially opened in 1965. The school had a major refurbishment in 20132014 and we have sport, art and music.
The hierarchy at Fairhills Primary School is: Our Principal, Mrs Beaurain. Mr Beaver is leading teacher
and Mr Watz is the 3 - 6 leader and Miss Hayes the Prep – Year 2 leader. We also have Miss Bruhn,
Mr Clarke, Ms Erskine-Behr and Miss Holt.
Fairhills offers specialist programs as well there is art, music and physical education. Mrs Tait is in
the Art Room (currently Miss Smith) and also takes Music, and Miss Edgley takes PE.
There are currently 130 students learning at Fairhills. We have a new writing program called VCOP
and the Big Write, and in the Senior grades we use the Fairhills instructional model in Mathematics
and Activinspire for our lessons.
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‘The Magic stopwatch’ by Lillian Brecht (a narrative)
“Oh look who decided to show up!” sneered Sam (Sam always had fun bullying Amelia).
It was a sweltering hot day and Sam was not making it any better. In the town of Sunstone a
vegetable competition was about to start. “What did you bring? A single potato!” joked Sam. Amelia
thought of using the Stopwatch, the thought was very courageous but you know the saying; go big,
or go home! But wait and let me fill you in…
It was a few weeks ago, and Amelia was out shopping for her Nan’s 80th birthday. She was in a two
dollar shop and saw a stopwatch she thought it would come in handy, so she bought it along with a
gift. A day later she pressed the ‘start’ button and suddenly, the whole room went pitch black, then
when the light came back, everything stopped. People, frozen. Time, stopped. It took Amelia 3 hours
to figure out that the stop watch had the power to stop time! Amelia was about to teach Sam a
Lesson!
Meanwhile Amelia stopped time (it felt so good to poke Sam on the shoulder and he could not do
anything about it!) She made the biggest Pumpkin ever! Hours must have passed by the time Amelia
started time again. Sam looked dumfounded!
“What! How did you do that!” he screeched.
“Just talent!” Amelia replied.
“Well, when it comes to the podium; 1st is the best, 2nd is OK, but 3rd is for losers! I will get 1st and
you will get 3rd!” he said as he strut off. The atmosphere at the comp was amazing! So many people
walking around looking at the competitors’ creations.
“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls,” boomed the voice of Mr Clots (a short plump man). “It’s
time for the moment you have all been waiting for…”
“OH I’M SO NREVOUS!” screamed Amelia (drawing a lot of attention to herself)
“In first place we have… Mr Nev with his purple corn-on-the-cob!”
A great scream of cheering came from the crowd. “In second place we have, Amelia Dons!” Mr Clots
continued another big cheer from the crowd. “And in third place, Sam Bloom!”
“So Sam how do you like it in third place for losers as you said!” Amelia said to Sam.
It was finally the end of Sam the bully!
Two weeks later Amelia decided to throw away the magic stop watch. She saw a poster of an
inventing contest - she suddenly wished she still had the stopwatch… Oh well!
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‘The science of rainbows’
By Ella Drew (an explanation text)
A rainbow is considered an optical illusion; a rainbow is actually a full circle. We can only see an arch
because we’re on the ground. On a rainy or misty day, little droplets are pulled into a sphere and
each catch sunlight. Sunlight starts as a beam, goes through water droplets, and causes more light
beams to make a process called refraction.
Rainbows can be measured to an angle of 42 degrees, rainbows send red light beams to your eyes to
make a rainbow. Rainbows can be seen in mist, fog, spray and dew. A rainbow cannot be touched,
they are light that is reflected and bent so you cannot feel light when it shines.
The rainbow meaning came from Latin arcus caelestis meaning rainy day. What our eyes see is an
apex of the rainbow. The fact is a rainbow does not even exist it is not an object, it is an optical
phenomenon. Which is why two people see the same rainbow.
Sir Isaac Newton identified the seven colours of the visible spectrum that makes up white light. If all
are present in a rainbow the order is red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. Most
rainbows we see will be a ‘primary rainbow’ whereby the colour red can be seen on the edge
through to violet on the inner edge.
A rainbow is a lovely artefact to see, it is so lovely that it makes your day. Just remember do not go
looking for a pot of gold because just remember the rainbow is the gold right in front of you.

2019 Prep
Enrolment Forms
Needed
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
PrepE

Ella

Prep/1H

Charlette

2B

10th August
For working hard on her
writing

17th August
For trying so hard to write
his letters

PrepE

Kaya

For working hard and
improving in all areas of
reading. Fantastic Effort!

Prep/1H

Delilah

For putting in a sensational
effort to learn her magic
words. Keep it up!

Kooper

For working hard at his
writing

2B

Lukas

For his amazing writing
about a house

3/4C

Grace

For improving her
attendance

3/4C

Anvesh

For an improvement in his
writing goals

4/5H

James

For an amazing and
speedy improvement in
all activities during
house athletics

4/5H

Rex

For having an amazingly
calm and content week in
the classroom. Well done!

5/6W

Ella

For a great effort on her
“Big Write” explanation
text

5/6W

Hunter

For a great start at Fairhills
Primary-Well done Hunter!

Art

Miley

For creating a colourful
rainbow in Art

Art

Isabella

For creating an interesting
night creature picture using
collage

Music

Lillee

Music

Lily

For consistently trying her
best in music performing
with enthusiasm and
confidence

PE

Lillian

For consistently trying
her best in Music and as
a result performs
enthusiastically and
confidently
For always doing her
best to show leadership
and enthusiasm

PE

Jaimee

For continuously trying her
best and being a wonderful
role model
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Extra Information
Our New Values
We’d like to reveal our new school values- The Fairhills STARR Values.
Thank you for everyone’s contributions in the recent whole school survey.
You’ll start to hear more and more about our values as they assist in continuing
to shape our wonderful school community.
New Hats!
There are new hats available from Beleza. The new design incorporates a flexible microfiber fabric and an adjustable
draw string behind the head, above the brim. This avoids children sucking on the string altogether! They are available
from Beleza at $15 in 2 sizes. As this will be a popular item, stocks will be replenished if you miss out initially. Don’t
forget that Beleza has now moved to Boronia, next the cinemas.
Hats are expected to be worn outside from Monday 3rd September.

Book Week Celebrations
We have scheduled our Book Week celebrations for week 8 (starting 3rd Sept) this term.
Now is your chance to start preparing your child’s book themed dress up for our Parade on the 6th Sept at 9am.
Parents and kinder kids are welcome to dress up too. Some of the teachers are very excited! We also plan on students
and teachers sharing lots of their favourite books during the week. There may also be a bookstall available for you to
purchase some exciting new books. Get ready for some fun!

Certificate 3 Education Support Course update
It has be wonderful to see the significant interest in the upcoming Education Support course which we are offering to
all interested adults in the area. To assist in confirming interest and enrolment details, please refer to the previous
newsletter for more info and please contact Liz Blanchard on 0411 020 220.

Parent Opinion Survey
The Parent Opinion Survey is closing soon, so now is the time to complete it. To access the survey, please refer to the
previous newsletter or our recent compass notification. We would greatly appreciate your support and feedback.
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Exciting Announcement!
You may have seen via our Facebook page recently that we have an exciting opportunity that we
need everyone’s help in achieving.
Imagine the potential of our school oval having an upgrade, with running
tracks, oval resurfacing, exercise equipment stations, gardens and paths....
Well our recent grant application has gone through to the voting stage and we need everyone's
help! And we mean everyone! Granny, cousins, friends, neighbours, uncles, teams.... ALL adults. This
will impact everyone in our local community.
Please register and vote for our Project. You must live within 5km and you have 3 votes to give. So
please encourage everyone to give us one of their votes!
Let’s make this happen!
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/fairhills-primary-communityexercise-precinct or go to Compass or Facebook to click the link.

Parent help needed


Please encourage any adult you know to vote for our grant project



Letterbox drop- we need to let our community know about our grant project and encourage
them to vote. If you are willing to assist us in a letterbox drop, please come to the office,
collect some flyers and select an area on our letterbox drop map. Make it fun, do it with
some other parents or kids. Your help would be greatly appreciated!!!!
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Circus Performance
Get ready for a wonderful event. As a culmination of the students learning and practising new circus
skills this term, we will have the opportunity to celebrate their achievements in our Circus
Performance on Thursday 20th September at the Fairhills High School Hall. We would like to invite
everyone to attend.
Please note: Thursday 20th September is going to be a jam packed fun day. This is also our Footy day
where students are welcome to wear sports clothes and order a special lunch from the PFA. We will
also do a rehearsal over at the high school during the day as well. As you have already signed your
local excursions form, no permission forms will be required. On the night, students are required at
Fairhills High School at 6pm dressed in black clothing. More info to come.

Copyright © 2018 Fairhills Primary School, All rights reserved.
At Fairhills Primary School we make connecting, equipping and celebrating our community a priority.
We use this newsletter as a tool to help keep you connected to what is happening
in the life of your school community.
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