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These are some
upcoming dates.
However we
recommend you refer to
your COMPASS Calendar
for up to date
information.
Please see our office
staff for further help if
required.

DIARY DATES:

March
17th-Bunnings BBQ
23rd- Working Bee
27th – years 5 /6 YOUTH
LEADERSHIP GRADUATION

29th – 9am Easter Hat Parade
-Easter raffle
-Last Day of Term 1dismissal at 2.30

Phone: 9758 3007
www.fairhillsps.vic.edu.au
fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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OFFICE
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

HOURS:
8.30am-4.00pm
8.30am-3.00pm
8.30am-3.00pm
8.30am-3.00pm
8.30am-4.00pm

2018 TERM DATES:
Term 1: 30 Jan to 29 Mar
Term 2: 16 Apr to 29 Jun
Term 3: 16 Jul to 21 Sep
Term 4:8 Oct to 21 Dec

Mrs Beaurain’s Blurb
FAIRHILLS FOCUSES ON LEARNING!
We’ll be working on WRITING in 2018 – how many authors are in your family?

WRITING IS COOL!
and here are the 2018 class mottos we’ve thought about and written together. These will
help with our growth mindsets this year
FAIRHILLS IS FANTASTIC
CLASS MOTTOS
PREP E –
in PREP E we make green light choices
PREP / 1H – Don’t Stop, Never Give Up!
2B –
2B is friendly, kind and safe!
3/4C –
Embrace the struggle!
4/5H –
TEAM: Tolerant, Educated, Awesome, Mistake Makers
5/6W TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More
parenting ideas from Michael Grose:
5 habits worth developing which often go under the radar:
1. keep at last 2 friendship groups – it always helps to have a set of friends outside
school
2. make a space of their own – especially as they get older. It’s a great thinking and
reflecting space
3. talk about their troubles – a problem shared is a problem halved. It’s a great way
to come up with strategies and solutions too
4. develop interests that energise rather than drain – physically healthy or creative
activities help manage everyday stressors
5. MAKE MEALTIMES REGULAR - a regular meal with the family provides young
people with the opportunity to catch up with their parents and siblings

SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 2018
Congratulations and welcome to our 2018 School Councillors,
Our parent representatives are Tim Ramseyer, Bev Shaw, Kate Bolton, Rachelle Edwards,
Lisa Williams, Christopher Ferdinands, Maria Binyon, Kirstyn Castle and Alycia Mitchell.
The Department of Education Representatives are Stuart Beever, Andrew Watz and Moi
Beaurain.
Thank you from us all for serving our school community in this way!
Keep well everyone

Moi
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Working Bee Thanks- Biggin & Scott Real-Estate Agents Knox
The team at Biggin & Scott Knox have very generously donated funds to support our upcoming
working bee and have paid for a large delivery of soft fall mulch for our playground. We are
incredibility thankful for their generous contribution to our school. We hope to see many people
there on Friday 23rd March at 3.30pm. Bring your wheelbarrows!

EXTRA NEWS
Coming to Fairhills PS?
We have been overwhelmed by the current interest in our school! We have had so many people
asking about our school, coming for tours and enrolling in our school. Not only for next year, but to
start during this year. Thank you to our wonderful families for obviously spreading a very positive
message about Fairhills out in the community. If you know of anyone who is interested, please
encourage them to come for a tour and secure their enrolment with us.
Proud Moment
I am really proud of the Grade 5/6 art work that is hanging in our CORE. Each time I take families on
tours of the school, they often comment on the complexity and beauty that each piece represents. A
lot of effort and thinking went in to these creations and as I’m sure you’ll agree, the student have
created a great result.
What is your proud moment of today? Tell someone!
Behind the scenes at Fairhills: Colour Fun Run
The recent Colour Fun Run was an amazing success, and it could not have occurred without the
contributions of our PFA team. The PFA put a lot of work in behind the scenes preparing for the big
event. There were notices to be drafted, school council approvals to be confirmed, budgeting for
purchases, recruiting and communicating with members, advertising to the school community,
researching and preparing the colour mixtures, buying the ingredients, making the significant
amounts of colour mix, setting up for the event, managing the crowds, delegating roles, throwing
the colour mix and cleaning up. We greatly appreciate the work that went in behind the scenes to
make it happen. Thank you.
A special thanks to Shelley Edwards, Rachael Fuller and Kristy Brierley for all the additional work.
Where’s Wally?
Kids, where’s Wally? Can you find him? There are 5 Wallys to find in this newsletter.
He looks like this:

Stuart Beever- Leading Teacher
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Student of the week awards- Congratulations to all our achievers
23rd February

2nd March

PE

Ella

Has a wonderful
attitude to learning

PE

Chase

For always organising the
classroom

P/1H

Maddi

For making a fantastic
start to the school
year

P/1H

Maya

For using fantastic
listening skills during Fox
in Socks

2B

Shayla

For her amazing
efforts in place value
Maths

2B

Hunter

For his great narrative
ideas

3/4C

Rubi

For being an excellent
class member and
addition to 3/4C

3/4C

Seth

For going above and
beyond in his homework

4/5H

Will

Having an amazing
first week at F.P.S. and
on 3/4 camp

4/5H

Jasmine

Concentrating really hard
in the classroom and
listening well to others

5/6W

Tom

5/6W

Luke

For demonstrating a real
shift in his growth
mindset towards learning

Reading
Recovery

Hunter B

For continually
demonstrating a
growth mindset, as
well as being a great
role model out in the
school yard
For great reading of
his book about Owls

Reading
Recovery

Zeke

For phrased and fluent
reading of his booster
book

Art

Sophia

For making a
wonderful pastel
picture in art

Art

Harry

For a fabulous pastel
picture in art

Music

Bridget

For fantastic drumming in
music

Music
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Junior School News (Prep -2)
Reading: We have been excited to see and hear about lots of Preps who have been
practising their Golden Magic Words – this is fantastic and will prove to be of great
assistance to those students when take home reading begin. Keep up the great work! We
have also been using our Eagle Eye to look at the pictures in stories to help us learn more
about what is happening. The students are developing their understanding that the pictures
and words in books match. In Grade 1 and 2, we are continuing to review our reading
strategies, our focus remaining on Stretchy Snake and Back Up Bear. We are also reviewing
and practising our Magic Words.
Writing: The Preps are steadily working through their Jolly Phonics sounds and letter
formation – we are trying to remember to use the correct starting points! In Grade 1, we are
developing our understanding that narratives have a beginning, middle and end, while in
Grade 2 we are learning to work through the writing process from draft to final copy.
Numeracy: In mathematics in Prep, we are working on number formation and representing
collections of 1 to 5. The Grade 1 and 2s are consolidating their understanding of renaming
numbers using place value and have been reviewing the days of the week, months of the
year and seasons.
Reminders:
 Homework – all Grade 1 and 2 students are expected to bring their homework to school,

completed, every Friday. Please help your child get into positive homework routine by creating a
regular place that they can complete their homework each night. All homework should be
completed with a grey lead pencil and not pen or texta.
** Please note, the Grade 1 students have had a practise week at school with their homework,
as it became evident that there was a little confusion about what they were expected to be
doing. They will continue regular homework next week. **
 PMP – we are looking for some extra hands to assist with PMP throughout the rest of the year,
please keep an eye out for a notice coming home today with more information.

Celebrations: Congratulations to all our Junior School students on their attitude and participation

in the Colour- Fun Run, it was fabulous to see all the big smiles and colourful clothes!

Term 1 is quickly coming to a close, but it has been a fabulous start to the year – stay safe everyone!
Miss Hayes, Ms Erskine-Behr and Mrs Bruhn
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Senior School News (Grades 3-6)
Reading: Students have been working on two different CAFÉ reading strategies during the past
fortnight: ‘Back Up and Re-read’ and ‘Voracious’ reading. The former compliments a strategy we
have already covered this term: ‘Check for Understanding.’ In learning that strategy, students were
taught to ask “Who is it about?” and “What is happening?” when unsure of a passage of text. ‘Back
Up and Re-Read’ encourages students to go back and read slowly, ensuring that they have
understood what the text was about.
This week in Reading we have looked at ‘Voracious Reading,’ which fits into both the ‘Fluency’ and
‘Expand Vocabulary’ sections of CAFÉ reading. This strategy encourages readers to become more
fluent by increasing their volume of reading.
Writing: Last week in writing students worked on identifying what makes a narrative. This
culminated in them writing a piece under test conditions, using a shared writing stimulus: ‘The Egg.’
All three senior classes participated in this. We will use the collected samples to moderate student
results and students will set their own writing goals based on their work.
This week students have focused on the genre of Persuasive writing and identified facts and
opinions, effectively expressed an opinion, practised note taking and looked at how a combination
of facts and emotive language can be very effective when persuading an audience to their point of
view.

Numeracy: In Mathematics, students have continued
their exploration of Whole Numbers, including
partitioning, rearranging numbers, using calculators to
change place value of digits, using regrouping and
working with exponents e.g. 10x10= 10₂. Pictured to
the right is our engaging leaning Activinspire software
which delivers lesson content via the interactive
whiteboard or television.

Reminders: A reminder for all parents and guardians of Years 5 to 6 that our Advanced Presentation
Skills Graduation night will be held on Tuesday 27th March at 5.30pm in the hall. The students will
be demonstrating several speeches, ‘Off the Cuff’ questions and responses and other aspects of the
program. Your child should have brought home an indication of attendance letter last Friday – please
see your child’s teacher if you require another one. All participating students are expected to attend.
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A gentle reminder for Years Five to Six parents and guardians that camp payments are due to the
office by Friday 23rd March 2018

Celebrations: Well-done to students in Years Three to Six that participated in our Colour- Fun Run
last Friday – and thank-you for your fundraising efforts. An extra big thank-you goes to the
organising PFA, as well as to our student leaders that helped to set up the activities.

Andrew Watz
Year 3-6 Senior Team Leader

PFA News
Thank you everyone that participated in our fantastic Colour-Fun Run. A fun day was had by all!
Come down to Bunnings Ferntree Gully Rd Scoresby on Saturday 17th March, buy a sausage and
support our school. Thank you to all the volunteers who have given up their time to make the day a
success.
The PFA are looking for donations to the Easter raffle, please drop any items to the office so our
wonderful hampers can be made.
Easter raffle tickets have been given to all families and will be drawn on Thursday 29th March
Kind Regards the PFA Committee
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Woolworths Earn and Learn
We would like to thank everyone for
their support with our Earn and Learn
stickers. We have received some
magnifying glasses, whiteboard
markers and basketballs!

P.E.
Having a wonderful time with our
new Hot Shot tennis equipment

Art
P/1H are being swallowed by a Boa
Constrictor in Art
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LEARN CHINESE WITH FUN
April Holiday Program
The program aims to engage children of 5-12 years old with a variety of Chinese culture and
language related activities. Children will learn Pinyin, Fitness Qigong (Ba Duan Jin), Guidelines for
Being a Good Child and Pupil (Di Zi Gui), songs, game, cooking, folk dance, story, calligraphy and
handcraft. This 5-day holiday program will greatly arouse children’s interest in learning Chinese
culture and language.

Date: 9-13 April 2018
Morning session: 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
Afternoon session: 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm
Full day session: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Fee: $400 for 5 full-day sessions
$200 for 5 half-day sessions
$40 per half-day session
$80 per full-day session

Term Day Program – Term 2, 2018
The program combines Chinese culture and language
learning with specially designed Chinese handcrafts. In each lesson, children will accomplish a
Chinese handicraft and learn about the relevant Chinese tradition, story and language including
Pinyin. Drawing upon the Content and Language Integrated Learning approach, children will be able
to learn Chinese culture and language more naturally and effectively.
Date: Tuesdays: 17/4, 24/4, 1/5, 8/5, 15/5, 22/5, 29/5, 5/6, 12/6, & 19/6
Saturdays: 21/4, 28/4, 5/5, 12/5, 19/5, 26/5, 2/6, 9/6, 16/6 & 23/6
Class A: Tuesday 4:00 pm – 5:30 pm (5-12 years old)
Class B: Saturday 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm (3-5 years old)
Class C: Saturday 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm (5-12 years old)
Fee: $250 per 10 lessons including handcraft materials
or $32 per lesson

Venue: Multipurpose Room, Fairhills Primary School, Manuka Drive, Ferntree Gully, 3156
Enrolment & Enquiry
Email: holisticeducation@hotmail.com
Telephone: 0402005309 (Ms Yang)
0423914009 (Ms Won)

10

